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Top three winners announced for Our City, Our Stories powered by Canon

On February 18 at 6 p.m. in the Rotunda at Toronto’s City Hall, Mayor David Miller was joined Councillor
Raymond Cho (Ward 42 Scarborough-Rouge River), Canon Canada President and CEO Kevin Ogawa,
and many of the project’s participants to celebrate the work of all the entrants from the Our City, Our
Stories powered by Canon photography contest and to announce its top three winners.

"My congratulations to the contest winners and project participants,” said Mayor David Miller. "This project
is a terrific example of how the City is accessing and nurturing the artistic talents of Toronto's youth in our

Priority Neighbourhoods. The high quality of all the photo series submissions speaks to the success of this
endeavour.”

The first place winner of the Our City, Our Stories powered by Canon contest is 20-year-old Thorncliffe
Park resident Jawad Mashuque, whose series City in Perpetual Motion is a vibrant visualization of the
energy of the city. The second place winner is 17-year-old Scarborough resident Mapela Uhindu-Gingala,
whose series These are the Fables of my City of Toronto creatively captures her love of the arts in various
downtown settings. The third place winner is 18-year-old North York resident Kevin Graham. His series
Dance with the Shadows imaginatively combines and contrasts movement and light. From February to
December 2009, 152 digital photography workshops were held in Toronto schools and community centres.

"At Canon, our corporate philosophy of kyosei - which means living and working together for the common
good - directs all of our actions,” said Canon Canada President and CEO Kevin Ogawa. “This exhibit and
the partnership between Canon, the City of Toronto and the various arts organizations, is a perfect example
of kyosei in action. We are very proud of the student’s efforts and invite everyone to see what great
creativity exists throughout Toronto."

Our City, Our Stories powered by Canon is a City of Toronto and Canon Canada community arts project
and photography contest aimed at building youth skills in the digital arts, visual storytelling, self expression,
engagement and leadership in their communities. Nearly 200 submissions were received from youth in the
city’s Priority Neighbourhoods for Investment. The top ten finalists work (chosen by a jury) is now being
shown at Toronto City Hall's Rotunda until February 21, 2010. This free exhibition will then move to the
Etobicoke Civic Centre from March 11 to 25 and to the Scarborough Civic Centre from April 12 to 21.

The top three winners each received a Canon SLR camera and a Canon photo printer. The first place
winner also has the opportunity to have his winning entry purchased by the City’s Fine Art Collection as
well as the opportunity for an internship (with honorarium) with the City of Toronto’s Arts Services. The
second place winner also receives a gift certificate of up to $200 for photography related materials or
instruction. The remaining seven of the top ten finalists all received a Canon point and shoot camera.

Our City, Our Stories powered by Canon is an initiative of Toronto’s Economic Development and Culture
division and Canon Canada produced in association with Arts Etobicoke, Lakeshore Arts, the Scarborough
Arts Council and the UrbanArts Community Arts Council.

Visit our website at www.toronto.ca



More information on this program is available online at:
http://www.toronto.ca/culture/arts-services/our city our stories.htm

The top ten winner’s photo series’ can be viewed at http://www.flickr.com/photos/ourcityourstories/sets/

Toronto is Canada's largest city and sixth largest government, and home to a diverse population of about
2.6 million people. It is the economic engine of Canada and one of the greenest and most creative cities in
North America. Toronto has won numerous awards for quality, innovation and efficiency in delivering public
services. Toronto's government is dedicated to prosperity, opportunity and liveability for all its residents.
For information about non-emergency City services and programs, Toronto residents, businesses and
visitors can dial 311, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
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