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Acclaimed poet and novelist Dionne Brand
has been appointed as Toronto’s third Poet
Laureate. She has published nine volumes
of poetry, has been short-listed for the
Governor General’s Award and in 2006
won the Harbourtfront Festival Prize.
She is a professor of English at

the University of Guelph.
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Michael Awad’s abstract urban photographs
have been exhibited at the PowerPlant
Contemporary Gallery, in the TTC and

internationally. Large scale commissioned
works hang in the collections of the
Art Gallery of Ontario, Pearson International
Airport, and the Office of the Mayor of
Toronto. He holds Masters degrees in

Architecture and Urban Design.
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Royson James is the urban affairs columnist
with the Toronto Star. He has commented
on and analyzed the physical, social

and political development of the city for

more than two decades.
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Reba NoastAa

Ruba Nadda studied English Literature
at York University and Film Production
at New York University’s Tisch School
of the Arts. She has made several
award-winning short films, and wrote
and directed the features, | Always
Come to You (2000), Unsettled (2001),

Sabah (2005) and Cairo Time (2009).
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Wayne Doyle is the Senior Manager
of Corporate Communications
at Canon Canada. In this role,
Wayne is responsible for building
the company’s profile as an excellent
corporate citizen. Prior to coming fo
Canon, Wayne was the Arts and
Entertainment Editor at a daily

newspaper just north of Toronto.
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