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recycling 
container

To help make recycling easier and more convenient, the City of Toronto has 
supplied free in-unit recycling containers for building owners to give to residents. 
Currently, apartments and condominiums recycle only 13% of waste. Help us keep 
waste out of landfill by recycling the items listed on the reverse of this card.  

By participating in the Blue Bin Program you will be keeping recyclables – such as plastic 
bottles, metal cans and newspapers – out of garbage. They can then be sorted by the City and 
sent to firms that recycle them to make new products. 

Remember, recycling is good, but reducing is better. Watch for opportunities to use reusable 
products such as travel mugs for coffee and cloth shopping bags for purchases.

What do I need to do?
Your new reusable in-unit recycling container 
is designed to fit under your kitchen sink or in 
another convenient location. All you have to 
do is put your recyclables in your recycling 
container. Once full, take your recyclables to 
the central recycling area and toss the 
recyclables in the recycling bin. The recycle 
bins should be clearly marked. If you are not 
sure where your building’s recycle bins are 
located, speak with your superintendent or 
property manager.

Can I put my container and paper 
recyclables in one recycle bin?
Yes. You can mix your recycling materials 
(containers and paper) together in your new 
reusable recycling container. They don’t even 
have to be separated when you drop them off 
in your building’s recycle bins. The mixed 
recycling material is sent to a facility that can 
sort the various types of recyclables.
 
Some buildings continue to separate the 
recyclables as a space saving measure. If you 
are not clear on your building’s practice, speak 
with your superintendent or property manager.
 
All kinds of new products are made from 
recycled materials. For example, recycled 

newspapers can become new paper products 
like newsprint, egg cartons and cereal boxes. 
Plastic bottles can be recycled into polar 
fleece for jackets and scarves.

Are there any changes affecting my 
garbage?
No. You can continue to dispose of your 
garbage in the same location you are using 
now (possibly a garbage chute or in your 
central waste area).

If I already have a system that works, 
do I have to use the new in-unit 
recycling container? 
No. You do not have to use the new in-unit 
recycling container. The City is trying to make 
it easier for residents living in apartments and 
condominiums to store and transport 
recyclables to the central recycling area. If you 
have received a container that you don’t want, 
please return it to the superintendent or 
property manager.

When I take my recyclables to the 
central recycling area, the recycling 
bins are sometimes full and I don’t 
know where to put my recyclables.
Please speak with your superintendent or 
property manager.

Five easy steps 
to recycling:

Find a convenient place to 

keep your new reusable 

recycling container.

Post your Toronto Recycles 

information card (see reverse) 

in a spot where it is easy to 

reference (e.g. your fridge, 

cupboard door, etc.)

Put your recyclable containers 

and paper in your new reusable 

recycling container.

When full, use your reusable 

recycling container to take your 

recyclables to your building’s 

central recycling area. Drop-off 

your recyclables in the 

common recycling bins. In 

buildings with tri-sorters you 

can take your recyclables to 

this common collection point.

Return your empty reusable 

recycling container to its 

storage location and keep 

recycling!
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Check the reverse for a complete list of what can be recycled. For more information, visit www.toronto.ca/recycle

OVER

If the in-unit recycling container 
gets damaged, where can I get a 
new one? 
Please speak with your superintendent or 
property manager.

How to use 
your new 

 

To receive this information in Chinese, Tamil, Vietnamese, French, Italian, Portuguese, Korean, Spanish, Russian or Farsi, please contact your superintendent or 
property manager who will contact a representative of the City to arrange for translated material.



RECYCLES
GO

 
AHEAD! Mix containers (e.g. bottles and cans) and paper products together in your Blue Bin.

Rinse all containers to remove residue.Rinse all containers to remove residue.

Plastic grocery & 
retail bags 
without drawstrings, metal 
detailing or hard plastic handles. 
Remove receipts and put bags 
in one bag and tie handles closed.

Foam polystyrene 
such as protective packaging, 
meat trays, takeout food 
containers, plates, egg cartons 
and coffee cups. 

Household paper. 
Includes junk mail, writing 
paper, computer paper, �yers 
and envelopes. Shredded 
paper – put in clear plastic 
bag and tie closed.

Paper gift wrap & cards.
 Remove ribbons and bows.

Paper egg cartons, 
rolls & bags.

Empty aerosol cans. 
Remove and discard lids.

Boxboard boxes 
such as cardboard, cereal, 

tissue and detergent 
boxes. Remove liners, 

and �atten boxes. 

Newspapers & 

  

hazardous waste:
gas cylinders, batteries (Must not 
be put in garbage. Take to 
Drop-off Depot.)

plastic:

 

toys, make-up jars, 
caulking tubes, food storage 
containers, pails with metal 
handles, motor oil jugs, plant 
trays, �ower pots, CD/DVD cases, 
plates, glasses, cutlery, packing 
peanuts (i.e. popcorn) 

plastic (clear):

 

egg cartons, 
fruit and vegetable containers, 
takeout food containers, molded 
bakery item trays

plastic (bags/wrap):

 

plastic 
over wrap (on pop cartons, water 
bottles, toilet paper, etc.), bags 
holding �yers, dry cleaning, milk 
(outer and inner), produce, bread, 
sandwich and plastic food wrap

glass:

 

drinking glasses, dishes, 
cups, crystal, window glass, light 
bulbs, mirrors, pottery, pots and
pans, make-up jars

metal:

 

coat hangers, pots 

aluminum:

 

foil food wrap, potato 
chip bags, metallic gift wrap

�bres: tissues, waxed paper, 
foil gift wrap, waxed cardboard

Note: Some of these items can be 
recycled at a Drop-off Depot or a 
Community Environment Day event.

 

Do Not
Recycle

Do Not
Recycle

Corrugated cardboard. 
Clean, unwaxed, �attened and 
placed in bin. 

Cardboard cans 
such as refrigerated dough, 
frozen juice, chip, nut, powdered 
drink mix and powdered cleanser 
containers. Put loose metal end 
inside cardboard can and pinch 
closed. Discard plastic pull-off 
strip and/or peel-off seal. 

Plastic food jars, 
tubs & lids 
such as margarine, yogurt, ice 
cream, cottage cheese and sour 
cream containers.

Plastic bottles & jugs 
with lids securely fastened.

Milk/Juice cartons.

Empty paint cans & lids. 
Lids must be separated from 
the can.

Metal cans. 
Put lid inside can and pinch 
closed.

Glass bottles & jars.
Remove and discard lids.

Rigid aluminum trays, 
pie plates & 
roasting pans.

Drink boxes. 
Remove and discard straws.

 

Magazines, 
catalogues & books.

telephone directories.

plastic windows 




