
INTRODUCING…
THE GREEN BIN
PROGRAM

Oranic materials make up approximately 30% of the
garbage going to landfill. The Green Bin program
“diverts” that material from landfill and turns it into useful
compost, which is good for the environment.

More than 95% of residents have been successfully 
participating in the Green Bin Program in Etobicoke,
Scarborough, Toronto, East York and York since the 
program rolled out to those communities in September
2002, June 2003 and September 2005, respectively. 

What do I need to do? 
The Green Bin Program is easy to follow. All you have to
do is put your organic household materials (the “smelly
stuff”), such as food waste and soiled paper food 
products, out for collection once a week. The City takes
your organic material to a processing plant where it is
turned into compost for parks.

Am I eligible for the Green Bin Program?
If the City provides you with door-to-door garbage 
collection at your curb, yes—you will be participating in
the Green Bin Program.

Who will not participate in the program at this time:
• Those with a common collection point or who have

their garbage collected privately—e.g. apartments
and some townhouses.  
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What’s so great about the
Green Bin Program?

Starting the week of October 24, you will be part of a new waste collection 
initiative in North York called the Green Bin Program.

By collecting your organic materials—such as food waste and soiled paper food
packaging (see Page 3 for details)—the Green Bin Program will help us to
reduce the amount of material that Toronto households send to landfill.



What happens to your organic material?
Your green bin material will be picked up at the curb by collection
vehicles, placed into one of two compartments in the back of the
truck, and taken to the City’s organics processing facility.
Operators inspect the organics and remove large, unwanted 
items. A biological process called “anaerobic digestion” 
converts the material into solids, which is then turned 
into clean, rich compost. 

Anaerobic digestion is a biological process that uses 
bacteria to break down solids in the absence of oxygen.
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HHHH oooo wwww   dddd oooo eeee ssss   tttt hhhh eeee   gggg aaaa rrrr bbbb aaaa gggg eeee   aaaa nnnn dddd   
rrrr eeee cccc yyyy cccc llll iiii nnnn gggg   cccc oooo llll llll eeee cccc tttt iiii oooo nnnn   ssss cccc hhhh eeee dddd uuuu llll eeee   cccc hhhh aaaa nnnn gggg eeee ????
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1 Your green bin for organics (that’s the smelly stuff) 
will be collected once every week.

Your garbage (the stuff that doesn’t usually smell) 
will be collected every two weeks.

Your recycling materials will continue to be 
collected every second week.

Your yard waste will continue to be collected weekly in
April (mid-month forward), May, October, November and
December (ending mid-month), and every second week
during June, July, August and September (check your 
calendar for actual dates). 

The City has already provided a 2005-2006 garbage, recycling and
green bin calendar to every household receiving curbside collection
by the city. Your calendar is an essential household tool that spells out
your collection schedule.

DOES THE
GREEN BIN
PROGRAM
WORK?
The City of Toronto will supply you with
two bins–a large one with wheels that
you can take to the curb, and a small
one that can fit under your kitchen sink
or anywhere that is convenient for you. 

You can manage the “yuck factor” by
using plastic bags to line either your
indoor kitchen container (used grocery
bags are fine), or your green bin. There
is no need to line both bins. By lining
your kitchen container, you don’t have to
handle the organics twice. Just remove
the full plastic bag from your indoor con-
tainer and toss it in your outdoor green
bin–twisted or loosely tied, if possible,
as it helps us separate the plastic from
the organics at the processing facility.

The bins will be delivered to your home
in September or early October.

HOW
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The important thing to remember is that most of what you think of as
“garbage” today will no longer be garbage with the Green Bin Program.
All your organic material (food waste, soiled paper towels, meat, fish,
kitty litter, animal waste, diapers) will be picked up every week in your
green bin.

The items left in your garbage will be things such as non-recyclable
plastic packaging, plastic wrap, broken toys and dishes, light bulbs,
worn-out running shoes and such; in other words, all the dry items that
do not have any odour and can be stored for two weeks.



• Plastic wrap, baggies, 
sandwich bags

• Plastic items such as food 
containers (e.g. yogurt or 
margarine tubs), cutlery

• Plastic milk bags

• Styrofoam, meat tray liners

• Foil

• Wax paper

• Leather, textiles, clothing

• Cigarette butts, tobacco

• Corks (from wine bottles, etc.)

• Gum

• Cotton swabs/balls

• Baby wipes

• Disposable mop sheets

• Dryer lint, dryer sheets

• Vacuum cleaner bags and
contents

• Hair, pet fur, feathers

• Fireplace or BBQ ashes

• Wood products, wood chips

• Candles

• All recyclable items

into the green bin…
These items do not break down and, therefore, 

cannot be turned into compost.

What to put
(and not
put) in your 
green bin

Not

Into
the green bin…

• Fruits, vegetable scraps 

• Meat, shellfish, fish products 

• Pasta, bread, cereal

• Dairy products, egg shells

• Coffee grounds, filters, 
tea bags

• Soiled paper towels, tissues

• Soiled paper food packaging:
fast food paper packaging, 
ice cream boxes, muffin
paper, flour and sugar bags 

• Paper coffee cups (no lids),
paper plates

• Candies, cookies, cake

• Baking ingredients, herbs,
spices

• Household plants, including
soil

• Diapers, sanitary products

• Animal waste, bedding 
(e.g. from bird/hamster cages),
kitty litter

• Pet food
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The City of Toronto has hired students to go door to door this summer
and fall to tell residents about the Green Bin Program. You may
already have had someone knock at your door (they started in July).

The students are there to answer your questions about the program.
Please make the most of them! Communication and understanding
will help make the Green Bin Program run smoothly. 

But don’t worry if you missed their visit: you will be receiving lots of
information over the next few months. 

If you use a backyard 
composter, we encourage 
you to continue composting. 
What’s great about the Green
Bin Program is that it accepts
materials you can’t compost 
at home; for example, animal
waste, meat, fish products 
and diapers.

WATCH FOR STUDENTS
COMING TO YOUR DOOR

GGGGOOOO  AAAAHHHHEEEEAAAADDDD!!!!
CCCCOOOONNNNTTTTIIIINNNNUUUUEEEE
TTTTOOOO  
CCCCOOOOMMMMPPPPOOOOSSSSTTTT!!!!

While it may look from your 
window as though the garbage 
collectors are tossing your garbage
and your green bin organics into the
same place in the back of the truck,
the truck actually has two separate
compartments—one of which is 
dedicated to green bin material.

Optical Illusion!

ANY QUESTIONS? NEED MORE INFORMATION?
If you have any questions about the Green Bin Program, please call City of Toronto 
Customer Service at 416-338-2010 or check out our web site at www.toronto.ca/greenbin. 
Also available on the Web site: a five-minute video explaining the green bin program. 
To receive this information in French, Farsi, Chinese, Spanish, Italian, Korean, Punjabi, Vietnamese, Russian or Tamil, please call 416-338-2010.
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