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Appendix One – Addressing Environmental Health Issues 
in Schools  
 
Children spend their time in many different settings, at home, in early learning 
and child care facilities, outdoors in their communities and in the school 
environment. The table below focuses on one setting - the school environment - as 
an example of health risks and possible remedies. It summarizes a range of 
potential exposures and related action steps that can be taken in the school 
environment. It has been prepared as a template for application to other settings.  
 
Note that specific actions noted in column three may be governed by specific 
provincial or federal law, regulations or guidelines, or industry codes of practice. 
There may be specific requirements noted in regulatory, policy or guidance 
documents for dealing with potentially hazardous circumstances (such as mould 
abatement or during renovations) or for dealing with hazardous 
materials/substances (such as lead, asbestos, pesticides, etc). 
 
 

Potential Environmental Threats in Schools:  
Concerns and Actions for Prevention 

 

Indoor Exposures 

Potential 
Concern Why it is a Concern? Action to reduce the concern. 

Mould Mould growth is related to 
moisture problems (e.g. high 
humidity, water damage). Mould 
growth in portables has been a 
particular problem in the past.  
Health effects include allergic 
reactions and respiratory 
symptoms.  

 Proactively address moisture 
problems (e.g. flooding, leaks) 
ensuring no area remains 
damp for more than 24 hours.  

 Prevent mould by keeping 
ventilation systems dry and 
clean 

 Remove identified mould 
growth promptly 

Indoor 
pesticide 
use 

Pesticides, in particular the 
organophosphate insecticides, 
have been associated with a 
wide range of health effects 
including some cancers and 
possible impacts on developing 
brain and nervous system.  
Indoor pesticides are particularly 
of concern because they can 

 Adopt an Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) approach 
focusing on prevention (e.g. 
caulking cracks, eliminating 
pest habitats and food sources) 

 If pesticide use becomes 
necessary for health or safety 
reasons, choose non-toxic or 
least toxic products. If non- 


