razor bumps.

Irritation leading to infection from your own body

No matter which way you remove pubic hair, it can cause some irritation.
Folliculitis, which looks like an ingrown hair with pus, can be caused by irritation
from a razor. Irritation means there are tiny openings in the skin. This makes it
easier for bacteria or viruses to get in.

Sometimes a person already has a sexually transmitted infection (STI) like warts
or molluscum contagiosum. (Molluscum looks like a bump with a dent in it. It is
spread from skin-to-skin contact or from hot tubs). The irritation from shaving or
waxing can allow these types of viruses to spread to other parts of your skin. The
molluscum virus especially moves easily from one spot to another. When an
infection spreads, it can be harder to get rid of.

Irritation leading to infection from someone else

If your skin is irritated, it makes it easier to get an infection from another person.
If your partner has warts or genital herpes, irritation makes it easier for you to
get these infections from them.

Another problem is the possibility of infection by sharing razors. If a person has
hepatitis B and shares their razor, they can pass on the virus to another person.
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Other info sheets in this series:

Avoiding bladder infection
Avoiding vaginal infections
Dealing with Bacterial vaginosis
Normal vaginal fluids

Avoiding HIV
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