3.6 Bernard Avenue

3.6.1 The Historical Development of Bernard Avenue

Bernard was named after Bernard Saunders, Alderman of St.
Paul’'s Ward for various terms during 1883-1900 . It was
formerly known as Dufferin, but the name was changed after
annexation to Toronto.

Bernard was laid out as Dufferin Street in 1874 by Registered
Plan 369, filed by Yorkville builder Peter Hutty. The survey was
drawn up by Wadsworth, Unwin & Browne to subdivide parts
of lots 3 and 4 of the Glebe Registered Plan 289. A total of forty-
two building lots with varying frontages were planned along
Davenport, Avenue Road, and on either side of the new street,
which was a standard 60’ wide. The south-side corner lots at
Davenport and Dufferin were 180’ deep, with extravagant 80
fronts on Avenue Road. The lots on Bernard measured between
36’ and 42’ on the north, with 114’ yards. On the south side they
were a more consistent 36" and 122" deep, except for lot 3, which
was 50" wide (the present #13 and #15). The street was paved in
1889, and widened in the 1940s. Additional building lots were
gained at the west end of the street from the deep back yards of
Bedford Road. On the north side, a ‘Princess Anne’ house by H.
S. Townsend was built in 1898, one of two architect-designed
houses known on this stretch of the street.

Most construction occurred between 1885 and 1895, with very
few twentieth century replacements. The number of buildings
doubled between 1890 and 1893, from fourteen to twenty-seven
houses, with one then unfinished. First occupied by a mix of
merchants, labourers, and agents, by 1890 the street was being
settled by professionals.

When Bedford Road was surveyed for the Annex, Bernard was
one of the few streets that was intended to be continued west,
although it was initially planned to sell a building lot in the road
allowance, so that the new neighbourhood would not be
physically accessible from West Yorkville. As built, however,
Bernard was given a gracious curve and Admiral Road was
offset, creating one of the distinctive blocks in the Annex.

3.6.2 Bernard Precinct Boundaries

The one block of Bernard which is included in the study area
was part of the Village of Yorkville. It predates the western
continuation of Bernard which occurred with the development
of the Annex, and it forms a unique block within the study area.
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Overview

The definition of the precinct is clearly those buildings within
the block which face onto Bernard. It should be noted that the
properties on Avenue Road and Bedford Road have deep lots
and large frontages on Bernard. These large frontages tend to
make the transition gradual from street to street, rather than the
more abrupt transitions which occur, for example at the corner
of Boswell and Avenue Road or at Prince Arthur and Avenue
Road. For this reason these corner properties should also be
regarded as part of the Bernard precinct.

3.6.3 The Buildings on Bernard

On this section of Bernard only a handful of buildings, just five
on the street, are presently included on the Clty of Toronto’s
Inventory of Heritage Buildings. This is low number of
presently recognized heritage buildings for the study area, but it
may reflect the stability of the street and the lack of development
pressures relative to the streets to the south.

As the most northerly street in the study area, south of
Davenport, Bernard developed a substantial social and
architectural character that is reflected in the number of
freestanding single-family residences, the dominance of
polychromatic brick, and the relatively consistent streetline.
Most of the houses are elevated above grade, requiring a few
steps, and many have front porches and stoops.

The Piper residence at 19 Bernard is one of the outstanding
houses in the district because of its size and unusually
conservative architecture that recalled the Georgian Survival of
mid-century farmhouses.61 The corbelled drop pendants below
the eaves indicate a date of construction in the mid-1870s,
however, and Noah Piper was already well-established in 1877,
with stables, sheds, and outbuildings on a triple lot comprising
lots 3, 4, and 5.

Representing more contemporary architectural fashions were the
trio of semis already mentioned, and the polychrome Second
Empire cottages near Avenue Road at 6 and 10. In 1892, the roof
was replaced on 10 and a storey inserted, giving it the more
Gothic appearance it now has.

61 The interior layout of the PiEer House suggests that it incorporates a
smaller, older dwelling which faced toward Avenue Road.
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Issue of Density

With the exception of roughcast cottages, a good section of the
varied architecture typical in the area can be seen on the street.
The preferred massing solution of the 1880s is exemplified at #7-
9, with paired centre doorways and slightly differing gabled
wings advanced from a basic rectangular form. At #36-38, a
slightly more sophisticated version of this plan was developed
with the unifying arch of the Romanesque, and simplified under
a single gable. Much of the massiveness was smoothed out
around 1900 with the builder’s houses that reflected some of the
Queen Anne handling of more delicate textures and larger areas
of surface. Two solutions at #11-13 and #50 express the local
response to the aesthetic. Then, the quirky historicism of the
Edwardian period is demonstrated in the disjuncture between a
Dutch-inspired gable and a solid foursquare at #15-17. The most
obvious modern intervention on the street is at #44-46, where a
house of 1890 has been enlarged through replication.

Early occupants included merchants, insurance clerks, labourers,
and builder David Stack or Stocks, who moved between 32 and
36 during the construction of these buildings in 1888-90. Two
long-term residents were carpenter John Murray, who lived at
#27 from 1888 until after 1915, and Joseph Stewart, also settled
since 1888, who died during the war but whose widow lived on
at #25 until after 1925. Reverend Campbell Tibb lived at #31
from 1905 until after 1940; and Edward Piper’s family lived at
#20 from the construction of the house in 1879 until after 1910.
Those buildings were converted to multi-family around 1920,
provoking the extension to Bernard of the residential restrictions
that allowed only single-family residences.

Finally, a notable resident in the twentieth century was the noted
historical illustrator Thomas A. Reed at #13 in 1925.

Somewhat like Tranby Avenue, the size of the existing dwellings
on Bernard has discouraged replacement. The majority of the
existing- dwellings are close to or over the permissible density for
new construction. Three buildings have a present density of 0.6
x or less, but this is not felt to be a significant enough number to
warrant reconsideration of the permissible densities on Bernard.
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Interpreting the Guidelines for ~ The general guidelines for the District (page 8) are appropriate
Buildings on Bernard for Bernard with the following comments:

The careful maintenance of historic materials, like slate, well
crafted woodwork (the historic woodwork in the area is
always painted, usually in high gloss), and original glazing is
crucial to maintaining the character of the area.

53 Bernard

constructed in 1883

first resident:

Henry O'Hara, broker, 30
Toronto Street.
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