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2.1.5 In the case of very wide lots, the façade needs to be divided to look like separate
buildings.

2.1.6 The amount of window area in the front of a building and size of windows must
be the same as nearby buildings (within 10%).

2.1.7 The direction, pitch and arrangement of a roof must be the same as the
predominant streetscape of the downtown core.

2.1.8 The height of a development cannot be less than 80% and not more than 120% of
the average height of the 2 highest buildings in the block.
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1.2.2 Replacement

If replacement is necessary, making an exact copy of the original is preferable.
Investigate using other types of materials if it is impossible to make a copy using
original materials.  Replacing missing elements with a contemporary design might
be acceptable if it is in harmony with the building as a whole.

2.0 POLICES FOR ADDITONS AND NEW CONSTRUCTION

2.1 Location and Massing

2.1.1 All new construction and additions are to be designed with the pedestrian as the
primary focus at the street level.

2.1.2 The side yard on each side of a development must be the same as the side yards
on the rest of the street.

2.1.3 The ratio of the height to the width of the façade of a building must be within
10% of the ratio of the height to the width of the facades of nearby buildings.

2.1.4 Where all buildings are on the same line, new buildings must do the same.  If
other buildings are different distances back from the street, the setback of the new
building must be the same as the building on one side or the other.  Refer to page
14 of Stratford Downtown Heritage Conservation District Study and Plan.

Sample Design Stratford HCD Guidelines

Designated on October 1994

Context:  
Downtown Stratford offers a charming amalgam 
of one-of-a-kind shops and bookstores along with 
galleries and restaurants offering diverse and 
creative cuisine.  Its image has been dominated by 
the ‘Stratford Festival’ and for decades previously 
by its industrial productivity.  

The few blocks that comprise the heart of the city 
have been the setting for commerce, industry & 
public life from its very beginnings in the 1820’s 
and 30’s.  Traces of all the City’s periods endure 
within today’s downtown and its overall structure 
and ambiance recall very clearly the hey-days at 
the end of the 19th Century.

Plan Objectives:
Recognise, protect and where possible enhance 
the material legacy to hand on to the future.  Historic 
commercial street frontages create and dominate 
the essential character of downtown; therefore 
they dominate the conservation agenda.
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Designated April 29, 1969
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Designated on September 1990

Context:  
ByWard Market is one of Canada’s oldest and 
largest public markets in the commercial heart of 
Ottawa. The Market area was until three decades 
ago known simply as Lowertown, Ottawa’s oldest 
blue-collar neighbourhood and the cradle of the 
city’s French population.  

Following the declaration of Ottawa as capital, this 
wooden shanty district would evolve into a stone 
and brick industrial and commerce centre.  The 
Market continued to adapt with the opening of the 
adjacent Rideau Centre. This led to a massive 
rediscovery of the Market which is now one of the 
trendiest places to live, shop and go out.

Plan Objectives:
The Market represents the original commercial 
core of the city and, relative to other heritage 
districts, has the largest federal presence, which 
had been the critical catalyst in its recognizing 
the market’s heritage characteristics. 

Designated on September 1997

Context:  
The district retains many aspects of 19th Century 
a rural Ontario village.  To date, historically and 
architecturally signifi cant buildings of both wood 
and brick construction survive, containing both 
residential and commercial uses.  

The commercial section retains its former residential 
scale and ambiance which lends much to its 
attractiveness and character.  Notable uses still 
found in the district include:  blacksmith shop, hotel, 
train-station, a number of shops as well as three 
churches.

Plan Objectives:
Its objectives were to retain, conserve and restore the 
area’s heritage buildings, to conserve or reintroduce 
landscape and streetscape features, encourage 
compatible infi ll construction, and foster community 
support and pride for Unionville’s heritage legacy.

Designated on February 1965

Context:  
The exceptionally fi ne quality of the Village 
architecture together with its special quaintness is  
found nowhere else in New York.  One of the most 
notable and usual features, to be found only in 
the Greenwich Village, is the array of handsome 
studios for artists.  

The eastern portion has the open sweep of 
Washington Square and the splendid vista of Fifth 
Avenue, while the western portion has other fi ne 
buildings, roadways with unexpected changes 
in direction and glimpses of quaint little streets.  
Other notable attributes include:  its many tree-
lined streets and the human scale of so many of 
its buildings.

Plan Objectives:
Designation seeks to preserve the exceptional 
quality and character of the area - the architectural 
quality, the nature of the artistic life within the 
boundaries, and the feeling of history that permeates 
its streets.  

Designated on February 2003

Context:  
These two streets in the Lincoln Park community 
area form one of the fi nest nineteenth-century 
neighbourhood commercial streetscapes 
remaining in Chicago. The district contains 
an excellent cross-section of residential and 
commercial building types signifi cant in the 
development of such streets, including small 
residential buildings and larger, multi-story mixed-
use buildings.

The blocks of Armitage and Halsted included in 
this district are among Chicago’s most picturesque 
streetscapes due to the overall quality and high level 
of design, craftsmanship, and integrity displayed 
by the buildings, including brick and stone detailing 
and pressed-metal cornices, bays, and turrets.

Plan Objectives:
The designation process was inclusive of 
neighbourhood residents, property and business 
owners.  Designation was seen to provide benefi ts 
to the future success of this vital retail area and 
preserve the architectural character of a widely 
admired neighbourhood.
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