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Lot Street to Queen Street

Queen Street is one of the early traces of 
European settlement in Toronto. 

Originally known as Lot Street, Queen Street was the 
baseline established by the Royal Engineers, when they 

laid out the town of York (now Toronto), in 1793

1793 - Alexander Aitkin conducted the survey of York, proclaimed on August 27, 
1793. It consisted of a tiny ten-block town site for a meager population of 241.  The 
area lay to the east of Yonge Street and was bounded by George Street on the 
west, Berkeley Street on the east, Duke Street (now Adelaide), and Palace Street 
(now Front).  At fi rst growth was modest, but four years later, in 1797, the town 
limit had expanded north to Lot Street. 

1823 - Lieutenant George Phillpotts, of the Royal Engineers, recorded extensive 
farmland south of Lot Street and identifi ed a heavily subdivided area on the banks 
of the Don River.  

1830 - The town of York was established in part to provide for an infl ux of United 
Empire Loyalist.  By the 1830s the prestige attached to the ownership of the park 
lots (north of Queen to Bloor) had shifted due to urban expansion. As a result many 
of the great estates were subdivided and sold for speculative building. 

1833 - One year before York was incorporated as the city of Toronto in 1834, 
a plan by Richard Henry Bonnycastle, of the Royal Engineers, noted that the 
southern portions of the Park lots around College (now University) Avenue were 
being subdivided and built up. 

1842 - Nine years later the James Cane map located the city limits one block north 
of Lot Street, with subdivision taking place on both sides of Queen Street between 
College (now University) and Spadina Avenues.  Cane’s map is unusual in marking 
out the general streetscape, as well as the major public structures.  

1851 - Sir Sanford Fleming surveyed the City and documented the growing density 
of the commercial landscape.

1858 - The Charles Unwin map focuses on the major public buildings, delineating 
the location of St. George’s Anglican church, Bickey’s Foundry, the Orphan’s 
Home, the Public Baths, and a Public School, all clustered within a block of one 
another on the north side of Queen Street, to the west of Grange. 

The Boulton Atlas is the most useful document mapping out the early development 
along Queen Street West – this is the fi rst to map the city’s properties on a 
detailed lot by lot, building by building basis.  

1860s - Toronto street directories indicate a diverse range of tenants and 
occupations living and working in Queen Street West.  Prominent fi gures, such 
as lawyer, politician, and businessman John Hillyard Cameron and civil engineer 
and railway entrepreneur William Armstrong lived among a retinue of grocers, 
druggists, confectioners, cabinetmakers, tailors, dressmakers, milliners, fi remen, 
policemen, and blacksmiths.  

1899 - The Fire Insurance Atlases by Charles Goad not only delineated buildings 
individually (similar to the Boultan atlas), they used a colour code to identify the 
materials out of which the buildings were constructed.  This map clearly indicates 
the growing density of the commercial sector throughout the urban grid and 
particularly along Queen Street West.  

1950s - 1960s - The mid 1950s and 1960s underline the assemblage of small 
businesses that continued to front Queen Street well into the twentieth century.  
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