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Green Arts Barns is About

Dynamic 
cultural 
environments

� Stronger 
local
economies

� Richer 
social 
fabric

� Cleaner, 
greener 
environment

� Regeneration

� Creative 
cluster 
growth

� Community 
economic 
development

� Wealth 
creation

� Climate that 
fosters and 
sustains 
creativity and 
innovation

� Community 
animation/ 
engagement

� Stewardship 
of public 
space

� Social-
mission 
organizations

� Youth 
engagement

� Social 
inclusion

� Brownfield 
remediation

� Environmental 
organizations

� Environmentally-
friendly 
approaches and 
technologies

� Environmental 
awareness 

� Reduction of 
greenhouse gas 
emissions

� Creative 
people and 
organizations

� Artistically 
vibrant 
communities

� Authenticity 
and heritage 
preservation

� Development 
momentum 
and buzz

� Awareness  
about
creativity
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The Artscape Portfolio

� Artists
� Arts organizations
� Environmental 

organizations
� Social agencies

� Work and Live/Work 
studios

� Offices
� Artist retail
� Rehearsal and 

Performance Spaces
� Galleries

� 6 multi-tenant Clusters
� 216,000 Square Feet
� 214 Studios / 62 Affordable Housing Units
� Over 60 Non-Profit Organizations
� Over 300 Artists 
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Aspirations

� A legacy of public 
transit

� A model of 
heritage 
preservation

� An arts centre

� An environmental 
centre

� A learning 
environment

� A new park
� A community 

centre
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The Challenges

� Contaminated land
� Industrial site in the heart of a 

residential community
� Owner lacks resources to develop 

and operate
� Divided community
� A long-neglected set of buildings
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Old Approaches No Longer Work

� City has no resources to develop or 
operate

� 1/3, 1/3, 1/3 arts funding model 
obsolete

� Investment priorities for the City have 
shifted

� A single use will not sustain the 
facility
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Rethinking and Reinventing

� What is a community 
centre, an arts centre 
or park

� What could be the 
role and capacity of 
community

� What can 
intermediaries bring

� Where are there 
partnership models

� What could the value 
proposition be and to 
whom
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A New Set of Development Principles

� A bold new vision and approach to:

� Engage and harness the creative 
capacity of community

� Be economically and environmentally 
sustainable

� Advance best practices in creative 
community building

� Serve multiple constituencies and 
have multi-dimensional impact
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A Diverse and Dynamic Program

� Arts production, 
education and 
awareness

� Environmental 
education and 
awareness

� Affordable housing 
for artists and their 
families

� Food security and 
production

� Heritage 
preservation and 
brownfield 
remediation

� Legacy of public 
transit

� Recreation and 
leisure
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The Studio Barn

The Studio Barn will provide 
26 live/work studios and 15 
work-only studios to 
professional artists as well as 
host a Community Gallery. 
The Studio Barn will provide 
an alternative to traditional 
housing and create a sense of 
community where artists can 
live, work and interconnect 
with their neighbourhood. 

The Community Gallery 
component will feature the 
work of artists living and 
working in the Barns, artists 
from the local community as 
well as international artists. 
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The Covered Street

The Covered Street Barn will 
provide affordable community 
use space. This will include 
year-round access for 
community meetings, markets, 
events, exhibitions, and 
festivals.

The Covered Street Barn will 
provide an area for vendors to 
create a hub of economic 
activity in the neighbourhood 
and the artist studios and 
community groups in the 
adjacent barns will have their 
entrances open onto the space.
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The Community Barn

The Community Barn will 
provide affordable programming, 
rehearsal, office and meeting 
space to not-for-profit 
community arts and 
environmental organizations. 
Access to affordable, long-term 
and appropriate space is a key 
capacity issue for not-for-profit 
organizations. 

The Community Barn will enhance the capacity of 12 not-for-profit arts and 
environmental organizations including: B Current, Cahoots Theatre Projects, 
Citizens’ Environment Watch, Planet in Focus, LEAF – Local Enhancement and 
Appreciation of Forests, ANDPVA, Latin American-Canadian Arts Projects, The 
Storytellers School of Toronto, Theatre Direct Canada, Theatre Gargantua and 
Women’s Healthy Environments Network.
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The Green Barn

Operated by The Stop 
Community Food Centre, 
The Green Barn will house 
a year-round temperate 
greenhouse, sheltered 
garden, outdoor bake 
oven and compost 
demonstration site. 

It will be a place where 
people of all ages and 
backgrounds can grow, 
eat, celebrate and learn 
about healthy, sustainable 
food.
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Energy Efficiency Features

� Roof and walls performance with lower U-value than 
the MNECB requirements reduces solar gains in 
summer and heat loss in winter.

� High performance glazing reduces solar gains and 
enhances use of daylighting.

� External shades reduce solar gains.

� Lower lighting power density reduces lighting energy 
consumption and lowers internal gains.

� Natural ventilation reduces reliance on mechanical 
cooling.

� Radiant heating system eliminates fan energy.

� Ground source heat pump provides heating and 
cooling most effectively than standard boiler and 
chiller. 
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Artscape Groundsource Heat Pump System

http://www.eere.energy.gov/consumer/your_home/space_heating_cooling/index.cfm/mytopic=12650
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Other Green (LEED) Features

� Sustainable Sites

� Water Efficiency

� Energy and Atmosphere

� Materials and Resources

� Indoor Environment Quality

� Innovation and Design Process
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Artscape Green Arts Barns

www.torontoartscape.on.ca/barns
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