
In August 2008, the City of Toronto commissioned an Environmental 
Assessment Study to confirm the need and justification for a potential 
pedestrian and cycle bridge, connecting the west end of Fort York to areas 
north of the existing railway tracks, between Strachan Avenue and Bathurst 
Street.

The Fort York Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge Study is integral to the City of 
Toronto’s broader plan to revitalize the waterfront, through a vision that will 
reflect the diversity of Toronto’s past, present and future. Historic Fort York, 
and the lands around the Garrison Creek corridor, represent cultural features 
in the urban landscape that have direct relevance to the pedestrian-cycle 
bridge study.

Two (2) Public Information Centre (PIC) Meetings are intended to present 
details of the project and to receive public feedback on the direction, 
alternative designs and recommendations of the study. An initial PIC 
was held on April 16, 2009, which provided an overview of the many 
background reports that preceded the current study, while also presenting 
a summary of various recent investigations that are pertinent to the 
Environmental Assessment process. 

Much work has been completed since the first PIC, with the focus of the 
Project Team being directed at determining a preferred design concept for 
the bridge. In selecting a preferred design, the team has had to account for 
many technical, environmental and social factors as part of the evaluation 
process.

Based on a comprehensive assessment of the alternatives, as well as 
consideration of public and agency feedback, it is the recommendation of 
the Study Team:

•	 that an inclined arch bridge, following an alignment that evokes the original Garrison Creek corridor (Alternative 4 
“S” Design), be presented as the preferred design concept for the Fort York Pedestrian and Cycle Bridge;

•	 that the proposed pedestrian-cycle bridge include design features that will promote open space/heritage link 
between an extended Stanley Park to the north and various park amenities to the south, including Fort York and 
its proposed Visitor Centre, Garrison Common, Gore Park, June Callwood Park, Coronation Park and the Martin 
Goodman Trail;

•	 that Archaeological and Heritage Built Cultural features, which are prominent in the area, be further assessed in 
conjunction with the detailed design and construction; and,

•	 that the final design elements of the bridge fully recognize its future significance in the Toronto 
“landscape”, by enhancing visual vistas to the Toronto Skyline and Fort York while complementing 
the context of Fort York’s Heritage Conservation District and its designation as a National Historic 
Site.
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Following completion of the Environmental Assessment, the findings, conclusions and recommendations of the Study 
Team, (including the results of the public consultation process) will be documented in an Environmental Study Report 
(ESR) which is scheduled for completion in 2009. The final ESR will be placed on the “public record” for a review period 
of 30 days.

If any member of the public has outstanding concerns with the final ESR, which cannot be resolved in discussions with 
the proponent (City of Toronto), then a formal request may be made to the Minister of the Environment to consider an 
order for the project to comply with Part II of the Environmental Assessment Act (referred to as a Part II Order).

Upon the successful conclusion of this Environmental Assessment, it is the City’s desire to move forward with detailed 
engineering and construction in 2010/2011. The ultimate goal of the City of Toronto is to open the Fort York Pedestrian 
and Cycle Bridge in time for the Bicentennial Celebrations of the War of 1812, planned for Spring 2012.

For further information regarding this project initiative, please contact:

City of Toronto
Waterfront Secretariat			
Mr. Stephen McKenna, Project Manager	
City Hall, 12th floor, East Tower		
100 Queen Street West			 
Toronto, Ontario M5H 2N2		
smckenna@toronto.ca			
416-397-4082 

Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Mr. Garry Leveck, P.Eng., Project Manager
49 Frederick Street 
Kitchener, Ontario N2H  6M7
garry.leveck@stantec.com
519-585-7316


