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MEMORANDUM 
 

DATE June 30, 2011 

 

To: file 

 

From: Stephen Schijns, P.Eng., Manager, Infrastructure Planning 

 

Copy to: Scott Thorburn, URS Canada 

 Harold Madi, Planning Partnership 

 Dave Dunn, Cycling Infrastructure and Programs 

 Scott Mitchell, Technical Services 

 Mike Logan, Public Consultation 

 John Mende, Director, Transportation Infrastructure Management 

 

Subject: Cycling Figures on John Street 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

As part of the John Street Environmental Assessment Study, cycling use of the street is to be 

documented as one element in the Background Information stage. This memo summarizes all the 

cycling information assembled and used in the study. 

 

This memo recognizes the concern and controversy over the use of a "2 %" mode share for cyclists in 

the first round of public consultation (June 2010) and addresses how that figure was generated. 

 

There were three cycling data sources used in the study: 

1) City traffic counts (2007 – 2009) 

2) URS off-peak counts (April – May, 2010) 

3) City cycling tube counts (Sept. – Oct. 2010) 

 

In addition, Toronto Cyclists Union founder Dave Meslin has published peak period counts undertaken 

informally in June 2011. 

 

Note that the 100+ pages of raw traffic counts upon which this discussion is based are not attached, but 

remain on file. 
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1. City Traffic Counts (2007 – 2009) 

 

At the start of the John Street study, the City provided the Consultant (URS) with the following 

weekday traffic counts, as being the most recent available in the corridor: 

  

John Street / Queen Street West:  Thursday, April 23, 2009 

John Street / Richmond Street West:  Monday, March 2, 2009 

John Street / Adelaide Street West:  Wednesday, August 1, 2007 

John Street / King Street West:  Monday, June 25, 2007 

John Street / Wellington Street West:  Monday, November 3, 2008 

John Street / Front Street West:  Thursday, April 23, 2009 

 

The John / Adelaide count was the only one showing peak hour cycling volumes, and even then only in 

the southbound direction. Auto figures appeared to be valid for all the counts. The counts were 

summarized for the AM and PM Peak hours in Figures 2-3 and 2-4 in Technical Memo #1 (see 

following). 

 

At the John / Adelaide intersection, the mode share breakdown for north-south travel on John Street can 

be calculated in the southbound direction: 

 

Peak Hour AM PM 

No. Share No. Share 

Autos 194 - 315 - 

Auto Persons* 233 48 % 378 48% 

Cyclists 123 25 % 57 7% 

Pedestrians 133 27 % 349 45% 

Total persons 489 100 % 784 100% 

 

*assume 1.2 persons per auto 

 

These unidirectional figures for one intersection drawn from one weekday in August 2007 can not be 

considered representative of the John Street corridor as a whole, and indeed are not likely reliable for 

non-auto modes. It is the City's experience that intersection counts, unless specifically targeting 

pedestrian and cyclist activity, do not generally yield reliable data for those modes of travel
1
. The City 

will undertake separate counts for pedestrians and cyclists when necessary. 

 

                                                 
1
 The figures here may be compared with the all-mode counts undertaken in June 2011 for southbound John Street at 

Richmond Street (see Section 5): the auto count is comparable (223 vs. 194) but both the cyclist (267 vs. 123) and 

pedestrian (351 vs. 133) counts are substantially greater, yielding a 30 % / 30 % / 40 % distribution of auto users, cyclists, 

and pedestrians compared to the 48 % / 7 % / 45 % result shown here. 



 - 3 - 

 
 



 - 4 - 

 



 - 5 - 

 

2. URS Off-Peak Counts (2010) 

 

To supplement the City's weekday auto traffic counts and to gain useful pedestrian data for the EA 

study, URS commissioned a set of off-peak counts aimed primarily at understanding the pedestrian 

volumes on weekend evenings and during special events. These counts were undertaken as follows: 

 

Friday, April 23, 2010: 8:00 PM to12:00 PM 

Friday, April 30, 2010  6:00 PM to10:00 PM 

Saturday, May 15, 2010 4:00 PM to 8:00 PM 

 

The April 23 count did not document cyclists; this was corrected for the subsequent counts. 

 

The April 30 count reflected a Blue Jays baseball game that started at 7:07 PM and ended at 9:48 PM
2
. 

 

The detailed counts were summarized in Figure 2-3 for the peak hours extracted from all five peak 

periods (AM and PM peak hour City counts, and Friday early evening, Friday late evening, and 

Saturday evening URS counts). Note that some minor adjustments were made in balancing the AM and 

PM counts. 

                                                 
2
 It may be noted that the Blue Jays attendance for that game (12,722) was relatively low; the team's average attendance in 

2010 was 19,173 (the lowest in team history at the Rogers Centre), and the range was from 10,314 to 46,321 over 78 home 

dates. Higher-attendance games would be assumed to generate greater pedestrian volume and hence higher pedestrian mode 

shares on John Street before and after games. It may also be noted that over the preceding decade Blue Jays attendance 

averaged between 20,000 and 30,000; the 1993 championship season attained an average attendance of 50,098. 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

Table 2-3 summarizes the key data from Figure 2-3. Note that the only valid weekday peak period 

cycling volumes are southbound at Adelaide Street. The person-trip volumes assume 1.1 persons per 

vehicle in peak hours and 2.0 persons per vehicle on evenings and weekends. 

 

 
3. URS Usage Calculations 

 

The project team wanted to present some indication of all modes of usage along John Street at the 

June 2010 PIC. However, a detailed accounting of the activity was not possible due to the lack of 

cyclist counts for many time periods and locations throughout the corridor. The following steps 

were taken: 

 

• Recognizing that the Friday April 30th and May 15th datasets were complete, a block-by-

block calculation of the number of vehicles, cyclists and pedestrians was made, based on the 

N/A  
127 

N/A  
57 

N/A  
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intersection counts. It was assumed that the proportion of various transportation modes 

within each link is similar to the southern intersection of the link. For example, the John 

Street / Adelaide Street data were used to represent the block of John street from Richmond 

Street West to Adelaide Street West 

 

• In the example highlighted below, the total north-south vehicular activity (cars plus trucks) 

was generated by summing up the total southbound exiting (139 cars + 2 trucks= 141 

vehicles) and northbound exiting (185 cars + 4 trucks= 189 vehicles per hour) at the John 

street intersection with Adelaide Street West. 

 

• Similar calculations were made for the other locations 

 

The figures from the Saturday evening peak hour (specific hour varies depending on the intersection) 

show, in the first four columns, the number of vehicles at each approach. Assuming an average 2.0 

persons per vehicle, the "NS" column totals the number of people moving north-south through each 

intersection by car, bicycle, and foot. The modal share of person movement is calculated at each 

intersection for the segment to its north. 

 

The small table to the right summarizes the situation along the whole of the corridor, by simply 

mathematically averaging the north-south activity in the six subsections. The "average" modal share is 

calculated from that data. The range by block is also noted for each mode. 
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Following are the data and averages for the Friday evening peak hour (Blue Jays game), using the same 

calculations.  

 

 
 

To summarize, the Saturday evening cycling mode share on John Street was, on average, 2.1 % and 

varied by block between 0.4 % and 4 %. The Friday evening (event) cycling mode share averaged 2.7 

% and varied between 1 % and 4 % by block. 
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For the non-Blue Jays Friday evening of April 23, 2010, cyclists had not been counted separately. On 

the assumption that a 2 % average mode share as calculated from the April 30 and May 15 counts could 

reasonably be applied to April 23, the same calculations as above were made, with the exception that    

2 % of the total person volume was reassigned to the cycling mode, and added to the total. The 

pedestrian mode share was affected only marginally. 

 

In the Front / Wellington line below, for example, the total NS car volume 158 + 186 = 344; at 2.0 

persons per auto that equals 688 auto persons. Total NS persons = 688 in cars + 237 pedestrians = 925. 

Assigning 2 % to cyclists is 0.02 x 925 = 19. 
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The same approach was taken for AM and PM weekday peak periods – adding 2 % cycling share to the 

total counted volumes. A 1.1 persons/vehicle occupancy rate was used for autos during weekday peak 

periods. Note that the intent was to highlight the significant pedestrian volume and mode share, 

particularly in relationship to the amount of sidewalk available on John Street. The relative distribution 

of roadway users between cars and bikes was not germane to the pedestrian analysis. It is important, 

however, to note that the weekend-based 2% assignment for peak period cycling use is inappropriate 

and should have been corrected. Understating the cycling mode share also had the effect of 

proportionally overstating the auto and pedestrian shares. 

 

Unfortunately, there was very little peak period cycling data available at that point in the study upon 

which to base a correct mode distribution; the only count was SB at Adelaide from August 2007. It 

(unreliably, per footnote 1) showed 127 bikes in the AM peak and 57 in the PM peak, as opposed to the 

much lower (two-way) cycling figures below (22 AM, 25 PM), as inferred by the 2% assignment 

(below). Proportionally, this would infer a 5 % - 10 % peak hour cycling mode share at that location. 

 

 
 



 - 12 - 

 
 

Weekday average midday traffic counts were also drawn from the City's intersection data and adjusted 

to show 2 % cycling volumes: 

 

 
 

The "Average" mode shares were then tabulated for each timeframe and put in a more graphic form by 

the Consultant in preparation for Public Information Centre #1, on June 17, 2010 (following). The 

intent of the graphic was to focus on the disproportionate share of the right-of-way available for 

pedestrians as opposed to street users (autos and bikes) but the highlighting of the bike share as a 

separate uniform "2%" assumption was not only incorrect in terms of AM and PM peak period 

characteristics but distracted from the main thrust of the display.  
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The Project Team and the public observed that the consistent "2 % cycling trips" figure appeared odd 

and not in line with expectations that it would be higher and would vary by time scenario. While the 

2% share as used in the Saturday and Friday (Special Events) scenarios is correct and supported by the 

data, and its application to the Friday evening scenario is defensible, it should not have been used for 

the Weekday AM and PM peaks. At the very least, those figures should have been asterisked or 

annotated as to their basis in an assumption drawn from off-peak periods. Alternatively, they could 

have been marked as "N/A". 
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The Project Team determined that continued use of percentage mode shares was not useful; the actual 

volumes were used from this point forward. Recognizing that better weekday peak period cycling data 

was needed, the City undertook to do some counts. 

 

4. City Cycling Counts (2010) 

 

In order to provide both weekday peak period cycling volumes and a better understanding of the 24 

hour distribution of cycling, City Cycling staff set out automatic (tube) counters on John Street in late 

September / early October 2010. Equipment availability and tube damage limited the amount of data 

collected, but one full day was monitored at Queen Street (Wednesday, September 29) and two full 

days were monitored at King Street (Friday, October 1 and Wednesday, October 13). The results are 

tabulated below, and were posted on the City's web site at 
 http://www.toronto.ca/cycling/reports/pdf/john.pdf. 
 

Bicycle Counts on John Street at Queen Street

Day: Wednesday

Date: 9/29/10

Weather: 19° C, No Rain

Direction: Northbound Direction: Southbound

Position: Curb lane just Position: Curb lane just 

south of Queen St. south of Queen St.

Hour Bikes Hour Bikes

12:00:00 AM 6 12:00:00 AM 2

1:00:00 AM 4 1:00:00 AM 2

2:00:00 AM 0 2:00:00 AM 0

3:00:00 AM 0 3:00:00 AM 1

4:00:00 AM 0 4:00:00 AM 2

5:00:00 AM 4 5:00:00 AM 4

6:00:00 AM 2 6:00:00 AM 18

7:00:00 AM 14 7:00:00 AM 46

8:00:00 AM 33 8:00:00 AM 148

9:00:00 AM 31 9:00:00 AM 97

10:00:00 AM 23 10:00:00 AM 24

11:00:00 AM 29 11:00:00 AM 28

12:00:00 PM 30 12:00:00 PM 31

1:00:00 PM 36 1:00:00 PM 45

2:00:00 PM 30 2:00:00 PM 40

3:00:00 PM 31 3:00:00 PM 44

4:00:00 PM 87 4:00:00 PM 40

5:00:00 PM 142 5:00:00 PM 46

6:00:00 PM 85 6:00:00 PM 49

7:00:00 PM 37 7:00:00 PM 25

8:00:00 PM 37 8:00:00 PM 27

9:00:00 PM 22 9:00:00 PM 10

10:00:00 PM 27 10:00:00 PM 11

11:00:00 PM 26 11:00:00 PM 10

Total 736 Total 750  
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Bicycle Counts on John Street at King Street

Day: Friday Day: Wednesday

Date: 10/1/10 Date: 10/13/10

Weather: 17° C, No Rain Weather: 16° C, 10mm Rain (at night)

Direction: Northbound Direction: Southbound Direction: Northbound Direction: Southbound

Position: Curb lane just Position: Curb lane just Position: Curb lane just Position: Curb lane just 

north of King St. north of King St. south of King St. south of King St.

Hour Bikes Hour Bikes Hour Bikes Hour Bikes

12:00:00 AM 5 12:00:00 AM 3 12:00:00 AM 1 12:00:00 AM 1

1:00:00 AM 3 1:00:00 AM 0 1:00:00 AM 1 1:00:00 AM 1

2:00:00 AM 6 2:00:00 AM 2 2:00:00 AM 0 2:00:00 AM 1

3:00:00 AM 1 3:00:00 AM 1 3:00:00 AM 0 3:00:00 AM 1

4:00:00 AM 1 4:00:00 AM 0 4:00:00 AM 1 4:00:00 AM 2

5:00:00 AM 0 5:00:00 AM 0 5:00:00 AM 1 5:00:00 AM 6

6:00:00 AM 3 6:00:00 AM 6 6:00:00 AM 4 6:00:00 AM 8

7:00:00 AM 13 7:00:00 AM 28 7:00:00 AM 11 7:00:00 AM 20

8:00:00 AM 11 8:00:00 AM 77 8:00:00 AM 17 8:00:00 AM 58

9:00:00 AM 21 9:00:00 AM 50 9:00:00 AM 16 9:00:00 AM 53

10:00:00 AM 11 10:00:00 AM 4 10:00:00 AM 5 10:00:00 AM 19

11:00:00 AM 17 11:00:00 AM 5 11:00:00 AM 4 11:00:00 AM 13

12:00:00 PM 26 12:00:00 PM 3 12:00:00 PM 10 12:00:00 PM 22

1:00:00 PM 25 1:00:00 PM 13 1:00:00 PM 7 1:00:00 PM 18

2:00:00 PM 27 2:00:00 PM 26 2:00:00 PM 17 2:00:00 PM 14

3:00:00 PM 26 3:00:00 PM 28 3:00:00 PM 13 3:00:00 PM 22

4:00:00 PM 67 4:00:00 PM 24 4:00:00 PM 39 4:00:00 PM 17

5:00:00 PM 102 5:00:00 PM 19 5:00:00 PM 58 5:00:00 PM 31

6:00:00 PM 49 6:00:00 PM 20 6:00:00 PM 30 6:00:00 PM 16

7:00:00 PM 15 7:00:00 PM 10 7:00:00 PM 13 7:00:00 PM 13

8:00:00 PM 19 8:00:00 PM 10 8:00:00 PM 6 8:00:00 PM 4

9:00:00 PM 16 9:00:00 PM 8 9:00:00 PM 11 9:00:00 PM 4

10:00:00 PM 20 10:00:00 PM 8 10:00:00 PM 6 10:00:00 PM 2

11:00:00 PM 13 11:00:00 PM 9 11:00:00 PM 13 11:00:00 PM 1

Total 497 Total 354 Total 284 Total 347  
 

The peak hours for cycling are highlighted: 8 – 9 AM (southbound) and 5 – 6 PM (northbound). The 24 

hour and peak hour figures were summarized as follows: 

 

Weekday Counts North South Total AM Peak PM Peak

John St. & Queen Street - Wed. Sep 29 736 750 1,486 8:00 (181) 5:00 (186)

John St. & King Street - Fri. Oct. 1 497 354 851 8:00 (88) 5:00 (121)  
 

Cycling staff notes included: 

 

1) Note that the previous Friday Apr 30th counts which were only from 6:00 -10:00 PM miss the peak 

hour for cyclists which is from 5:00 - 6:00 PM. The 24 hour counts at all the locations show that the 

same number of cyclists travel in the peak direction in the peak hour as in those 4 hours after the peak 

combined. 
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2) The Sept 29th count seems to be representative for the link between Queen and Richmond when 

compared to the April 30th count (slightly higher as expected since mid-week typically higher than 

Monday or Friday counts). However, both this count (Fall) and the Apr 30th count (Spring) likely 

underestimate the peak cycling volumes on John St (Summer). 

 

3) The Oct 1st count is consistent with the Friday April 30th count but does not represent the peak 

condition for this location (both are Friday counts vs mid-week) 

 

4) The numbers in Oct 13th count appear to be low. We would have expected these mid-week volumes 

to be higher than in the Apr 30th (Friday) count. This is possibly due to the rain/weather or perhaps the 

count being even later in October. The count does still provide useful information for the hourly 

distribution at this location. 

 

It is noteworthy that volumes vary considerably between counts. It should also be noted that the cycling 

counts did not collect auto and pedestrian data, so site- and date-specific mode shares cannot be 

calculated. It may also be noted that the automatic tube method of gathering cycling data is reliable and 

cost-effective, but some cyclists could avoid the tube while others may be double-counted. The data 

may be assumed to be reasonably accurate for the purposes of this study. 

 

5. Dave Meslin Counts (2011) 

 

Dave Meslin is active in the cycling community and, on his blog (http://meslin.wordpress.com/) he 

commented in June 2010 about the apparent inaccuracy in using a uniform "2% Cyclists" mode share in 

one display panel shown at Public Information Centre #1 (June 17, 2010) (see 

http://meslin.wordpress.com/2010/06/28/john-street/ ). As outlined above, this concern was shared by 

other members of the public and the Project Team, and the City consequently undertook cycling counts 

later in 2010 (as documented above) to ensure that correct and updated counts were used in the study. 

The display panel was, however, not removed from the project web page, as it remains a record of what 

was presented at PIC #1, even if some of the figures were inappropriate and were never used in the 

project technical work. 

 

Noting that the PIC #1 "2%" proportion appeared to remain the figures of record as the study 

approached PIC #2 in June 2011, even though the Project Team was in fact using the updated volumes, 

Mr. Meslin undertook to do a field count of cycling use of John Street on Wednesday, June 15, 2011. 

This was documented in http://meslin.wordpress.com/2011/06/15/tally_ho/ . It should be noted that Mr. 

Meslin promoted the count in advance on his twitter account and blog, so it is possible that some 

additional cyclists were drawn to the corridor to participate. 

 

The data was presented as (all material reprinted with the permission of Dave Meslin): 

32% : Average for cyclists over two hours, southbound at Richmond. 

37% : Highest level of cyclists during a 15 minute period at Richmond. 

50% : Average for bikes over 90 minutes, southbound, north of Queen. 

774 : Southbound rush-hour cyclists in the Entertainment District 
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I could hardly believe the numbers as they came in.  The discrepancy between the data is astounding:  

 

The raw data was tabulated as follows: 

 

 

Additional counts undertaken by the Meslin team on Peter Street and Simcoe Street are not shown here, 

but are available on the web site. 

(As shown in PIC 

#1 display) 

(Meslin team count) 
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- For overall person movement southbound on John Street at Richmond (assuming 1.2 persons 

per auto), the AM peak hour is recorded from 8:15 to 9:15. The total car volume in that hour 

was 223; the total persons in cars may be assumed as 1.2 x 223 = 268. The total bike count was 

267, and the total pedestrian volume was 351, for a total person volume (all modes) of 886. The 

cycling share was 30.1% 

 

- A similar calculation for John Street north of Queen Street in the 8:15 – 9:15 AM peak hour 

yields 124 autos, 149 auto occupants, 314 cyclists, and 181 pedestrians, for a 48.8% cyclist 

share of a 644 total person volume southbound. Northbound for the same hour (noting that the 

northbound peak itself appears to be from 8:30 to 9:30 or later), the figures are 73 autos, 88 auto 

occupants, 41 bikes, 182 pedestrians, and 311 total persons. This yields a 13.2 % cycle mode 

share. 

 

Some observations: 

- Despite the risk of the count results being influenced by the advance publicity, it is likely that 

the results were not skewed beyond the norms of day-to-day variation in travel patterns. It may 

be assumed that the counted numbers themselves are valid for the particular day 

 

- There were no weather concerns, and no documented special events or closures that would 

significantly affect the counts. 

 

- It is important to note that Meslin's percentage calculations reflect a 1.0 persons per auto 

occupancy rate and therefore slightly overrepresent the cycling proportions in terms of total 

person movement in the corridor (which is the normal technical measure used in planning). 

Without doing specific occupancy counts, a factor of 1.2 persons per hour is normally applied in 

urban peak periods. The difference is not significant; the cycling mode share in the Richmond 

Street peak hour, for example, is shown as 31.8% by Meslin; adjusting for 1.2 persons per auto 

occupancy rate to create a "true" person mode share, the result is 30.1%. 

 

- It may be noted that the peak hour in the Meslin count (8:15 – 9:15 AM) differs slightly from 

the peak hour (8 – 9 AM) in the City's 2010 hourly counts. 

 

- The Meslin counts cannot be directly compared with the City's 2010 counts, as they differ in 

terms of season, location, and peak hour. It is unknown how many cyclists at Meslin's north of 

Queen station carried across Queen to the City's nearest counting station south of Queen. 

Nevertheless, the Meslin figures for John Street north of Queen Street (314 cyclists southbound 

in a June AM peak hour) are, not unexpectedly, somewhat higher than the City's 2010 count of 

148 cyclists in a September peak hour south of Queen Street. The Meslin counts at Richmond 

Street cannot be compared with the City's counts at King Street. 

 

On Monday, June 21, 2011, the Meslin team undertook a similar field count in the PM peak period 

(4:00 – 6:00 PM) (see http://meslin.wordpress.com/2011/06/21/john_count_2/ ). Meslin's observations 

of the key results were: 

21% : Average for cyclists over two hours, northbound at Richmond. 

30% : Highest level of cyclists during a 15 minute period at Richmond. 

18% : Average for bikes over two hours, northbound, at Adelaide. 

24% : Highest level of cyclists during a 15 minute period at Adelaide. 

695 : Northbound rush-hour cyclists in the Entertainment District. 
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The raw Meslin data tables for John Street are as follows: 

 

 

 
 

The PM peak counts yield the following results: 

 

- For overall person movement northbound on John Street north of Richmond (assuming 1.2 

persons per auto), the PM peak hour is recorded from 5:00 to 6:00. The total cars in that hour 

was 208; the total persons in cars 250. The total bike count was 256, and the total pedestrian 

volume was 566, for a total person volume (all modes) of 1,072. The cycling share was 23.9% 

 

- A similar calculation for John Street north of Adelaide Street in the 4:45 – 5:45 PM peak hour 

yields 303 autos, 364 auto occupants, 205 cyclists, and 492 pedestrians, for a 19.3% cyclist 

share of 1,061 total person volume northbound. 

 

Again, the count locations, seasons, and specific peak hours are not directly comparable with the City's 

2010 data, but the 2011 results supplement and confirm the strong weekday peak period presence of 

cyclists on John Street. The PM peak hour northbound count of cyclists by the City "south of Queen" in 

September 2010 was 142; Meslin's team's count "north of Richmond" in June was 256. Again, it is not 

surprising for summer conditions to yield higher cycling volumes than those of the end of September. 
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6. Summary and Conclusions 

 

The use of John Street by cyclists has been documented in several ways through the Environmental 

Assessment study: 

• City intersection counts for weekday peak periods 

• Consultant intersection counts for selected weekend and evening periods 

• City 24 hour tube counts at two locations 

• Private (Dave Meslin) weekday peak period volume counts at three locations 

 

Although each count process has its limitations, collectively, there is adequate information about 

cycling to be able to feed in to the EA process of identifying, analyzing, and evaluating corridor 

improvement alternatives. 

 

All the available John Street cycling counts are summarized below: 

 

Location Date Source Peak Hour Peak Hour 

Cyclist Volume 

Peak Hour Cyclist 

Person Mode Share 

John / Adelaide Wed Aug 1 07 City 

Traffic 

Weekday AM SB 123 25 % 

Weekday PM SB 57 7 % 

Six John Street 

intersections 

Fri Apr 30 10 URS Fri Evening  15 - 107 1 % - 4 %; avg. 2.7 % 

Sat May 15 10 Sat Afternoon  5 - 90 0.4 % - 4 %; avg. 2.1 % 

John / Queen Wed Sep 29 10 City 

Cycling 

Weekday AM SB 148 n/a 

Weekday AM NB 33 

Weekday PM SB 46 

Weekday PM NB 142 

John / King Fri Oct 1 10 / 

Wed Oct 13 10 

Weekday AM SB 77 / 58 n/a 

Weekday AM NB 11 / 17 

Weekday PM SB 19 / 31 

Weekday PM NB 102 / 58 

John N of 

Richmond 

Wed Jun 15 11 Dave 

Meslin 

team 

Weekday AM SB 267 30% 

Mon Jun 21 11 Weekday PM NB 256 24 % 

John N of 

Queen 

Wed Jun 15 11 Weekday AM SB 314 49 % 

Weekday AM NB 41 13 % 

John N of 

Adelaide 

Mon Jun 21 11 Weekday PM NB 205 19 % 

 

There was one error in analyzing and communicating cycling mode shares to the public; a display panel 

in the first Public Information Centre (June 2010) indicated that the cycling share of all person-trips 

along John Street was a uniform 2 % in all time periods. That figure is representative for evening and 

weekend situations but is incorrect for the weekday AM and PM peak periods. 

 

Although that peak period mode share assignment was not used by the Study Team and the figures 

were subsequently replaced by the City's counts, the updated counts as used in the analysis were not 

communicated to the public. Meanwhile the PIC #1 displays remained on the project web site (since the 

City does not edit or retroactively remove public display material) and led to the erroneous impression 

by cycling activists that the cycling count was being misused or fabricated as a means of downplaying 

the importance of cycling in the corridor. In fact, as the analysis of alternatives demonstrates, cycling 

issues play a key, if not dominant, role in the deliberations and differences between alternatives. 

 

This memo will be posted on the project web site, and a note will be added to the PIC #1 display 

showing the mode shares to refer to this memo for correct and updated cycling information. 


