PROPOSED NEW NORTH-SOUTH
STREET BETWEEN HARBOUR STREET &
QUEENS QUAY, EAST OF YORK STREET

Part of Gardiner Expressway
York-Bay-Yonge Interchange Reconfiguration
Environmental Assessment

APRIL 4, 2011




Study Background

Various waterfront transportation / planning studies underway 2000 —
2010

Current study specifically triggered by York Street Pedestrian
Promenade Study:

- Toronto and East York Community Council, Nov. 27, 2007

- modify or remove York / Bay exit ramp in support of the York
Street Pedestrian Promenade Plan

- Executive Committee, June 26, 2008
- endorse Class EA study to look at modifying the York / Bay /
Yonge exit ramp and the Bay Street entry ramp

- City Council, July 15, 2008
- endorsed Executive Committee recommendations



Environmental Assessment Study Purpose

- to support improvements in pedestrian realm, cycling connections,
public spaces and parks

Scope

- Original scope did not specify York loop park improvements, but
did note that the removal of the ramp would enable the park space
to be upgraded.



o) 55 "‘.‘.T.I
ey '

= I;.._"

_JWIS_;LEtr_ee.t =

£t
4-'\‘1-_._.. .

i

= lI ek ;:ﬂ Boulaard




[SiStreet

r

L

“ldka J;ﬂ Boulaard




"HS W& # (

N

TR

FEnng
TIr I

\. Simcoe SIi;:-."'.

L O |

_ - b -
“Extension of naturalised edgé . 1
B LI, oot |\
fithe Seam —FimbesB ,rd&alk\i W R
(Water taxis, paddle boats) .~ "‘" A .I"- N\ i B
. ",l._ L

= / " |
York Slip W\



Queenz Quay A ion Environmental £ t

Plate 9-5: The Preferred Design
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Problems

- out-of-way traffic circulation
- unnecessary delay, congestion, and right turn conflict with pedestrians
- circuitous travel for cyclists, 85 Harbour visitors/workers due to large block
- less-than-desirable access / drop off for 85 Harbour development
- ambiguous transition between public open space and private development
- lack of "framing" of public park
- what is public and what is private
- who is responsible for boundary area
- lack of animated curb space in central waterfront



Needs

- accommodate demands for use of open space currently occupied by loop ramp
- park / open space
- transportation
- Toronto Water (future underground stormwater cistern)
- 85 Harbour Street access
- high quality of urban design as part of central Waterfront plan
- preserve and enhance the ability to pass through and use the park on foot
- compatibility with Queens Quay and York/Bay/Yonge Ramp plans

Note: bus parking / stopping will occur elsewhere along the waterfront; the New Street would
not accommodate buses



Opportunities

- unique opportunity to allocate space in a way that best meets community objectives

- create permanent public park space

- integrate road and park design - animate all four edges of the park

- enhance "public" nature of the park

- on-street parking for short-term use or pick up / drop off

- avoid placing new 85 Harbour parking garage access on major thoroughfare (Harbour
Street)

- provide Toronto Water access in less conspicuous location

- improve flexibility in route choice and congestion avoidance for motorists and cyclists
- improve access to and from 85 Harbour Street (two way access north and south rather
than right-in / right-out on Harbour)

- reduce conflicts between right turning vehicles and pedestrians at major corners



One of the options is o 'do nothing’, and not aeate the proposed mad. This option presents a single lane of traffic with no parking. Direction This option presents a single lane of traffic with parking on one side.

of traffic to be determined. Direction of traffic and location of parking to be determined.

Travel in both directions with no parking permitted. Trawel in both directions with parking permitted along one side of the  Travel in both directions with parking permitted on both sides.
road. The side of the road to be determined.



SUMMARY OF EVALUATION




SUMMARY OF EVALUATION
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Next Steps

- Update project web site with Open House material

- Receive Open House comments by April 15

- Prepare Staff Report on North-South Road consultation
- Present Staff Report to Public Works and Infrastructure
Committee (May 26, 2011)

- Prepare draft Environmental Study Report (ESR)

- Staff review and finalize ESR

- Advise stakeholders and public of availability of ESR for
review (30 day public review period)

- Address any issues / requests that arise in review period
- Publish Notice of Study Completion

- Project moves into capital budget process for funding
and implementation



Your Involvement

- Reqister your attendance
- Review the displays
- Discuss with staff
- Fill in a comment sheet
- Submit written comments by April 15
- here
- by mail
- by e-maill
- Follow project on its web site:
www.toronto.ca/involved/projects/yby_interchange



