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SOURCE CONTROLSSOURCE CONTROLS
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ANNUAL WATER CONSUMPTIONANNUAL WATER CONSUMPTION
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Demonstrate viability of approach with necessary safeguards to support changes 
to the Ontario Building Code.

Demonstrate cost-effectiveness as an “on-site” stormwater management 
measure for inclusion in future redevelopment and development proposals.

Demonstrate viability in a “retrofit”  situation, for large impervious surfaces, 
particularly for large commercial/industrial/institutional roofs.

Raise public awareness about the merits of rainwater harvesting and the wasteful 
use of high quality “drinking water”.

TORONTO WATER’S PILOT PROJECT OBJECTIVESTORONTO WATER’S PILOT PROJECT OBJECTIVES
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RAINWATER HARVESTING WORKSHOPRAINWATER HARVESTING WORKSHOP
(May 24, 2005)(May 24, 2005)
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RAINWATER HARVESTING WORKSHOPRAINWATER HARVESTING WORKSHOP

PARTICIPANTSPARTICIPANTS

• 3 world renowned experts

• 200 participants

• City staff from:  Toronto Water, Technical Services, City Planning, Building, 
Forestry, Parks & Recreation, Toronto Public Health, Facilities & Real Estate

• ABCs:  Exhibition Place, Toronto Zoo, TRCA

• Provincial staff:  MOE, MMAH, MOH

• Federal staff:  CMHC, Environment Canada

• Municipal staff:  Halifax to Vancouver // Iqualuit to Windsor

• Development Industry, Environmental Groups, Academia
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Dual Plumbing Systems within building envelope are not permitted in OBC.

Public health concerns.

Suitable and cost-effective design:  “potable water is cheap” – but can be viable 
option for new development to provide on-site stormwater management.

System must be easy to install, operate and maintain and include appropriate 
public health safeguards.

CONSIDERATIONS IN ADVANCING RAINWATER HARVESTINGCONSIDERATIONS IN ADVANCING RAINWATER HARVESTING
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POTENTIAL PILOT PROJECT SITESPOTENTIAL PILOT PROJECT SITES

• Exhibition Place

• Toronto Zoo

• Minto Development (Yonge and Eglinton)
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EXHIBITION PLACEEXHIBITION PLACE

Interception Concept:
h collect rainwater from “Better Living Centre” roof/s and store in basement

Use Concepts:
h lawn irrigation
h floor washing
h toilet flushing
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TORONTO ZOOTORONTO ZOO

Interception Concept:
h collect rainwater from “Horticultural Building” - maintenance building 

and/or greenhouse roofs
h build cistern (indoors or outdoors)

Use Concepts:
h lawn irrigation
h toilet flushing
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MINTO DEVELOPMENTMINTO DEVELOPMENT

Interception Concept:
h private sector development proposal 
h 16 storey multi-residential building
h 30m X 60m lot
h collect rainwater from roof areas
h build cistern in basement garage or on roof

Use Concepts:
h tree/landscape irrigation
h air conditioning:  cooling tower
h toilet flushing for lower floors



Water

RAINWATER HARVESTING IMPLEMENTATIONRAINWATER HARVESTING IMPLEMENTATION

NEXT STEPSNEXT STEPS

Finalize Concepts & Business Case for City Owned Sites

Detailed Design and Construction

Monitoring & Reporting

Ontario Building Code 
Amendment

Widespread Implementation

Internal Divisional Approval to Proceed
(Building, TPH, Legal, Technical Services)

Works Committee & Council


