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Enacted by Council:  July 29, 1999

CITY OF TORONTO

BY-LAW No. 530-1999

To Provide for Snow and Ice Removal.

The Council of the City of Toronto HEREBY ENACTS as follows:

1. Interpretation

(1) As used in this By-law, the following terms and expressions shall have the meanings
indicated:

BUILDING - includes the land and premises appurtenant to the building 

2. Time Limit for Removal of Snow/Ice from Sidewalks

(1) Every owner or occupant of any building must within twelve (12) hours after any fall
of snow, rain or hail has ceased, clear away and completely remove snow and ice from any sidewalk
on any highway in front of, alongside or at the rear of the building.

(2) After the removal of snow and ice, if any portion of the sidewalk becomes slippery
from any cause, the owner or occupant must immediately and as often as necessary apply to the
sidewalk, ashes, sand, salt or some other suitable material so as to completely cover the slippery
surface.

3. Removal by City from sidewalks adjoining occupied or unoccupied buildings and
vacant land; recovery of costs

(1) Where snow and ice resulting from any fall of snow, rain or hail has not been
removed from a sidewalk situated on a highway in front of, alongside or at the rear of any occupied
or unoccupied building or vacant lot, within twelve (12) hours after the fall of snow, rain or hail has
ceased, the Commissioner of Works and Emergency Services or a person appointed by the
Commissioner may, at the expense of the owner of the building or vacant lot, clear away and remove
the snow and ice, including the remediation of any slippery sidewalk.

(2) The Commissioner of Works and Emergency services must keep an account of all
expenses incurred in doing the work and of the building or vacant lot in respect to which the work
was done.

(3) The expenses incurred in doing the work may be collected or recovered from the
owner of the building or vacant lot in any manner, including the manner provided by section 326
of the Municipal Act.
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4. Removal from Structures

(1) The owner or occupant of any building, which fronts or abuts on or is erected near
to a highway, from which snow or ice may fall upon the highway must, whenever snow or ice
accumulates upon any portion of the building to an extent that is dangerous to the public using the
highway, sidewalk, or laneway, cause the snow or ice to be immediately removed from the building.

(2) The owner or occupant must take proper care and precaution for the warning and the
safety of the public using the highway, sidewalk, and laneway, during the removal of the snow and
ice.

5. Moving Snow onto Streets

(1) No property owner, occupant, or other person shall move or permit to be moved snow
or ice from private property onto a highway, sidewalk or laneway.

6. Offences

(1) Any person who contravenes any provision of this By-law is guilty of an offence. 

7. (1) The meaning of the word and expression “highway” where used in this By-
law shall have the same meanings attributed to the said word and expression by the Highway Traffic
Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter H.8, and amendments and successors thereto.

8. Transition

(1) Despite this By-law, By-law No. 211-74 of the former Municipality of Metropolitan
Toronto, being a by-law “To regulate the use of Metropolitan Roads”, Chapter 304, Snow and Ice
Removal and §313-3 of Chapter 313, Streets and Sidewalks, of the Municipal Code of the former
City of Toronto, Chapter 223, Snow and Ice, of the Municipal Code of the former City of Etobicoke,
By-law No. 701 of the former Borough of East York, being a by-law “For the removal of snow and
ice from public sidewalks”, By-law No. 1381 of the former Borough of East York, Chapter 838,
Snow Clearing - Sidewalk and Chapter 1004, Street, of the Municipal Code of the former City of
York, By-law No. 1212-71 of the former Borough of York, By-law No. 3343-79 of the former
Borough of York, By-law No. 17117 of the former City of Scarborough, By-law No. 21621 of the
former City of North York, being “A By-law to prohibit or regulate the obstructing, encumbering,
injury or fouling of highways”, and By-law No. 5630 of the former City of North York (collectively
referred to as the “other Snow and Ice Removal By-laws”) and any and all provisions therein shall
remain in force until expressly repealed.  
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(2) In the event of any conflict between any one or more of the other Snow and Ice
Removal By-laws and this By-law, the other Snow and Ice Removal By-laws shall govern until
expressly repealed.

ENACTED AND PASSED this 29th day of July, A.D. 1999.

CASE OOTES, NOVINA WONG,           
Deputy Mayor City Clerk

(Corporate Seal)


