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CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW No. 218-2008 
 

A by-law to permit the production and distribution of energy from specific renewable 
devices and cogeneration devices. 

 
WHEREAS City Council recognizes the need to allow for the production and distribution of 
energy from renewable and cogeneration sources within the City; and 
 
WHEREAS City Council recognizes that the integration of renewable and cogeneration energy 
production into the urban fabric of the City is a desirable objective in order to reduce the 
environmental impact of fossil fuel based energy production; and 
 
WHEREAS authority is given to City Council by Section 34 of the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, 
c.P. 13, as amended to pass this by-law; and 
 
WHEREAS City Council has provided adequate information to the public and has held at least 
one public meeting in accordance with the Planning Act; 
 
The Council of the City of Toronto HEREBY ENACTS as follows: 
 
1. For the purposes of this by-law: 
 

(1) “renewable energy” means energy obtained from solar energy, wind energy, or 
geo energy; 

 
(2) “cogeneration energy” means thermal energy and electrical energy 

simultaneously produced from the same process; 
 

(3) “solar energy” means energy from the sun that is converted to produce electrical 
or thermal energy; 

 
(4) “wind energy” means energy from the wind that is converted to produce 

electrical energy; 
 

(5) “geo energy” means energy derived from the temperature of the earth that is used 
to produce electrical or thermal energy; and 

 
(6) “distribution” means the delivery of energy derived from renewable energy or 

cogeneration energy, to a distribution network connected to the lot. 
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2. Despite any other general or specific provision in any zoning by-law of the 

City of Toronto or its former municipalities, enacted under section 34 of the Planning Act 
or its predecessor section: 

 
(1) the production of renewable energy, and the production of cogeneration energy 

shall be permitted uses in all zones or districts of the City of Toronto, provided 
that: 

 
(a) the production of the renewable energy or cogeneration energy on a lot 

is only permitted where that lot also contains a main or principal use, 
permitted on the lot by the applicable zoning by-law; 

 
(b) when a device producing the renewable energy or cogeneration energy 

is located on a lot where the applicable zoning by-law permits a dwelling 
unit: 

 
(i) a photovoltaic solar energy device: 

 
(A) when located on a building, shall be subject to all the 

requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for the 
building on which the device is located; and 

 
(B) when not located on a building, shall be subject to all the 

requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for an 
accessory or ancillary building or structure on a lot in the 
zone in which the device is located. 

 
(ii) a thermal solar energy device: 

 
(A) when located on a building, shall be subject to all the 

requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for the 
building on which the device is located; and 

 
(B) when not located on a building, shall be subject to all the 

requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for an 
accessory or ancillary building or structure on a lot in the 
zone in which the device is located. 

 
(iii) all parts of a wind energy device shall comply with all 

requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for a main or 
principal building on the lot where the device is located; 

 
(iv) a maximum of one wind energy device is permitted on a lot; 

 
(v) any above-ground part of a geo energy device shall be subject to 

the requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for an accessory 
or ancillary building or structure on a lot in the zone in which the 
device is located; 
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(vi) a wind energy device, solar energy device and a geo energy 

device shall not be located in a front yard or side yard that abuts a 
street or public highway; and 

 
(vii) a cogeneration energy device shall be located on the lot so that it 

complies with all requirements of the applicable zoning by-law, for 
a main or principal building on the lot where the device is located. 

 
(c) when a device producing the renewable energy or cogeneration energy 

is located on a lot where the applicable zoning by-law does not permit a 
dwelling unit, all parts of the device shall be subject to all the 
requirements of the applicable zoning by-law for a main or principal 
building on the lot where the device is located; and 

 
(d) the production of the renewable energy or cogeneration energy and any 

device used to produce the energy comply with all municipal, provincial 
and federal, by-laws, statutes and regulations. 

 
(2) the distribution of renewable energy from solar energy, wind energy or 

geo energy using wires or pipes, and the distribution of cogeneration energy 
using wires or pipes, shall be permitted uses in all zones or districts of the 
City of Toronto, provided the energy is produced in compliance with 
subsection 2(1) of this by-law, and the distribution of the energy produced 
complies with all municipal, provincial and federal, by-laws, statutes and 
regulations. 

 
ENACTED AND PASSED this 5th day of March, A.D. 2008. 
 
SANDRA BUSSIN, ULLI S. WATKISS        
                         Speaker City Clerk 
 
(Corporate Seal) 
 
 


