
Authority: North York Community Council Item NY14.4, 
as adopted by City of Toronto Council on May 28, 2020 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 1042-2020 
 
To designate the property at 2490 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses  
2492-2504 Yonge Street) - 2506 (including entrance addresses 2508-2510 Yonge Street) 
Yonge Street as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 
 
Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 
 
Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 2490 Yonge Street 
(including entrance addresses 2492-2504 Yonge Street) – 2506 Yonge Street (including entrance 
addresses 2508-2510 Yonge Street) as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 
 
Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 2490 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2492-2504 Yonge 
Street) – 2506 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2508-2510 Yonge Street) and upon 
the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention to designate the property, and has caused the 
Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with 
Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under 
the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 
 
Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 
 
The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 
 
1. The property at 2490 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2492-2504 Yonge 

Street) – 2506 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2508-2510 Yonge Street) more 
particularly described in Schedule B attached to this by-law, is designated as being of 
cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property 2490 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2492-2504 Yonge 
Street) – 2506 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses 2508-2510 Yonge Street) at 
and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause notice of this by-law to be posted on 
the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code 
Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 
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Enacted and passed on November 26, 2020. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker Interim City Clerk 
 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
The Capitol Theatre Building 
 
The properties at 2490 Yonge Street (with entrance addresses at 2492-2504 Yonge Street) and 
2506 Yonge Street (with entrance addresses at 2508 and 2510 Yonge Street) are worthy of 
designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for their cultural heritage 
value, and meet Ontario Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal 
designation, under all three categories of design, associative and contextual value. 
 
Description 
 
Located on the northwest corner of Yonge Street and Castlefield Avenue, the properties at  
2490-2506 Yonge Street (with additional entrance addresses) contain a three-storey complex that 
was initially completed in 1914 as the York Theatre and, following the addition in 1922 of a 
three-storey building with a new entrance to the theatre adjoined by commercial storefronts 
along Yonge Street, renamed the Capitol Theatre Building. In the late 1990s, the theatre was 
converted to an event venue known as the Capitol Event Theatre. 
 
City Council included the properties at 2490 Yonge Street and 2506 Yonge Street (on the City of 
Toronto's Heritage Register on November 9, 2016. 
 
Statement of Significance 
 
Covering half of the block on the west of Yonge Street, north of Castlefield Avenue, the Capitol 
Theatre Building has design value as a three-storey complex distinguished by its large scale and 
elegant proportions with architectural features from the early-20th century Classical Revival 
style. Of particular note is the classical detailing on the Yonge Street elevation where the 
spandrels on the monumental two-storey round-arched window openings and the panels above 
the paired pilasters feature garland motifs. 
 
The associative value of the Capitol Theatre Building is linked to the role of the complex in the 
development of the main street character of Yonge Street in the 1920s after the annexation of the 
Town of North Toronto by the City of Toronto. The Capitol Theatre Building is one of the 
earliest complexes on the west side of Yonge Street, contributing to the formation of a streetwall. 
The properties contribute to the social history of the area as a local theatre serving the 
community since the World War I era and as an event venue beginning in the late 20th century. 
 
The Capitol Theatre Building is also valued for its connection to the notable Toronto architect 
Murray Brown, who was associated with the evolution of the building in the 1920s as it was 
converted from a combined silent movie and vaudeville theatre to a venue devoted to motion 
pictures with sound. In solo practice after World War I, Murray Brown (1885-1958) was best 
known for projects that included Postal Station K (1936) on Yonge Street, south of the subject 
properties. However, he designed several buildings for the Famous Players chain in Ontario, 
Saskatoon and Halifax, including two theatres in the Yonge-Eglinton area, with the Belsize 
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Theatre (dating to 1927, renamed the Crest Theatre and now known as the Regent Theatre) on 
Mount Pleasant Road recognized on the City of Toronto's Heritage Register. 
 
Contextually, the Capitol Theatre Building is valued for its contribution to the commercial main 
street character of Yonge Street north of Eglinton Avenue, particularly north of  
Roselawn Avenue, which began in the early-20th century and is typified by blocks of surviving 
two and three-storey commercial buildings. The contextual value of the subject building is also 
related to its historical, visual and physical links to its surroundings on Yonge Street, where it is 
adjoined to the south, north and east by a collection of heritage properties recognized on the 
City's Heritage Register. The Capitol Theatre Building is a local landmark in North Toronto, 
anchoring the northwest corner of Yonge Street and Castlefield Avenue with its chamfered 
corner, distinctive scale and decorative detailing. 
 
Heritage Attributes 
 
The heritage attributes of the Capitol Theatre Building located on the properties at  
2490- 2506 Yonge Street (including entrance addresses) are: 
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on the northwest corner of  

Yonge Street and Castlefield Avenue. 
 

• The scale, form and massing of the three-storey building. 
 

• The materials, with the red brick cladding and the brick, stone and metal detailing. 
 

• The flat roofline with the stone band course and the metal (originally stone) cornice on the 
east elevation on Yonge Street, the southeast corner, and the two easternmost bays of the 
south side elevation on Castlefield Avenue. 
 

• The chamfered southeast corner adjoining Yonge Street and Castlefield Avenue with the 
stone quoins. 
 

• The principal (east) elevation on Yonge Street, which is organized into 15 bays, including 
two double-width bays (second from the south end and seventh from the north end). 
 

• On the principal (east) elevation on Yonge Street, the first-floor storefronts, including the 
unit with the convenience address at 2504 Yonge Street that retains its vintage stainless-steel 
detailing, and the round-arched entrances at 2498 and 2510 Yonge Street (the storefronts and 
entrances have been altered over time). 
 

• The theatre entrance and adjoining store (with convenience addresses at 2492 and 2494 
Yonge Street), which are placed near the south end of the east elevation and feature a 
marquee, box office and entrances with glass and stainless-steel detailing dating to the  
mid-20th century. 
 

• The fenestration on the east elevation, the southeast corner and the two easternmost bays on 
the south side elevation, with the symmetrically placed flat-headed openings with the stone 
sills in the second and third stories. 
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• On the east elevation, in the double-width bays, the single two-storey round-arched window 

openings, which are flanked by paired fluted pilasters, and the classical garland motifs in the 
spandrels and on the panels above the pilasters. 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PART OF PIN: 21160-0358 (LT) 
PART LOT 2 CONCESSION 1 WEST OF YONGE STREET, TOWNSHIP OF YORK, 
PART OF LOTS 1 AND 2, RANGE 4 PLAN 734, NORTH TORONTO,  
PART 4 ON PLAN 66R31283 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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