
Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE25.9, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
June 8 and June 9, 2021 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 808-2021 
 
To designate the property at 625 Church Street as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 625 Church Street as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 625 Church Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's website for a period of 30 days prior to July 1, 2021 in accordance with Municipal Code 
Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1 and the notice requirements under the Ontario 
Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990 c.O.18 as of June 30, 2021 pursuant to Ontario Regulation 385/21; 
and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

1. The property at 625 Church Street, more particularly described in Schedule B attached to 
this by-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property 625 Church Street at and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1 and 
the notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990 c.O.18 as of 
June 30, 2021 pursuant to Ontario Regulation 385/21. 

Enacted and passed on October 4, 2021. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker City Clerk 

(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
  REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 
 

625 CHURCH STREET "TRADERS BUILDING" 
 
The property located at 625 Church Street is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of 
the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the 
provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation under the criteria of design and physical, 
historical and associative, and contextual values. 
 
Description 
Located on the east side of Church Street between Charles Street and Isabella Street, the property 
at 625 Church Street known as the Traders Building contains a six storey plus penthouse office 
building built in 1956 and designed in the Neo-Georgian style by the architectural firm of Marani 
& Morris. Constructed as the headquarters for the Traders Finance Corporation and its numerous 
subsidiaries, the brick clad building with cast stone detailing is part of the Church and Bloor 
neighbourhood, an area whose context is defined by the presence of pre- and post-World War II 
office buildings, many built for insurance companies and designed by Marani & Morris. 
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

Design and Physical Value 
Built as the headquarters for the Traders Finance Corporation and designed by the architectural 
firm of Marani & Morris in 1956, the Traders Building at 625 Church Street is valued as a fine 
example of a mid-20th century office building designed in the NeoGeorgian architectural style. 
This architectural style is emblematic of the firm's commissions through the 1930s to 1950s, and 
is a conservative classical style that responded to the emerging modern architectural movement 
often employed for institutional and corporate commissions. Features of the Traders Building 
reflective of this style include the tripartite organization of the building's façades with a distinct 
base, shaft and capital; the use of brick and ashlar cast stone cladding; and the regular rhythm of 
fenestration, including the window openings set within cast stone frames and inset from the 
façade. 
 
Historic and Associative Value 
The Traders Building is reflective of the work of the architectural firm Marani & Morris, one of 
Toronto's leading 20th century modern architectural practices. Comprised of a partnership 
between Ferdinand Herbert Marani and Robert Schofield Morris, the firm was a leading 
proponent of conservative modernism in the mid-20th century, responsible for numerous high 
quality projects for institutional and corporate clients. The Traders Building is emblematic of the 
firm's high quality - albeit non-controversial and conservative - work, with a decidedly modern 
massing and form that remains steeped in the principles of classicism and an honesty of 
materials. The Traders Building was one of the last designs produced by the firm before Robert 
Morris received the Gold Medal from the Royal Institute of British Architects in 1958, and the 
promotion of Marvin Francis Allan to partner in 1959. The firm continues to practice today as 
RDHA. 
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Contextual Value 
Contextually, the Traders Building at 625 Church Street maintains and supports the character of 
the Church and Bloor neighbourhood, defined by a collection of mid-20th century office 
buildings, many built for insurance companies and designed by Marani & Morris. The Traders 
Building is historically linked with buildings located within the neighbourhood, including the 
Confederation Life, Manufacturers Life, and Crown Life Insurance Buildings, and is visually 
linked to the Crown Life Building, located at 120 Bloor Street East at the northwest corner of 
Church Street. 
 
Heritage Attributes 

Design or Physical Value 
Attributes that contribute to the value of the property at 625 Church Street as representative of 
the Neo-Georgian architectural style include: 
 
• The scale, form and massing of the 6 storey plus penthouse office building, situated on 

the east side of Church Street and occupying the full block from Charles Street East to 
Hayden Street 
 

• The principal (west) façade, with a central bay projecting as a shallow frontispiece on the 
ground floor 
 

• The symmetrical and tripartite organization of the principal (west) façade, comprised of a 
distinct base, shaft and capital, and which is, in part, carried through on the rear (east) 
façade 
 

• The shared design of the two side (north and south) façades 
 

• The setback of the principal and side façades from the sidewalk, which varies on each 
façade and permits plantings on both the west and south façades 
 

• The shared design of the two side (north and south) façades 
 

• The setback of the principal and side façades from the sidewalk, which varies on each 
façade and permits plantings on both the west and south façades 
 

• The use of brick (red brick laid in Flemish bond) and cast stone cladding 
 

• The protruding cast stone entrance bay, including the black granite panels on either side 
of the aluminum door frame and that extend into the entrance vestibule 
 

• The building name - "Traders Building" - engraved within the cast stone entrance bay on 
the principal façade and centered above the main entrance 
 

• The regular rhythm of fenestration, comprised of rectangular window openings set within 
cast stone window frames 
 

• The brick pilasters on the side façades, extending from the foundation to the cornice 
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• The brick spandrel panels between the pilasters on the side façades, accentuated with 

protruding header bricks 
 

• The cast stone cladding between the windows on the sixth floor, with a slight reveal 
below creating a strong shadow line 
 

• The cast stone cornice at the sixth floor 
 

Contextual Value 
Attributes that contribute to the contextual value of 625 Church Street as maintaining and 
supporting the character of the Church and Bloor neighbourhood, and as being historically and 
visually linked to its surroundings include: 
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building, with its primary entrance on 

Church Street 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

PIN 21108-0091 (LT) 
PART OF 12 FOOT LANE CLOSED BY BYLAW NO. 107-84 (INST. CT675000) 
3 FOOT RESERVE ABUTTING LANE 
PART OF LOT 1 
REGISTERED PLAN 19E,  
8 FOOT LANE, CLOSED BY BYLAW 19703 (INST. EP100053) 
LOTS 1 TO 7, INCLUSIVE 
1 FOOT RESERVE 
REGISTERED PLAN D279,  
PART OF PARK LOT 7, CONCESSION 1 FTB,  
GEOGRAPHIC TOWNSHIP OF YORK,  
DESIGNATED AS PARTS 1, 4 & 5, PLAN 63R-2956 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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