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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

5 High Park Avenue - Sign Variance Application  

Date: April 13, 2007 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Director, Community Planning, Etobicoke York District 

Wards: Ward  13 -  High Park  

Reference 
Number: 

File No. 07 – 115320 ZSV 00 ZR 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This staff report is about a matter for which the Community Council has delegated 
authority from City Council to make a final decision.   

This report reviews a request for approval from Chapter 297, Signs, of the former City of 
Toronto Municipal Code, to permit an awning sign on the south side elevation of the 
existing residential building at 5 High Park Avenue.   

This report recommends approval of the application to amend the former City of Toronto 
Municipal Code, as amended, to permit the awning sign subject to conditions.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The City Planning Division recommends 
that:  

1. Etobicoke York Community Council 
approve the requested variance to 
permit the awning sign to be installed 
on the south side elevation of the 
building, subject to:  

a. the sign permit being obtained and 
the sign being installed in 
accordance with the application 
plans filed with Toronto Building, 
Etobicoke York District; 
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b. permission for the installation and display of this sign be granted for the term of 
the lease, in order to be consistent with the Ontario Municipal Board’s decision; 
and   

2. Etobicoke York Community Council authorize and direct the appropriate City        
Officials to take the necessary action to give effect thereto.  

   

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
The recommendations in this report have no financial impact.  

DECISION HISTORY 
Owners of the property and residential building filed an application to the Committee of 
Adjustment to seek a variance from the former City of Toronto Zoning By-law to allow a 
commercial use within a residential building. The commercial unit is to be located on the 
main floor.   

A commercial use is allowed within a residential building when there are a minimum of 
100 residential units. The existing building contains 21 residential units.  The application 
was refused by the Committee of Adjustment, and was then appealed to the Ontario 
Municipal Board. The Board dismissed the decision of the Committee of Adjustment and 
deemed the commercial use minor, and desirable for the appropriate development of the 
land, subject to the commercial use being granted permission to operate for the term of 
the lease. Upon expiration of the lease, an additional approval will be required to 
maintain this temporary use.  
(OMB Decision: http://www.omb.gov.on.ca/e%2Ddecisions/pl060777%5F%230173.pdf)   

ISSUE BACKGROUND 
The property is zoned R4 and is located on the north east corner of Bloor Street West and 
High Park Avenue. The proposed awning sign is not permitted within this residential 
zone.  

COMMENTS 
Signs within residential zones are to be small and low in order to limit any negative 
impacts the sign may have on neighbouring residential uses and the streetscape.  The 
proposed sign is on the side elevation of the building which abuts the pedestrian sidewalk 
along Bloor Street West.  The awning sign is sized well in relation to the retail unit, and 
the graphic design and layout is discrete and does not conflict with the existing building 
façade, or impact the visual aesthetic of the streetscape.   

Staff have no objection to the requested variance to permit the awning sign, subject to the 
following conditions:  

http://www.omb.gov.on.ca/e%2Ddecisions/pl060777%5F%230173.pdf
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1. the sign permit being obtained and the sign being installed in accordance with the 
application plans filed with Toronto Building, Etobicoke York District; and  

2. permission for the installation and display of this sign be granted for the term of the 
lease, in order to be consistent with the Ontario Municipal Board’s conditional 
decision.     

CONTACT 
Shelly Tulloch, Assistant Planner 
Tel. No. 416-394-8208 
Fax No. 416-384-6063 
E-mail: stulloc@toronto.ca

   

SIGNATURE     

_______________________________ 
Gregg Lintern, MCIP, RPP 
Director, Community Planning 
Etobicoke York District  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1: Elevation  
Attachment 2: Elevations 
Attachment 3: Sign Detail 
Attachment 4: OMB Decision No. 1073 
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Attachment 1:  South & West Facing Elevation 
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Attachment 2:  Sign Fronting onto Bloor Street West  
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Attachment 3:  Sign Detail   
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Attachment 4:  OMB Decision No. 0173  
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