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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

65 Avonhurst Road – Private Tree Removal   

Date: April 11, 2007 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Brenda Librecz, General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation 

Wards: Ward 5 - Etobicoke Lakeshore 

Reference 
Number:  

 

SUMMARY 

 

To report on an application for a permit to remove one (1) privately owned 98 centimetre 
diameter black walnut tree (Juglans nigra) located at 65 Avonhurst Road.  This is the 
second application that has been filed by the owner for the removal of this tree.  The 
application has been made to allow for the construction of a two-storey addition with an 
attached two-car garage.   

A landscape plan has been submitted with the application that shows the planting of nine 
(9) significantly sized trees to replace the tree in question.   

Inspection of the tree by staff revealed that the tree is healthy and in good condition.  This 
tree has a well developed crown with very little deadwood throughout.  This tree is part 
of a large majestic community of trees that contribute to the character of this 
neighbourhood which is locally known as Islington Village.  

Staff are of the opinion that the proposed plans can be adjusted to accommodate the tree 
in question.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that the 
request for permit to remove one (1) privately owned tree at 65 Avonhurst Road be 
denied.     
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DECISION HISTORY  

Etobicoke York Community Council, at its meeting on November 15, 2005 
recommended that City Council adopt its recommendation to deny the request to remove 
the tree in question.   

City Council, at its meeting on December 5, 6 and 7, 2005 referred the decision back to 
Community Council.  Etobicoke York Community Council, at its meeting on January 17, 
2006 recommended that City Council approve the request to remove the tree in question.  
City Council, at its meeting on April 25, 26 and 27, 2006 denied the previous request 
made by the owner to remove the tree in question.  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2005/agendas/committees/et/et051115/agendain.pdf

  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2005/agendas/council/cc051205/et9rpt/cl004.pdf

  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/committees/et/et060117/agendain.pdf

  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/council/cc060131/et1rpt/agendain.pdf

  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/council/cc060425/etcl003b.pdf

   

Financial Impact 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.  

ISSUE BACKGROUND 
This is the second application made for permit to remove this tree.  The first application 
for permit to remove the tree was submitted on August 18, 2005.  This application was 
denied.  This new application for permit to remove the same tree was submitted January 
15, 2007 for the same reasons as the original.  

The applications for permit to remove the tree have been made in order to enable 
construction of a two-storey addition with an attached two-car garage to the existing 
dwelling at 65 Avonhurst Road.  The proposed addition will increase the existing floor 
area from 1688 sq. ft. to 2099 sq. ft.   

Variances to the Zoning Bylaw have been aquired by the owner to allow the construction 
of the proposed addition.  

Urban Forestry Staff are of the opinion that due to the location of the tree, options for 
construction exist that would see the tree retained and protected on site.   

COMMENTS 
An application for permit has been received from the owner of 65 Avonhurst Road for 
the removal of one (1) privately owned 98-centimetre diameter black walnut tree.  

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2005/agendas/committees/et/et051115/agendain.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2005/agendas/council/cc051205/et9rpt/cl004.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/committees/et/et060117/agendain.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/council/cc060131/et1rpt/agendain.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/2006/agendas/council/cc060425/etcl003b.pdf
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Urban Forestry Staff are of the opinion that due to the location of the tree, options for 
construction exist that would see the tree retained and protected on site.  These options 
include reducing the number of garage spaces to eliminate the need for removal and 
adhering to the revised plans produced by the owner.  The revised plans (attached) 
propose an alteration of the addition footprint to better incorporate the tree.   

Should the revised plans be utilized to construct the proposed addition, an application for 
permit to injure the tree in question could be approved.  The approval of an application 
for permit to injure the tree in question would be based on information gained by an 
exploratory excavation of soil within the vicinity of the tree.  This exploratory excavation 
would determine the density of tree roots within the footprint area and also allow for 
proper root pruning prior to construction.    

The owner is unwilling to reduce the number of garage spaces or on performing the 
necessary exploratory excavation to determine tree injury potential.   

As required under Section 813-17, of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, 
Trees, Article III, a ‘Notice’ of application sign was posted on the subject property for the 
minimum 14 day posting period.  The posting of notice serves to notify the community of 
the application and provide an opportunity for objection.  Twelve (12) letters of objection 
(attached) were received in response to the posting for this application.  The original 
posting for the previous application resulted in three (3) letters of objection and a petition 
containing seventeen (17) signatures.  

A landscape plan has been submitted with the application that shows the planting of two 
(2) 300-millimetre red oak trees (Quercus rubra), three (3) eastern redbud trees (Cercis 
canadensis), three (3) Colorado blue spruce trees (Picea pungens) and one (1) 300-
millimetre black walnut tree should approval be granted to remove the black walnut tree.  

Should the request for permit to remove the privately owned black walnut tree located at 
65 Avonhurst Road be approved, approval must be conditional on the owner 
implementing the planting plan dated July 2005, plot date February 2006, on file with 
Urban Forestry.  

This tree is very significant and is a valuable part of the forest community that exists 
within this area.  Established and healthy black walnut trees have the ability to grow to be 
170 centimetres in diameter and live to be 250 years old.  With proper care and 
maintenance, the subject tree should continue to provide benefits to the owner and to the 
community for many years to come.  Urban Forestry cannot support removal of this tree.        
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CONTACT 
Richard Ubbens, Director, Urban Forestry, Parks, Forestry and Recreation, 
Tel: 416 392-1894, Fax: 416 392-1915, Email rubbens@toronto.ca

  
SIGNATURE      

_______________________________  

Brenda Librecz  
General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 – Photograph of black walnut tree  
Attachment.2 – Proposed plans   
Attachment 3 – Revised plans incorporating the tree 
Attachment 4 – letter of objection 
Attachment 5 – letter of objection 
Attachment 6 – letter of objection 
Attachment 7 – letter of objection 
Attachment 8 – letter of objection 
Attachment 9 – letter of objection 
Attachment 10 – letter of objection 
Attachment 11 – letter of objection 
Attachment 12 – letter of objection 
Attachment 13– letter of objection 
Attachment 14 – letter of objection 
Attachment 15 – letter of objection  
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Attachment No. 1 
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Attachment No. 2   

 

black walnut tree
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Attachment No. 3   

black walnut tree 
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Attachment No. 4 
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Attachment No. 5  
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Attachment No. 6  
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Attachment No. 7  
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Attachment No. 8  
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Attachment No. 9  
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Attachment No. 10  
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Attachment No. 11  
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Attachment No. 12                               



 

Staff report for action on private tree removal for 65 Avonhurst Road 17 

Attachment No. 13  
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Attachment No. 14  
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Attachment No. 15   

        


