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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED   

Sign Variance Report 
1561 The Queensway  

Date: May 7, 2007 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Edward Tipping, Director and Deputy Chief Building Official 

Wards: Ward 5 

Reference 
Number: 

2007EY016 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This staff report is about a matter for which the Community Council has delegated authority 
from City Council to make a final decision.  

Toronto Building received a request from Svetlana Levant, Permit World Inc. on behalf of the 
owner of 1646018 Ontario Inc., for approval of the variance from Chapter 215, Signs, of the 
former City of Etobicoke Municipal Code, to install 11 fascia signs and one incidental sign on 
north elevation, and one fascia and one incidental sign on west and south elevations. All the 
proposed signs are business identification signs, and they are illuminated.    

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Toronto Building recommends that   

1. the request for variances be approved for the reasons outlined in this report; and  

2. the applicant be advised, upon approval of variances, of the requirement to obtain the 
necessary sign permits.   

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report. 
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COMMENTS 

 
The proposed signs will be located on north, west and south elevations of a new retail building to 
be built on a vacant lot. There will be three additional retail buildings on this lot with the size of 
each building varying from 900 square metres to 2800 square metres. The largest building will 
be occupied by Future Shop Inc. and proposed signs are for this company.   

Building permits for two of the proposed buildings were recently received by Toronto Building 
and are under review by staff.  

The applicant is requesting 11 illuminated business identification fascia signs and one incidental 
fascia sign on north elevation, as well as one illuminated business identification fascia sign and 
an incidental fascia sign on west and south elevations.  

During a recent inspection of the building, staff observed that the construction has not started for 
the proposed for retail buildings.   

The signs do not comply with Chapter 215, Signs, of the former City of Etobicoke Municipal 
Code in the following ways:  

North (front) Elevation – The Queensway 

Sign By-law Section 
& 

Requirements  
Applicant’s Proposal  Required Variance 

1.  215-20(B)(1) permits a 
maximum of two business 
identification fascia signs per 
street frontage 

The applicant is proposing 
11 fascia signs on the 
elevation facing The 
Queensway 

Request for 11 fascia signs 
in lieu of 2 permitted by the 
Sign Code 

2.   215.11 defines Business 
Identification Sign as one of a 
class of signs which identifies 
a building, business, 
ownership and/or the primary 
activities or services offered 
at the premises. A business 
identification sign may use a 
maximum of fifty percent of 
the display area of the sign 
for general advertising of 
goods, services or activities 
available on the premises 

The applicant is proposing 
7 of the sign boxes (1.37 m 
by 1.37 m each) to have 
only symbols of products 
that will be sold on the 
premises, and one sign box 
of the same size with a 
maple leaf symbol. Also, 
one banner sign proposed 
for above the entrance way 
will have more than fifty 
percent of the display area 
for activities or services 
announcement. 

Request for variance from 
the Sign Code to have more 
than fifty percent of the 
display area of the fascia 
signs to be for services or 
activities on the premises. 

3.   215-20(g)(2) permits 
information fascia signs such 
as parking, loading, shipping 
etc. with a display area not 
more than 1.5 square metres. 

The applicant is proposing 
the information sign to be 
1.72 square metres in 
display area.  

Request for information sign 
to be 1.72 square metres in 
lieu of 1.5 square metres 
permitted. 
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West Elevation – Side Wall 

Sign By-law Section 
& 

Requirements  
Applicant’s Proposal  Required Variance 

1.  215-20(B)(3) permits non- 
illuminated side wall business 
identification fascia signs 
facing an interior lot provided 
that display area is not more 
than 4 square metres. 

The applicant is proposing 
one illuminated side wall 
fascia sign with display 
area of 33.0 square metres 

Request for an illuminated 
side wall sign with display 
area of 32.97 square metres 
in lieu of non-illuminated 
sign with display are not 
more than 4 square metres 

2.   215-20(g)(2) permits 
information fascia signs such 
as parking, loading, shipping 
etc. with a display area not 
more than 1.5 square metres. 

The applicant is proposing 
the information sign to be 
1.72 square metres in 
display area.  

Request for information sign 
to be 1.72 square metres in 
lieu of 1.5 square metres 
permitted. 

  

South (rear) Elevation – Fordhouse Boulevard 

Sign By-law Section 
& 

Requirements  
Applicant’s Proposal  Required Variance 

1.   215-20(g)(2) permits 
information fascia signs such 
as parking, loading, shipping 
etc. with a display area not 
more than 1.5 square metres. 

The applicant is proposing 
the information sign to be 
1.72 square metres in 
display area.  

Request for information sign 
to be 1.72 square metres in 
lieu of 1.5 square metres 
permitted. 

 

The applicant is proposing eleven fascia sign on the north (front) elevation where the Sign Code 
permits only two.  Eight of the signs are symbols of products to be sold on the premises, 
including a maple leaf symbol. They are relatively small and each has a display area of 1.9 
square metres whereas the main business identification sign has a display area of 33 square 
metres.   

Eleven signs have a total aggregate display area of 65 square metres, which is 16% of façade 
area of the building. The Sign Code permits up to 30% of display fascia signs of the façade area.   

The proposed side-wall sign is relatively large when compared to the permitted side-wall sign 
area allotted by the Sign Code. The sign is more than 16 metres from the property lot and faces a 
parking lot of the adjacent property. There are no residential properties within the vicinity of this 
project.  

The incidental fascia signs on the three elevations have a display area of 1.72 square metres and 
are slightly larger than 1.5 square metres of display area as permitted by the Sign Code.  

Staff is of the opinion that the requested variances are minor in nature.  
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CONTACT

  
Sait Toprak, Manager, Plan Examination 
Tel: (416) 394-8010  
Fax: (416) 394-8209 
E-mail: stoprak@toronto.ca       

_______________________________  

Edward Tipping P.Eng 
Director of Building and  
Deputy Chief Building Official 
The Etobicoke York District      

FOLDER #07-142374      

ATTACHMENTS

  

1.) Site Plan 
2.) Elevations 
3.) Details           
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CONTACT PERSON:

  
SVETLANA LEVANT 
PERMIT WORLD 
57 WILLIAM STREET W. 
WATERLOO, ONTARIO 
N2L 1J6 
Tel: (518) 635-2114 
Fax: (519) 208-7008  
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SITE PLAN 
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ELEVATIONS 
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FRONT AND SIDE ELEVATION SIGNS   

   

REAR ELEVATION SIGN 
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MAIN ENTRANCE SIGN (FRONT ELEVATION)   

  

BANNER SIGN 
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SYMBOL SIGNS (FRONT ELEVATION) 
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SYMBOL SIGNS (FRONT ELEVATION) 
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SYMBOL SIGN (FRONT ELEVATION)  

   

INCIDENTAL SIGNS (FRONT, SIDE AND REAR ELEVATIONS) 


