i TORONTO STARF REPORT

112 Estelle Ave — Application to Remove Three Private Trees

Date: August 20, 2007
To: North Y ork Community Council
From: General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation

Wards: Ward 23 - Willowda e

Reference
Number:

SUMMARY

The report requests Council’ s authority to approve the removal of three (3) privately-
owned white spruce trees |ocated at the rear of 112 Estelle Ave. The application requests
permission to remove the trees to facilitate the construction of a new dwelling.

The three subject trees are located within the footprint of the proposed dwelling, which
has received approval from the Ontario Municipal Board. The applicant is proposing to
plant nine (9) large growing trees as replacement and Urban Forestry supports the request
for removal of the three (3) privately-owned trees.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that Council
approve the request for a permit to remove three (3) privately-owned trees |ocated at 112
Estelle Ave.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.

ISSUE BACKGROUND

In accordance with City of Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 813, Trees, Articlelll, an
application has been made for a permit to remove three (3) privately-owned trees located
at the rear of 112 Estelle Avenue. This application has been made to facilitate the
construction of a new two-storey dwelling.

COMMENTS

An application has been received from the owner of 112 Estelle Avenue requesting
permission to remove three (3) privately-owned white spruce trees to permit the
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construction of atwo-storey dwelling. All three (3) treesare in fair condition with
diameter measurements of 45, 53 and 60 centimetres.

The Ontario Municipal Board, in March 2007, considered an appeal of a Committee of
Adjustment decision related to this property and dismissed the appeal authorizing the
minor variances subject to two conditions: that the applicant’ s new dwelling is built in
accordance with the site plan drawings dated 22 August 2006; and that all requirements
of Parks, Forestry and Recreation, Urban Forestry are met in respect of the necessary
tree protection.

The subject trees are located at the rear of the property and within the footprint of the
two-storey dwelling as currently proposed. If the plans for the proposed construction
were revised to provide the minimum tree protection zone of 3.6 metres as required in the
City of Toronto’s Tree Protection Policy and Specifications for Construction Near Trees,
it isthe opinion of staff that all three (3) spruce trees would still be impacted significantly
as aresult of the pruning that would be required to provide clearance for any new
dwelling.

As required under Section 813-17, of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813,
Trees, Articlell1, a*Notice' of Application sign was posted on the subject property for
the minimum 14-day posting period in order to notify the neighbourhood and provide an
opportunity for objection to the application. Four letters of objection were received as a
result of the posting.

The applicant is proposing to replant nine (9) large growing shade trees to the satisfaction
of the General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation. Should there be insufficient
space for the planting of the nine (9) trees on the subject site; the applicant will provide a
payment of $583.00 to Urban Forestry in lieu of each tree not planted.

CONTACT

Richard Ubbens, R.P.F., Director, Urban Forestry, Tel: 416-392-1894, Fax: 416-392-
1915, Email: rubbens@toronto.ca

SIGNATURE

Brenda Librecz
General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation

ATTACHMENTS

Attachment No. 1 - Photographs of the 3 subject spruce trees
Attachment No. 2 — Site Plan
Attachment No. 3 — Letters of Objection
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Attachment No. 2

SITE PLAN
PART OF LOT 26, REGISTERED PLAN 3141
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Attachment No. 3
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Urban Forestry April 28, 2007
18 Dyas Road, 1" floor
Toronto, Ont.
M3B 1V5
Att: Mr. John Stuckles

Ref: 112 Estelllc Avenue Removal of thee Norway spruce trees and replace them by three 60
cm Pin Ouaks to the west fence.

Dear Sir.

T have an objection to the destruction of the three Norway spruce trees.
Allowing thc removal of these sprucc trecs is a prime cxample of individual citizens wishes
overtaking public values and public concerns. Trees are beneficial to the environment, as they
remove harmful gases and replenish our air with oxygen. The removal of these trees would not
only contribute to the city’s pollution problems that affect all citizens, but it would also directly
. affect the neighbours of the surrounding houses. It would deprive them of a necessary source
of shade 1n the hot summer moaths bere in Toronto. Rather than accommodating for the house
and deck, the house should be made to accommodate the trees. The proposed full-width deck
can be modificd to accommodate the trees. Allowing for the removal of the trees defears the
purpose of the law implemented in Toronlo and proposed by councilor Joc Palantone, which
prevents the cutting of trecs on private property in Toronto without city approval. T would be
surprised if the city considered the landowner’s intentions as a legitimate reason for the
removal of trecs from a city that, if anytbing, really only needs more trees. Ac a Targe ciry with
equally large pollution problems, and a recent decline in the tree population from 22% to 16%
from 1992-2002, all the citizens of Toronto should be more concerned with conserving trees
for the sake of our health. It may only be three trees. but such small exceptions to the law will
add up and defleat the purpose of implementing such a law and break down the barrier of
protection the law provides the citizens of Toronto.

T also have an objection to the replacement of these trees by Pin Oaks to the west side of the
fence of the subject property.

+ My house. which is located = . is 1o the west side of the feuce,
and is only approximately two feet from the fence.

¢ Right on the proposed location of these trees are hydro lines, running north south.
[ believe Hydro and the city do not allow anyone to plant any trees that would
interfere with the hydro lincs. (See attached photos taken April 28, 2007).
These photos are taken from the east side of the < property (South,
North and East sides).

»  These trees would have a big impact on my property. They arc known to have
long and propagating roots (according to somce research on the internet) and tend
o grow fo 30 — 60 feet high which would damage the house foundations and
create undue hardship to my tenants and my property.
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* The leaves would fall on my property, roof and the eave trough, which would
cause damage and flooding.

* The presence of these trees so close to the property line would screen the sun
from the east and there would be shade all year around. This would affect the
plants (trees, floors and garden) and there would be lcaves all year-round on my

property.

Twould like to see some trees which are slow growing, grow ten to fifteen feet high and
planted close to the new deck/proposed new house so there would be Jess impact on my
Property.

Yours Truly

Staff report for action on 112 Estelle Avenue



April 26 2007

Urban Forestry

18 Dyes Road, 1st Floor
Toronto. On

M3B 1V5

Attn: John Stuckless
FAX: 416-392-0963

Dear Mr. Stuckless:

| am sending this fax in protest of the proposed cutting down of the 3 Spruce
Trees to the rear of 112 Estelle Avenue.

The backyard of 112 Estelle backs onto my backyard at

For years all of us neighbours have taken pride in our parklike setting backyards
of which these trees provide a significant vista. To destroy them would be a
terrible loss. It takes years to grow these trees & it seems a few seconds to give
the OK to chop them down. Why pass laws of protection if all someone has to
do is make an application to overrule this?

My other objection is to replacing them with Pin Oakes across the back. Has
anyone looked into the way the Roots grown on a Pin Oake? If they had surely
someone would have seen they would eventually end up in the basements of
other homes, with my home being in a direct line.

Please take this letter into consideration when you are making your decision

Yours truly
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May 1, 2007

Mr. John Stuckless
Urban Forestry

Dear Mr. Stuckless:

Re: trees
112 Estelle Ave.

The develcper hzs requested to remove 3 large spruce
trees--they are not white spruce as indicated by their
arvorist ‘but are Norway Spruce.

Since there is concern about protecting our envirorment
end if the City is serious about protecting relevant trees,
then the 3 huge, healthy Norwsy Spruce should remain. They
also represent a significant item on the skyline for all of us
znd are excellent at removing toxins from our air.

The replacement three sm&ll pin ocaks they are prepsred
to plant will take 30 years to get to the size of the
healthy, huge Norway Spruce that are there now and our
environment needs cleanup NOW.

Yours truly,
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