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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

112 Estelle Ave – Application to Remove Three Private Trees   

Date: August 20, 2007 

To: North York Community Council 

From: General Manager,  Parks, Forestry and Recreation 

Wards: Ward 23 - Willowdale 

Reference 
Number:  

 

SUMMARY 
The report requests Council’s authority to approve the removal of three (3) privately-
owned white spruce trees located at the rear of 112 Estelle Ave. The application requests 
permission to remove the trees to facilitate the construction of a new dwelling.  

The three subject trees are located within the footprint of the proposed dwelling, which 
has received approval from the Ontario Municipal Board. The applicant is proposing to 
plant nine (9) large growing trees as replacement and Urban Forestry supports the request 
for removal of the three (3) privately-owned trees.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that Council 
approve the request for a permit to remove three (3) privately-owned trees located at 112 
Estelle Ave.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report. 

 

ISSUE BACKGROUND 

In accordance with City of Toronto Municipal Code Chapter 813, Trees, Article III, an 
application has been made for a permit to remove three (3) privately-owned trees located 
at the rear of 112 Estelle Avenue. This application has been made to facilitate the 
construction of a new two-storey dwelling.   

COMMENTS 
An application has been received from the owner of 112 Estelle Avenue requesting 
permission to remove three (3) privately-owned white spruce trees to permit the 
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construction of a two-storey dwelling. All three (3) trees are in fair condition with 
diameter measurements of 45, 53 and 60 centimetres.   

The Ontario Municipal Board, in March 2007, considered an appeal of a Committee of 
Adjustment decision related to this property and dismissed the appeal authorizing the 
minor variances subject to two conditions: that the applicant’s new dwelling is built in 
accordance with the site plan drawings dated 22 August 2006; and that all requirements 
of Parks, Forestry and Recreation, Urban Forestry are met in respect of the necessary 
tree protection.  

The subject trees are located at the rear of the property and within the footprint of the 
two-storey dwelling as currently proposed. If the plans for the proposed construction 
were revised to provide the minimum tree protection zone of 3.6 metres as required in the 
City of Toronto’s Tree Protection Policy and Specifications for Construction Near Trees, 
it is the opinion of staff that all three (3) spruce trees would still be impacted significantly 
as a result of the pruning that would be required to provide clearance for any new 
dwelling.   

As required under Section 813-17, of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, 
Trees, Article III, a ‘Notice’ of Application sign was posted on the subject property for 
the minimum 14-day posting period in order to notify the neighbourhood and provide an 
opportunity for objection to the application. Four letters of objection were received as a 
result of the posting. 

The applicant is proposing to replant nine (9) large growing shade trees to the satisfaction 
of the General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation. Should there be insufficient 
space for the planting of the nine (9) trees on the subject site; the applicant will provide a 
payment of $583.00 to Urban Forestry in lieu of each tree not planted. 

CONTACT  

Richard Ubbens, R.P.F., Director, Urban Forestry, Tel: 416-392-1894, Fax: 416-392-
1915, Email: rubbens@toronto.ca

  

SIGNATURE   

______________________________ 
Brenda Librecz  
General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment No. 1 - Photographs of the 3 subject spruce trees 
Attachment No. 2 – Site Plan 
Attachment No. 3 – Letters of Objection 
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Attachment No. 1  
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Attachment No. 2  
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Attachment No. 3  
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