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Parks and Environment Committee

Meeting No. 10 Contact Dela Ting, Acting Administrator
Meeting Date Tuesday, November 6, 2007 Phone  416-397-7769

Start Time 9:30 AM E-mail  pec@toronto.ca

Location Committee Room 1, City Hall

Parks and Environment Committee

Councillor Paula Fletcher (Chair) Councillor Gord Perks Councillor Ron Moeser
Councillor Raymond Cho (Vice-Chair - Environment) Councillor Michael Walker
(Vice-Chair - Parks) Councillor Pam McConnell

Members of Council and Staff: Please keep this agenda and the accompanying material until the City
Council meeting dealing with these matters has ended. The City Clerk’s Office will not provide
additional copies.

Special Assistance for Members of the Public: City staff can arrange for special assistance with
some advance notice. If you need special assistance, please call 416-392-6662, TTY 416-338-0889

or e-mail pec@toronto.ca.

Closed Meeting Requirements: If the Parks and Environment Committee wants to meet in closed
session (privately), a member of the Committee must make a motion to do so and give the reason why
the Committee has to meet privately. (City of Toronto Act, 2006)

Notice to People Writing to the Committee: The City of Toronto collects any personal information in
your communication to Toronto City Council or its committees under the City of Toronto Act, 2006 and
the City of Toronto Municipal Code.

The City collects this information to enable it to make informed decisions on the relevant issue(s).
Individuals who submit letters and other information should be aware that any personal information in
their communication will become part of the public record. The City will make it available to the public,
unless the individual expressly requests the City to remove the personal information.

Direct any questions about this collection to the City Clerk's Office, Parks and Environment Committee,
City Hall, 100 Queen St. W., Toronto, ON M5H 2N2 or by calling 416-397-7769.

Declarations of Interest under the Municipal Conflict of Interest Act
Speakers/Presentations: A complete list will be distributed at the meeting

Confirmation of Minutes — October 10, 2007
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Communications/Reports

PE10.1 Presentation Ward: All

Presentation on Green Initiatives
Economic Development and Facilities

Summary

Presentations from Economic Development, Culture and Tourism (includes Y onge-Dundas
Square, Hummingbird Centre, St. Lawrence Centre and Toronto Centre for the Arts), Toronto
Atmospheric Fund, Toronto Community Housing Corporation and Toronto Library Board.

PE10.2 ACTION Ward: Al

Revised Commercial Dog Walkers Permit Policy
Public Meeting — 9:30 a.m.

(October 15, 2007) Report from General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation

Recommendations
The General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that:

1. the Commercia Dog Walker Permit Fee be established at $200.00 per commercial dog
walker as outlined in Attachment 1 - Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy - and that
the Municipal Code, Chapter 441, Fees and Charges be amended, as appropriate;

2.  the Clerk give notice of the proposed revised fee indicated in Recommendation Number
1, asrequired under the City of Toronto Act and Municipal Code Chapter 162, Public
Notice;

3. the Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy be amended, as outlined Attachment 1, to
require that acommercia dog walker display a Commercial Dog Walker Permit when
walking from four (4) to amaximum of six (6) dogsin a City park, green space or
waterfront area (rather than two, as adopted by City Council at its meeting of July 16, 17,
18 & 19, 2007); and

4. the City Solicitor be requested to make the necessary amendments to the Municipal Code,
Chapter 608, Parks and Chapter 441, Fees and Charges, as appropriate.

Financial Impact
There are no financia implications resulting from the adoption of this report.
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Summary

The Parks and Environment Committee, at its meeting of July 4, 2007, considered Item PE7.4 -
Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy. The Committee requested that the General Manager of
Parks, Forestry and Recreation provide an information report to City Council on July 16, 2007
to clarify some of the definitions (e.g. “repeat offender”), the rationale for the dliding scale fee
structure and the rationale for an increase in the maximum number of dogs that a Commercial
Dog Walker can bring into a park, green space or waterfront area (a*“Park”) at atime.

The origina policy recommended a range in fees from $200.00 for an individual walker, up to
$1000.00 for five or more walkers (for larger businesses). Deputations took place at the July 4,
2007, Parks and Environment Committee meeting and those in attendance (including
Commercial Dog Walkers) felt that aflat fee of $200.00 for each individual dog walker was
reasonable and that the fee structure should be the same for everyone. Consequently, staff are
recommending that the Commercial Dog Walker Permit fee be amended to aflat fee rate of
$200.00.

Recommendation 1(a) of Item PE7.4, which Council adopted on July 16, 17, 18 & 19, 2007,
amended the Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy to require that all commercial dog walkers
display a Dog Walker permit when walking more than two dogs at atime in a Park. Staff have
carefully reviewed this matter and have determined that Council’ s recommendation conflicts
with an existing provision of Municipal Code, Chapter 608, Parks, which allows an individual
to bring a maximum of three dogs into a Park without a permit. As aresult, this makes
enforcement difficult for Parks, Forestry and Recreation By-law Enforcement Officers.

The policy, as originally proposed, would not provide staff with sufficient enforcement
mechanisms to monitor and control the activities of Commercial Dog Walkers. Therefore, staff
is recommending that provision 1(a) of the Commercial Dog Walker Permit Policy be amended
to require Commercial Dog Walkers to display a Dog Walker Permit when walking from four
to amaximum of six dogsin a Park at any one time, and that Municipal Code, Chapter 608,
Parks, be amended accordingly.

Background Information
Staff Report



http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2007/cc/bgrd/pe7.4a.pdf
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2007/pe/bgrd/backgroundfile-7851.pdf
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(Deferred from October 10, 2007 - 2007.PE9.5)

P E 10 . 3 Information Deferred Ward: All

City Owned Tree Pruning and Maintenance Strategy

(September 19, 2007) Report from General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation

Summary

The purpose of thisreport is to provide information about how the urban forestry work order
system is managed and the approaches being taken to reduce the urban forestry tree
maintenance backlog. This report also identifies and summarizes information that has been
presented to document Urban Forestry’ s efforts towards improving key aspects of its service
delivery over the past few years.

Background Information
Staff Report

PE10.4 ACTION Ward: Al

Tree Hazard Abatement in Parks and Ravines

Confidential Attachment 1- Thereceiving of advice that is subject to solicitor-client
privilege

(October 19, 2007) Report from General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation

Recommendations

The General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that City Council adopt the
key components of the preventative hazard tree management plan, as described in this report, as
the City of Toronto’s policy for tree hazard abatement in parks and ravines.

Financial Impact

Approval of the recommendation in this report has the following additional Operating and
Capital budget implications to be considered within the overall 2008 Parks, Forestry and
Recreation budget submission.


http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2007/pe/bgrd/backgroundfile-7834.pdf
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Expenditures 2008 2009 Total
Annualization
Capital Budget $147,000 $147,000
Operating Budget $1,049,596 $333,615 $1,383,211
Permanent Staff Positions Three Forestry Foreperson 1's

If approved in 2008, the incremental operating budget impact to Parks, Forestry and Recreation
would be $1,049,596 and $333,615 in 2008 and 2009 respectively. The impact to the capital
budget is $147,000 funded through debt in 2008.

The capital funding requested is for the purchase of three (3) hybrid trucks with ramps and
three (3) al terrain vehicles. In 2008, $750,000 of the requested $1,049,596 operating funds
will be allocated to contracted services for undertaking the required tree work that is
anticipated. The requested staff positions will require $150,000 in operating funds in 2008 and
$50,000 in 2009.

In addition to the funding requested in the 2008 and 2009 Operating and Capital budget
request, a further report requesting additional funding will be submitted in 2008, in relation to
trail identification, mapping and signage. Urban Forestry will coordinate with the Parks branch
of Parks, Forestry and Recreation in preparing this report and determining the funding that will
be required for the mapping of existing maintained and non-maintained trails, the installation of
trail markers for the purpose of identification and record keeping, and signage identifying the
nature of the trails and any caution that needs to be exercised.

The Deputy City Manager and Chief Financial Officer have reviewed this report and agree with
the financial impact information

Summary

The purpose of thisreport isto recommend atree hazard abatement policy for parks and
ravines. The recommended policy is consistent with the Toronto and Region Conservation
Authority’s (TRCA) policy for inspection and maintenance of hazardous trees on TRCA-
owned lands and the Hamilton Royal Botanical Garden (RBG) inquest recommendations
relating to tree assessment and care. A legal opinion on this matter isincluded as a confidential
attachment.

The proposed policy will assist in the identification of hazardous trees in our parks and ravines,
especialy in high traffic areas including pathways, picnic areas, and exit and entrance ways,
and in scheduling the required maintenance of these trees. Creating and installing appropriate
signage at access points to parks and ravines is also recommended as part of the policy.

Background Information
Staff Report



http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2007/pe/bgrd/backgroundfile-7857.pdf



