i TORONTO STAFEREPORT

United Nations University Regional Centre of Expertise
on Education for Sustainable Development:
Memorandum of Understanding

Date: May 23, 2007

To: Parks & Environment Committee
From: Richard Butts, Deputy City Manager
Wards: All

Reference | ,\-007Cluster B\PPFA\TEO\PEO7004
Number:

SUMMARY

In March 2005, the Mayor wrote to the United Nations University requesting that the
City of Toronto be included in an international network of Regional Centres of Expertise
on Education for Sustainable Development (see Attachment 1). Toronto received this
recognition in May 2005.

Since that time, the Toronto Environment Office has worked locally to build a network of
education for sustainable development (*ESD”) stakeholders to form a Steering
Committee for the Toronto Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable
Development (“Toronto RCE”). Toronto's RCE aims to strengthen communication,
coordination and collaboration anong ESD stakeholdersin the Toronto region.

The Toronto RCE does not congtitute a separate legal entity, but instead represents an
aliance of institutions and organizations committed to enhancing education to secure an
inclusive, healthy, prosperous and environmentally sustainable future for Toronto. The
attached Memorandum of Understanding (see Attachment 2) outlines the parameters for
collaboration on Toronto RCE projects, and establishes a Steering Committee to govern
the activities of the Toronto RCE.

The purpose of this report is to recommend that the City of Toronto sign the
Memorandum of Understanding, and continue to play aleadership rolein the activities of
the Toronto RCE. Staff in the City Solicitor's Office have reviewed the attached
Memorandum of Understanding, and do not have any concerns about the content of the
document.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

The Deputy City Manager recommends that:

1 the Toronto Environment Office represent the City of Toronto on the Toronto
Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development Steering
Committee;

2. for a period of two years, the Toronto Environment Office provide office space

and staff support for the Toronto Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for
Sustainable Development Secretariat; and

3. the Mayor, on behaf of the City of Toronto, sign the Memorandum of
Understanding formally committing the City to the obligations listed above,
provided such Memorandum of Understanding is in the form attached or if
amended to the satisfaction of the Director of the Toronto Environment Office in
consultation with the City Solicitor.

FINANCIAL IMPACT

The Toronto RCE will make use of existing resources within the budget for the Toronto
Environment Office. The Deputy City Manager and Chief Financial Officer has
reviewed this report and agrees with the financial impact statement.

DECISION HISTORY

As per the attached letter dated March 31, 2005 (Attachment 1), the Mayor initiated
Toronto’s engagement by writing to the United Nations University to request Toronto’s
designation as a Regional Centre of Expertise on Education for Sustainable Devel opment.

ISSUE BACKGROUND

In the spring of 2004, the United Nations General Assembly passed a resolution marking
2005-2014 as the International Decade for Education for Sustainable Development. As a
result, the United Nations University (“UNU”) proposed establishing Regional Centres of
Expertise on Education for Sustainable Development (“RCES’) throughout the globe.
The RCEs are intended to be a forum for strengthening local and international
collaboration on education for sustainable devel opment.

In 2005, the opportunity to apply for status as an RCE was brought to the City by the
Toronto Zoo. The Mayor subsequently wrote to the UNU requesting that Toronto be
considered as a site for an RCE. As aresult, Toronto was selected as one of seven RCEs.
Since that time, the internationa network has grown to include thirty-five RCEs,
including Saskatchewan and Sudbury, Ontario, here in Canada
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In April 2006, Deputy City Manager Fareed Amin convened a meeting of major
educational institutions (i.e., school boards, universities and colleges) and maor social,
environmental, and economic stakeholder groups to inform them about the International
Decade for Education for Sustainable Development, and the intention to establish a RCE
in Toronto. In subsequent follow-up meetings, the details of a Memorandum of
Understanding as well as project ideas for the Toronto RCE emerged.

Asof May 2007, the following organizations and institutions have agreed to participate in
the governance and activities of the Toronto RCE, and will be signing the Memorandum
of Understanding:

e City of Toronto e Citizens Environment Watch

e University of Toronto e Environment Canada

e York University e Education Alliance for a Sustainable Ontario

e SenecaCollege e Toronto Zoo

e Toronto District School Board e Toronto & Region Conservation Authority
COMMENTS

The Memorandum of Understanding represents a significant milestone in the
development of the Toronto RCE. It represents the first time a group of institutional,
government, and non-governmental stakeholdersin Toronto have come together to take a
coordinated approach to education for sustainable development. In the context of the City
of Toronto’s Environmental Plan and proposed climate change and clean air strategy, the
Toronto RCE provides the City of Toronto with the opportunity to secure expert advice
and support in disseminating information about environmental issues, and in encouraging
Toronto's citizens to adjust their lifestyles to include more sustainable behaviours.

By participating in the Toronto RCE Steering Committee and providing secretariat
support for the Toronto RCE, the City of Toronto will continue to demonstrate that it isa
|leader—both locally and internationally—on environmental sustainability issues.

CONTACT

Kim Peters

Senior Environmental Planner

Policy, Planning, Finance & Administration
Toronto Environment Office

Tel: 416-392-1848

Richard Butts, Deputy City Manager
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ATTACHMENTS

1. March 31, 2005 letter from Mayor David Miller to the United Nations University
requesting that the City of Toronto be recognized as a Regional Centre of
Expertise on Education for Sustainable Devel opment.

2. Memorandum of Understanding, Toronto Regional Centre of Expertise on
Education for Sustainable Devel opment.
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Attachment 1
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