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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

61 Pepler Avenue – Request to Remove a City-Owned Tree  

Date: June 5, 2007 

To: Toronto – East York Community Council 

From: Brenda Librecz, General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation 

Wards: Ward 29 –  Toronto-Danforth 

Reference 
Number:  

 

SUMMARY 

 

To report on a request that has been received for removal of one (1) City-owned 
Colorado blue spruce tree that is 49 centimetres in diameter located on the street 
allowance fronting 61 Pepler Avenue.  The request has been received from the property 
owners of 59 Pepler Avenue who feel the tree is a nuisance due to falling needles that 
require clean up.  The owners of 59 Pepler Avenue also have concerns regarding the 
tree’s suitability to the site and its health and would like the tree removed and replaced 
with an alternate species.   

Inspection of the tree by Urban Forestry staff revealed that the tree is quite healthy, there 
are no structural issues with the tree, and the amount of needle drop is normal for a blue 
spruce.  With proper care and maintenance, the tree should continue to provide benefits to 
the community for years to come.  Urban Forestry cannot support removal of this tree.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that Council 
deny the request to remove one (1) City-owned Colorado blue spruce tree fronting 61 
Pepler Avenue.   

Financial Impact 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.  

ISSUE BACKGROUND 
In accordance with City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, Trees, Article II, a 
written request has been made to remove one (1) City-owned street tree located on the 
street allowance fronting 61 Pepler Avenue.  The request for tree removal has been made 
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by the owners of 59 Pepler Avenue who no longer wish to clean up debris from this tree 
and would like it replaced with a tree they feel is more suited to the location.   

COMMENTS 
A written request for the removal of a City-owned Colorado blue spruce that is  49 
centimetres in diameter fronting 61 Pepler Avenue has been received from the property 
owners of 59 Pepler Ave.  The tree is located 2.1 metres from the sidewalk and 2.4 
metres from the driveway of 59 Pepler Ave.    

An inspection of the  tree by Urban Forestry staff has confirmed that the tree has a well 
balanced, upright healthy crown with only very minor deadwood.  The tree does not 
overhang the roof of 59 Pepler Avenue.  This tree has been pruned by staff over the past 
few years.  All trees have an element of maintenance associated with their placement in a 
manicured lawn or landscape setting.  All trees, regardless of species, will shed foliage, 
fruit, twigs and branches periodically.  Removal of the tree due to an increased 
maintenance requirement is not justifiable.  

Under Section 813-5.J. of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, Trees, Article 
II, Urban Forestry  is authorized to refuse the removal of trees located on a City street and 
refer the matter to the appropriate Community Council.  Urban Forestry has sent a letter 
to the applicants informing them of our refusal to schedule the removal of the spruce tree.   

Should the request for the removal of the City-owned Colorado blue spruce tree fronting 
61 Pepler Avenue be approved, approval must be conditional upon the applicant 
arranging for the removal at their expense and paying all applicable costs and complying 
with all other requirements as set out in City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, 
Trees, Article II.   

The subject tree is significant and is a valuable part of the forest community that exists 
within this area.  With proper care and maintenance, the tree should continue to provide 
benefits to the property and to the community for many years to come.  Urban Forestry 
cannot support removal of this tree.   

CONTACT 
Richard Ubbens, Director, Urban Forestry, Tel: 416 392-1894, Fax: 416 392-1915, Email 
rubbens@toronto.ca

  

SIGNATURE  

_______________________________ 
Brenda Librecz  
General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1 - Photographs of Colorado Blue Spruce 
Attachment 2 - Letter of Complaint / Request for Removal  
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Attachment 1 – Photographs of Colorado Blue Spruce               
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Attachment 2 - Letter of Complaint / Request for Removal 
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