REASONS FOR DESIGNATION: 2 QUEEN STREET WEST ATTACHMENT NO. 14B

Philip Jamieson Building
Description

The property at 2 Queen Street West (formerly known as 184 Y onge Street) is worthy of
designation under Part 1V of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value or
interest, and meets the criteria for municipal designation prescribed by the Province of
Ontario under the categories of design and contextual value. Located on the northwest
corner of Y onge Street and Queen Street West, the four-storey commercial building was
completed in 1896 for Philip Jamieson, founder of one of the largest merchant tailors and
retail clothing manufacturing companiesin late 19" century Canada. Between 1912 and
1980, the building was occupied by a branch of Woolworth’s, the American chain of
five-and-dime stores. The property was listed on the City of Toronto Inventory of
Heritage Propertiesin 1986, and a Heritage Easement Agreement was registered during
the same year. Portions of the building, which are described in the heritage attributes
below, have been incorporated into a commercial development on the site.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Vaue

The Philip Jamieson Building has design value as a surviving example of alate 19"
century commercial building with Classical features in the City’ s financia district. Its
detailing was inspired by the Renaissance Revival style, which isidentified by the use of
different window shapes to distinguish the individual stories, and the application of
Classical motifs. The rounded southeast corner is a highlight of the design.

Historically, the Philip Jamieson Building is one of the few buildingsin Toronto designed
by Samuel Curry and Francis S. Baker, who embarked on a brief partnership from 1895
to 1898. The pair accepted commissions in Toronto and New Brunswick, and supervised
the alterations to Harbord Collegiate (the | atter property isincluded on the City’s heritage
inventory).

The building anchors the northwest corner of Y onge Street and Queen Street West where
it is surrounded by the Eaton Centre. With its scale and attention to detail, the Philip
Jamieson Building complements the Robert Simpson Store at 176 Y onge Street and the
Bank of Montreal Building at 2 Queen Street West, which are designated under the
Ontario Heritage Act.

Heritage Attributes

The heritage attributes of the Philip Jamieson Building related to itsdesign value as a
surviving example of alate19™ century commercial building with Classical detailing are
found on the brick-clad portions of the principal facades facing east onto Y onge Street
and south toward Queen Street East, the rounded southeast corner, and the flat roofline,
consisting of:

e The 4%>storey plan with a cornice and parapet along the flat roofline
e The buff brick cladding with brick, stone and terra cotta trim
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e Theuniform fenestration in the second through the fourth stories, with flat-headed
openings in the second and third floors and elaborate round-arched openingsin
the upper storey

e Thedetailing of the window openings, with stone surrounds and sills on the
second floor, and terra cotta trim on the third and fourth stories

e Intheattic level, the small rectangular window openings placed above a stone
band course

Thefirst-floor storefronts have been altered and are not included in the Reasons for
Designation.



