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Fee Repor t His t oryFee Repor t His t ory

The Lobbyist Registrar was directed to report on 
a plan to partially recover costs related to the 
operation of the Registry by charging lobbyists a 
registration fee from the beginning of the 
program.

Motion by City Council, February 2007
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Rec om m endat ions Rec om m endat ions 

• There be a fee of $150.00 for paper based applications.
• No further fees at this time except for information 

supplied and charged through the Office of the City Clerk. 
Municipal Code, Chapter 441.

• The City Solicitor be authorized to introduce any 
necessary bill into council to amend Municipal Code, 
Chapter 441, Fees and Charges, respecting these fees.
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Financ ia l Im pac tFinanc ia l Im pac t

• Unable to estimate paper based registrations and 
therefore financial impact.

• Less than 1% of registrations are paper based in 
other established Lobbyists Registries. 

• There is no revenue reflected in the 2008 Operating 
Budget for the Office of the Lobbyist Registrar.

• Should revenues be generated, it will be reported in 
the Variance Report.
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Rat ionaleRat ionale

• Lobbying is a helpful and normal part of doing business.
• Lobbyists have a right to access government for the 

purposes of communicating with a public office holder.
• Fees may serve as a disincentive which is contrary to the 

principle of the Code’s open and unfettered access to City 
government, a vital aspect of local democracy.

• Staff and elected officials are to serve the public; fees to 
register may foster the belief that there should be 
unfettered obligation to communicate with the lobbyist.
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Rat ionaleRat ionale

• Fees are typically a “fee for service”.
• The Registry provides disclosure to the public.
• It is the public being served.
• The registrant lobbyist is not necessarily receiving 

a service.  Failure to register is in violation of the 
Code and has consequences.
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Rat ionaleRat ionale

• This is the level of fee charged at the Province of 
Ontario and the Federal Registry.

• It is the fee charged in Quebec Provincial Registry 
which also registers municipal lobbyists.
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Arr iv ing at FeesArr iv ing at Fees

• The Registry has no operational experience on 
which to base a fee.

• Experience would take into consideration –
– the staff cost and resources it takes to process a     

registration; 
– the relationship to other fee setting precedents at the 

City; and
– fees set at other lobbyist registries.
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The Ex per ienc e of One J ur isd ic t ionThe Ex per ienc e of One J ur isd ic t ion

• Renewal fee structure does not recover system 
operating costs.

• Renewal is voluntary and it does not occur.
• There is a cost to process payments.
• It appears to the Registrar that it is a disincentive.
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Rec om m endat ion Requi rem ent sRec om m endat ion Requi rem ent s

• Notice has been given as required by the City of 
Toronto Act, 2006.

• The City Clerk and Director of Elections and 
Registry Services have been consulted. 

• Fees will be reviewed periodically and the Registrar 
will report as circumstances are warranted.


