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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

Natural Garden Exemption Request 
275 – 277 Park Lawn Road  

Date: June 15, 2008 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Curtis Sealock, District Manager, Municipal Licensing and Standards 

Wards: Ward 5, Etobicoke Lakeshore 

Reference 
Number: 

ML& S Folder Number 08 163482 LGW 00 IR 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This staff report is in response to a request to review the requirements of a Notice issued 
under Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 489, Grass and Weeds, requiring that long grass 
and weeds be cut at 275-277 Park Lawn Road to comply with the said Chapter, on the 
basis that the growth is exempt as a Natural Garden, for which the Etobicoke York 
Community Council has delegated authority from City Council to make a final decision.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Municipal Licensing and Standards recommends that:  

1. The Etobicoke York Community Council approve this exemption request and 
cancel the Notice, on the condition that the garden is maintained free from any 
noxious weeds and invasive plants.   

Financial Impact  

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.      
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ISSUE BACKGROUND  

On May 20, 2008, a Notice was issued to St. Mark’s Catholic Church, owner of 275-277 
Park Lawn Road, requiring the grass and weeds to be cut in accordance with Toronto 
Municipal Code, Chapter 489, Grass and Weeds.  A letter dated May 22, 2008 was 
received from the owner requesting a review of the Notice and exemption to the By-law 
requirements on the basis that that the lands form a Natural Garden, Attachment 1.  

COMMENTS  

Chapter 489 of the Toronto Municipal Code, Grass and Weeds, requires grass and/or 
weeds in excess of 20 centimetres (8 inches in height) to be cut upon receipt of a served 
Notice.   The Chapter also provides for that the issuance of the Notice be reviewed by the 
local Community Council on the basis that the growth is exempt as a Natural Garden.    

Upon review of a Natural Garden Exemption request, the corresponding Community 
Council may either:  

(a) Grant the exemption, with or without conditions, and cancel the Notice; or  

(b) Confirm the Notice and direct that a second Notice be given.  

This report is prepared in consultation with staff of Natural Environment and Horticulture 
Unit of Parks, Forestry and Recreation, who reported on June 16, 2008 that the grassy 
slope on site is very difficult and potentially dangerous to cut with a lawn mower, and the 
owner has chosen to naturalize the area, Attachment 3.  All noxious weeds and invasive 
plants (including the Garlic Mustard and Dog Strangling Vine, Attachment 2) previously 
found on site have been removed and the garden now meets the criteria of a Natural 
Garden.    

CONTACT  

Chip Au, Supervisor 
Etobicoke York District 
Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Tel: (416)394-2533  Fax: (416)394-2904 
E-mail: cau2@toronto.ca

  

SIGNATURE   

_______________________________ 
Curtis Sealock, District Manager 
Etobicoke York District  
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ATTACHMENTS  

Attachment 1:  Natural Garden Exemption Request 
Attachment 2:  Photos showing the Invasive Plants which were subsequently removed 
Attachment 3:  Photo showing the Steep Grassy Slope of the Natural Garden 



 

Staff report for action on Natural Garden Exemption Request for 275-277 Park Lawn Road 4 

Attachment 1:  Natural Garden Exemption Request
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Attachment 2:  Photos of Invasive Plants

    

Dog Strangling Vine  

  

Garlic Mustard 



 

Staff report for action on Natural Garden Exemption Request for 275-277 Park Lawn Road 8   

Attachment 3:  Photo showing the Steep Grassy Slope of the Natural Garden

       


