
  
STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED   

Sign Variance Report 
5322 Dundas Street West  

Date: October 23, 2008 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Edward Tipping, Director and Deputy Chief Building Official 

Wards: Ward 5 

Reference 
Number: 

2008EY026 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This Staff Report is about a matter for which the Community Council has delegated 
authority from City Council to make a final decision.  

Request for Approval of Variances from Chapter 215, Signs, of the former City of 
Etobicoke Municipal Code to install Three Business Identification Fascia signs at the  
front elevation that includes one Fascia Sign on the west elevation, and an Illuminated 
Fascia Sign at the rear elevation.   

The request comes from Mr. Robert Manning, of Gregory Signs Ltd., on behalf of the 
owner of the property, Obelysk Inc., for approval of the variance from Chapter 215, 
Signs, of the former City of Etobicoke Municipal Code.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Toronto Building recommends that   

1. The request for variances at the front elevation and west elevation (side wall) be 
approved for the reasons outlined in this report.   

2. The request for variance to illuminate the rear elevation wall sign be refused.  

3. The applicant be advised, upon approval of variances, of the requirement to obtain the 
necessary sign permits. 



   
FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.  

COMMENTS 

 

The proposed signs will be located on the front, back and side elevations of a new branch 
of Royal Bank at 5322 Dundas Street West. Presently, the building is under construction 
and will be used as a bank branch as well as providing other services such as insurance 
services as offered by the RBC.  

Toronto Building has already received a sign permit application to install two illuminated 
business identification signs at the front facade (south elevation), one non-illuminated 
business identification sign at the rear (north), and several directional signs for their drive 
thru facility. The applicant is proposing one additional Fascia Sign at the front, one at the 
side elevation (west), as well as, an Illuminated Fascia Sign at the rear. All require 
Approval of Variances from the Sign Code.  

The signs do not comply with Chapter 215, Signs, of the former City of Etobicoke 
Municipal Code in the following ways: 

Sign By-law Section 
& 

Requirements  
Applicant’s Proposal  Required Variance 

1.  215-20 B (1) permits only 
two business identification 
fascia sign for each street 
frontage. 

Applicant is proposing 
three business 
identification fascia signs 
at the front elevation.  

To have total of three 
fascia signs in lieu of one 
permitted. 

2.   215-11 permits up to fifty 
percent of the display area 
to be used for general 
advertising of services on 
the premises. 

Applicant is proposing 
one hundred percent of 
the display area of the 
third fascia sign at front 
elevation to be used for 
general advertising of 
services on the premises. 

To use one hundred 
percent of the display area 
of a fascia sign for general 
advertising of the services 
on the premises in lieu of 
fifty percent allowed. 

3.   215-20 B (7) permits one 
non-illuminated fascia sign 
with maximum display area 
of 1.5 square metres at rear 
of a building where such 
wall abuts a parking area 
and/or a public lane. 

Applicant is proposing to 
illuminate fascia sign 
with a display area of 
1.17 square metres at the 
rear elevation which is 
facing the parking lot of 
the building.   

To illuminated rear wall 
fascia sign where 
illumination is not 
permitted. 



 
Sign By-law Section 

& 
Requirements  

Applicant’s Proposal  Required Variance 

 
4.   215-20 B (1) permits two 

business identification 
fascia sign provided they 
are located at street 
frontage wall of the 
building.  

Applicant proposing side 
wall fascia sign which is 
facing parking lot and 
another building on the 
same lot with a display 
area of 3.15 square 
metres.  

To permit one business 
identification fascia sign 
on side wall of the 
building that does not face 
a street.  

 

The applicant is proposing to install three Business Identification Fascia Signs at the front 
elevation in lieu of two permitted by under Sign Code. The third sign will also have one 
hundred percent general advertising of services on the premises, where only fifty percent 
of the display area of the sign is permitted for that purpose, and will have a display area 
of 2.55 square metres. The total display area of all three signs are less than 8 percent of 
the façade area of the building. In the past Community Council approved similar 
variances for such signs.   

The side wall sign is located at the west elevation with a display area of 3.15 square 
metres, and is facing the parking lot and another building on the same lot. The existing 
building on the same lot has already obtained variances for fascia signs on the east 
elevation facing this new building.   

The rear wall sign is facing the parking lot and has a display area of 1.17 square metres, 
and the property abuts a residential property to the north, beyond the parking lot of the 
building. The fascia sign will be approximately 40 metres from the residential property to 
the north and therefore staff is of the opinion that the rear wall sign should not be 
illuminated.  

Staff is of the opinion that the variances at the front elevation and side wall are minor in 
nature, and recommends the approval of variances.              



 
CONTACT  

Sait Toprak, Manager, Plan Examination 
Tel: (416) 394-8010  
Fax: (416) 394-8209 
E-mail: stoprak@toronto.ca     

_______________________________ 
Edward Tipping, P.Eng 
Director of Building and  
Deputy Chief Building Official 
The Etobicoke York District      

ATTACHMENTS   

1.) Site Plan 
2.) Sign Location Plan 
3.) Elevations                      



      
APPLICANT’S INFO:

  

ROBERT MANNING 
PRIDE SIGNS LTD. 
28 BALL POINT ROAD 
LITTLE BRITAIN, ONTARIO 
KOM 2C0  

TEL: (705) 786-0327 
FAX: (705) 786-3112         



  

SITE PLAN     



    

SIGN LOCATION PLAN  



 
REAR ELEVATION 

 



 
WEST ELEVATION 

  


