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STAFF REPORT 
INFORMATION ONLY  

Mimico-By-The-Lake Revitalization Initiative   

Date: December 18, 2007 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Director, Community Planning, Etobicoke York District 

Wards: Ward No. 6 – Etobicoke Lakeshore 

Reference 
Number: 

File No. 07 103514 STE 30 TM 

 

SUMMARY 

 

On September 13, 2006, Etobicoke York Community Council (EYCC) requested the City 
Planning Division to report on the next steps involved in moving the “Mimico by the 
Lake Project 20/20: A Perfect Vision for our Community” document forward.  The 
Mimico 20/20 document is an initiative originating from Councillor Mark Grimes.  

Staff reported on February 13, 2007 and Community Council directed that a wider initial 
public consultation process based on the Mimico 20/20 document be undertaken.  This 
report presents the results of a community consultation workshop held on June 16, 2007, 
and outlines the next steps in proceeding with an implementation strategy for the 
Mimico-By-The-Lake Community 
revitalization initiative.  

The workshop identified several key areas 
of future study which can be categorized as 
follows:  Land Use Considerations; Parks 
and Recreation (Waterfront Renewal); 
Housing; Economic Development; 
Transportation; Infrastructure; and Social 
Services.  

The findings contained in facilitation 
consultant Sue Cumming’s report entitled 
“MIMICO 20/20 Workshop Report and 
Recommendations For Next Steps” 
(Attachment 1) clearly indicate a desire for 
a continued process that includes public 
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participation to advance this initiative to the implementation stages.  Staff intend to host a 
public meeting in the first quarter of 2008 to discuss a Planning Framework Terms of 
Reference prior to initiating work.  

Financial Impact 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.  

DECISION HISTORY  

On September 13, 2006, Etobicoke York Community Council requested the Director, 
Community Planning, Etobicoke York District to report on the next steps involved in 
moving the “Mimico by the Lake Project 20/20: A Perfect Vision for our Community” 
initiative forward.  The Mimico 20/20 document was brought forward to initiate a formal 
community revitalization process following discussions between Councillor Mark Grimes 
and area residents.  It preliminarily identified some of the opportunities, challenges and 
potential implementing mechanisms to secure revitalization of the Mimico apartment 
strip and surrounding area.  The document also proposed broad participation from all 
stakeholders throughout the process.  

On February 13, 2007, Etobicoke York Community Council directed Planning staff to 
facilitate a wider initial public consultation process, followed by a report to Council on 
the results and recommendations for an implementation strategy.  

ISSUE BACKGROUND  

On June 16, 2007, Planning staff organized a day-long, broadly-based consultation 
workshop attended by over 100 local community stakeholders/participants.  Led by 
professional facilitator Sue Cumming, Cumming+Company, the workshop obtained 
broad public input to: affirm a vision for the community; identify ideas and opportunities 
for revitalization; and provide input to assist in identifying the necessary next steps 
towards implementing a revitalization strategy for the Mimico-By-The-Lake community.  

The results of the workshop including suggestions for future activity are contained in the 
consultant’s report entitled Mimico 20/20 Workshop Report and Recommendations For 
Next Steps (Attachment 1).  

COMMENTS  

Drawing from the input received, the consultant’s Workshop Report identified a ‘vision’ 
for the community as follows:  

“Mimico-By-The-Lake is a historic Toronto Community that is known for its unique 
lakeside location within Toronto’s waterfront. It has exemplary public spaces and 
connections to and along the waterfront with trails, parks and places for community 
gathering and play; an attractive and vibrant main street that supports a mix of shops, 
services and community activities and is a draw for residents and others outside the area; 
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housing choices and opportunities for renewed rental and ownership; and inclusive 
participation with active community life which celebrates its history, diversity, arts and 
culture.”  

The workshop process has identified a number of opportunities and challenges to 
overcome if this vision is to be achieved.  Those opportunities and challenges generally 
fall into the following areas:  

1. Housing – How to maintain a mix of housing that meets existing and future needs, 
including an exploration of options to upgrade current rental housing stock;  

2. Parks and Recreation  - Opportunities to expand and improve existing parks and 
recreational facilities with a focus on waterfront locations, including the completion of 
the Waterfront Trail Linear Park;  

3. Infrastructure – Needed improvements and beautification measures on public lands 
including roads, sidewalks, lighting, utilities and signage;  

4. Business - Economic development/business promotion, attraction and marketing on 
local and regional levels and the establishment of a community identity;  

5. Land Use - Establishment of principles to guide future development with a particular 
emphasis on the waterfront, the Apartment Strip, key sites and major streets (eg. Lake 
Shore Blvd. “Avenues” designation);  

6. Transportation – Examine transit connections, parking, bike lanes, pedestrian 
movements, and traffic; and,  

7. Social Services – Develop a community assessment to identify needs.  

Planning staff propose to table these topic areas for discussion at a public meeting.  The 
meeting should explore a consensus on these areas of study and identify priorities for 
future work.  That input will inform the drafting of Terms of Reference for a Planning 
Framework.  The Framework should also identify a revitalization and implementation 
strategy.  

The approved City Planning Division 2008 Capital Budget identifies funds for Growth 
Studies.  A consultant team will be retained to undertake the Planning Framework.  Staff 
will report with Terms of Reference for that work following the public meeting.  

In addition to the apparent public demand and enthusiasm for this initiative, Planning 
staff is of the opinion that proceeding with this initiative now is timely for the following 
reasons:  
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1. Completion of a Study that includes land use principles and other implementation 
tools will enable staff to take a proactive approach in the development review 
process as future applications come forward;  

2. The Framework will identify opportunities to extend the Mimico Waterfront 
Linear Park and integrate/connect this project into the wider community and 
continue the process of waterfront revitalization;  

3. This process will advance work on implementation of the “Avenues” designation 
in the Official Plan for this portion of Lake Shore Boulevard West;  

4. The life cycle stage of the rental housing supply in the Apartment Strip is 
generally at a point where rehabilitation and renewal may be required; and  

5. The study can identify opportunities to integrate future Transit City – Light Rail 
expansion along Lake Shore Boulevard West into the community streetscape and 
character.  

CONCLUSION  

This report identifies the next steps of the Mimico revitalization initiative.  Planning staff 
intend to build upon the input and recommendations contained in the appended 
consultant’s Workshop Report by hosting a public meeting in the first quarter of 2008.  
The meeting will assist in establishing a Terms of Reference for a Planning Framework 
Study.  Funds are available in the Division Capital Budget to undertake this work.  
Planning staff will report to Community Council with more detailed Terms of Reference 
for the study in the second quarter of 2008.  

CONTACT 
Matthew Premru, Planner    Michael McCart, Senior Planner 
Tel. No. (416) 394-6004    Tel. No. (416) 394-8228 
Fax No. (416) 394-6063    Fax No. (416) 394-6063 
E-mail: mpremru@toronto.ca

   

E-mail: mmccart@toronto.ca

  

SIGNATURE    

_______________________________ 
Gregg Lintern, MCIP, RPP 
Director, Community Planning 
Etobicoke York District  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1: Mimico 20/20 Workshop Report and Recommendations For Next Steps 
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Attachment 1:  Mimico 20/20 Workshop Report and Recommendations For Next 
Steps 
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