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What We Do

Toronto Building

Vision

We are leaders in building Toronto’s future as stewards of 
a healthy, safe, accessible, sustainable built 

environment.

We are leaders in the application and promotion of building 
regulations, delivering innovative and responsive 
services, setting the standard that others follow.

We are leaders in building Toronto – into the future.



Building Regulation in Canada

Model National Code 
Development

Administration: 
Building Code Act; 

Ontario Building Code

Enforcement of Act, 
Code including 
applicable laws

COTA authority for 
Green Roof Standard



2006 Ontario Building Code

• Energy efficiency provisions 
in the 2006 Code phased in 
between 2007 to 2012

• Energy Savings by 2012:
• Houses - 35% 
• Non-Residential/Larger 

Residential -25% 
• Enabling provisions for 

“Green technologies”



Fast-Tracking 2012 Code
Climate Change, Clean Air and Sustainability 

Action Plan:
“request the Province to fast-track changes to the 

energy and sustainability requirements of the 
Ontario Building Code for buildings in Toronto”

• Toronto Building is the lead on this key 
recommendation

• Ongoing discussions with Province
• Integral component of Toronto Green 

Standard



Helping to Build Green

www.toronto.ca/building/brochures.htm



Green Roof Bylaw

City of Toronto Act

Permits the City to require 
green roofs through a by-
law and govern their 
construction

First time, since 
introduction of OBC, 
municipality permitted to 
govern certain type of 
construction

Construction of Green Roofs

(1) “….authorize the City to 
pass a by-law requiring 
and governing the 
construction of green 
roofs….”

(2) “…despite section 35 of 
that [Building Code] Act”

(3) definition of “green roof”
(4) Repeal provision



Green Roof Standard
Falling Brook Lofts, Toronto

www.toronto.ca/greenroofs



Sign Bylaw Project

Environmental Considerations 
and Opportunities

www.toronto.ca/signbylawproject



Future Environmental Activities
– Continue to research barriers to implementation of 

green technologies
– Develop standard details for solar domestic hot 

water systems
– Support implementation of Toronto Green 

Standard
– Conduct research and develop supportive tools for 

early implementation of 2012 energy efficiency 
provisions

– Continue to champion Toronto as leader on green 
building agenda, nationally and internationally


