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PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE ROUTE CONSIDERATIONS

7008 APR: 303£’Eebn}'?oronto Cycling and pedestrian planner Momday, April 14, 2008
~ Shelley Carroll, Chair - City of Toronto Public Works Committee
Manager, Toronto Culture
Other interested parties

Purpose: To identify and promote the major historic paths, trails, and routes into and out of Toronto

from pre 1793 to post 1850. To identify the barriers created by geology and geography, and
human barriers constructed since 1850.

Synopsis: In the 1920s the City of Toronto gave consideration to the idea of various diagonal routes
out of downtown Toronto to the northwest, the north, and the northeast based in part on
the physiography of the Toronto landscape. Because of the Great Depression and other

reasons, no action was taken until after World War I when various expressways and other
routes were constructed for automotive traffic.

tdentify: (1) Paths and trail routes were established and used by native peoples pre and post 1793.

Where walking and/or cycling routes intersect or align with such routes they should be
recognized.

(2) Between 1793 and 1850 a various immigrant pathways and early roads were established
and also deserve recognition, .

a) lrish immigrant trail — Corktown to the Don Pinnacle {1842-1957) ran northeast across
the lower Don valley via Winchester Street bndge

b) Weston Plank Road (1846)

c) Dawes Plank Road (1848)

d) Yorkville-Vaughan Plank Road (1849)  (E) Garrlson Commor Fooi/

ath(l€
~/877; & qu(z, p
Former railway rights-of-way such as the Canadian Northern Railway closed in 1932 across )

and along Taylor-Massey Creek.

Former TTC streetcar routes such as the “Belt Line” from Pape and Danforth across the city
to Lansdowne and St. Clair via diagonal routes (ca. 1930 to Feb. 26, 1966)

(3) When cycling and pedestrian routeways are established that important

crossroads/meeting places be identified and used to establish cycling, pedestrian, and
cultural nodes along such routes.

a) Boston Corners (Kingston Road east of Woodbine Avenue)
b) Coleman’s Corners (Dawes Road and Danforth Avenue, 1848)

c) Slattery Corners (Dundas Street West and Bloor Street West)
d) Abongmai encampment sites

Create: |If possnble identification of such places and routeways by such means as the City of Toronto

considers appropriate. (discovery walk pamphlet, plaques, cell phone info locations, eths
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