
                                          
January 22, 2009   

Ms. Ulli Watkiss 
City Clerk 
City of Toronto 
Toronto City Hall 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N2  

Dear Ms. Watkiss:  

Re:   City Staff Report Yonge Subway Extension – Environmental Submission and  
Project Update (EX28.1)                      

At its January 5, 2009 Executive Committee Meeting, in consideration of the above report, the 
Committee:  

Requested the Toronto Transit Commission to direct staff to review the report entitled 
“Analysis of Yonge Subway Extension Final Report on TPAP and Future Actions” prepared by 
Mr. Karl Junkin; meet with Mr. Junkin to discuss his concerns, and report thereon directly to 
Council for its meeting scheduled to be held on January 27, 2009.  

On December 17, 2008 the Commission approved the following motion:  

Request staff, in light of the public concerns about the capacity of the Yonge Subway south of 
Finch Station, to arrange additional public meetings in January 2009 to outline the planned 
capacity improvements that will be made to YUS subway line in parallel with the 
implementation of the Yonge Subway Extension project and that the results of these meetings 
be reported directly to the January 27/28, 2009 City Council meeting.  

This letter (and attachments) responds to both of the above motions.  Additional requests made by 
the Executive Committee are discussed in the Commission Report entitled “Yonge Subway 
Extension – Additional Information Concerning Costs and Ridership/Capacity” which is being 
forward to City Council under separate cover.  

On January 19, 2009, TTC staff met with the author of the above report (Mr. Karl Junkin) to 
discuss his concerns (see Appendix 1 for a copy of Mr. Junkin’s deputation to the January 5, 2009 
Executive Committee Meeting).  
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After lengthy discussion and further elaboration of the content of the Commission Report, TTC 
staff were able to address Mr. Junkin’s technical concerns with the report. The one factual error in 
the staff report (peak period vs. peak hour diversion effect of the Spadina Subway Extension on 
Yonge ridership), was corrected by TTC staff in the December 17, 2009 presentation to the 
Commission and this correction was explained to Mr. Junkin.  This item was also covered in the 
Commission Report of January 21, 2009.  

A high level overview of the response to Mr. Junkin’s deputation is outlined in Attachment 2.  

In response to the Commission motion concerning an additional public meeting, a public meeting 
was held as follows:  

Tuesday January 20, 2009 at 5:00 
North Toronto Memorial Community Centre, 200 Eglinton Avenue West.  

The public meeting was advertised in the Toronto Star and Metro newspapers and on the TTC, 
City and York Region websites.  In addition, the City Councillors in the Yonge Subway corridor 
from Steeles Avenue to Bloor Street (Wards 16, 22, 23, 24, 25 and 27) were provided an 
electronic version of the meeting notice in order that they could distribute this to their ratepayer 
and general mailing lists. York Region distributed an electronic copy of the meeting notice to 
approximately 4,000 people on the project mailing list. The meeting was attended by 
approximately 65 members of the public and the format of the meeting included an open house 
(with display boards), a presentation from TTC staff and questions and answers from the 
audience.  

Generally, there was support for the Yonge Extension project provided that the downstream 
capacity of the existing subway system is enhanced in a timely fashion.  There was some 
discussion of the need (and timing) of the Downtown Relief Line, the capacity of Yonge-Bloor 
Station, the use of premium express services to offload the Yonge Subway and existing Yonge 
Subway capacity constraints (both in the immediate future and as proposed by TTC staff in the 
presentation) and existing subway service levels.  

The foregoing is forwarded to City of Toronto Council for consideration at its meeting on January 
27, 2009 in conjunction with City Executive Committee item No. EX28.1 entitled, “Yonge Subway 
Extension – Environmental Assessment Submission and Project Update.”  

Sincerely,    

Gary Webster 
Chief General Manager  

70-5 
2501080 

Attachments 1-2  

Copy:  J. Kervin, City of Toronto  
R. McPhail, City of Toronto 



 



  




