
 
MEMORANDUM  

Date:  October 8, 2009 

To:       Chair and Members of the Government Management 
Committee  

From:   Howard Moscoe  

Re:    Running around in circles

    

Since amalgamat ion, t he new gover nment of t he Cit y of Tor ont o 
has been oper at ing f r om it s pr esent locat ion f or nine year s now.  I may 
be a slow lear ner but I have yet t o f igur e out where all of t he 
commit t ee r ooms ar e locat ed.     Each t ime I set out t o a meet ing in, 
say Committee room B, I have to ask where that is.    The names of the 
Committee Rooms and Councillor office locat ions have not been well 
thought out and it is particularly puzzling because the hall is circular.  I 
know t hat I am not t he only one who is conf used because I of t en have 
t o ask sever al people wher e a commit t ee r oom may be locat ed bef or e I 
can f ind someone who act ually knows.   The commit t ee r ooms should be 
renamed so t hat t he name gives some kind of a clue as t o it s locat ion.  
I magine t he dif f icult y t hat someone coming int o Cit y Hall f r om t he 
outside might face in order to get to a meeting.    

To st ar t , t he names of t he int er nal st r eet should be changed f or 
locat ional ident if icat ion pur poses.   A, B, C and D st r eet names should 
be changed t o Queen St r eet , Bay St r eet , Dundas St r eet and 
University Avenue so that visitors and staff can immediately determine 
which way to head.  This could be done without changing letterheads.     



Recommendations:   

1. The mat t er of commit t ee r oom ident if icat ion be r ef er r ed t o t he 
Cler k f or a r epor t back t o t he Gover nment Management 
Committee within two months.  

2. That st af f consider appr opr iat e names f or commit t ee r ooms 
which will offer some clues as to their location.     

3. That consideration be given to using a different nomenclature for 
commit t ee r ooms inside t he cone of secur it y t han t hose 
accessible f r om public ar eas.   I nside commit t ee r oom names 
might incorporate the street names.    

4. That consider at ion also be given t o naming t he publicly accessible 
committee rooms after former mayors.  

5. I n r eviewing commit t ee r oom names, consider at ion be given t o 
incor por at ing t he same pr inciples int o t he naming of commit t ee 
rooms at the various civic centres.    

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.   

Yours in Government   

Howard Moscoe   
Ward 15 Councillor 
Eglinton-Lawrence 
Ids/Government Management/Running in Circles  


