
 

Demolition of 289 Searle Avenue 

 
STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED   

Residential demolition application for 289 Searle Avenue 
located in the former City of North York   

Date: December 15, 2008 

To: North York Community Council 

From: Director of Building  and Deputy Chief Building Official 

Wards: Ward 10 –  York Centre 

Reference 
Number: 

File No. 2008NY028 
08-209917 DEM 00 DM 

  

SUMMARY 

 

This staff report is about a matter that Community Council has delegated authority to 
make a final decision provided that it is not amended so that it varies from City policy or 
by-law.  

In accordance with Section 33 of the Planning Act and the City of Toronto 
Municipal Code Ch. 363, Article 11, “Demolition Control”, an application for a 
demolition permit at 289 Searle Avenue is referred to North York Community Council to 
refuse or to grant the demolition permit.  The applicant, Ms. Nicole Alonzi applied for a 
residential demolition permit on behalf of the owner of the property, Mr.Salvatore 
Alonzi, to demolish an existing single family dwelling which was used as a grow 
operation.    

If the North York Community Council grants issuance of the demolition permit, it may 
do so with or without conditions.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Toronto Building North York Division recommends that:  

1.   The request to demolish subject residential building be approved with the 
      following conditions:  
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   a.   All debris and rubble be removed immediately after demolition and the excavation 
be filled in.  

b. The site be maintained free of garbage and weeds, in accordance with the  
Municipal Code Chapter 623–5 and 629–10, Paragraph B.  

   c.    The owner to construct and substantially complete the new dwelling on the site of      
       the building to be demolished by not later than two (2) years from the day the     

          demolition is commenced.  

    d.    The failure to complete the construction within the time specified, shall entitle the  
           City Clerk to enter on the collector’s roll, to be collected in like manner as  
           municipal taxes, the sum of Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) for the  
           dwelling unit in respect of which a demolition permit is issued, and that such sum  
           shall, until payment, be a lien or charge upon the land in respect of which the     
           permit to demolish the residential property is issued.  

FINANCIAL IMPACT 

 

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.   

DECISION HISTORY  

On October 3, 2008, Ms. Nicole Alonzi applied for a residential demolition permit on 
behalf of Mr. Salvatore Alonzi, to demolish an existing dwelling used as a grow op which 
has major mould on walls and ceilings.    

An order pursuant to Section 13 of the Health Protection and Promotion Act, R.S.O. was 
issued in April/2008 against this address to prohibit occupancy of the premises until 
authorized for occupancy and entry by Toronto Public Health.  Under that order, the 
owners may choose to remediate or demolish the dwelling to remove the health hazards. 
Rather than undertake the expensive remedial work to remove the considerable mould 
and other health concerns which occurred as a result to a grow-operation within the 
building, the owners have chosen to demolish the dwelling.   

COMMENTS  

The City of Toronto Municipal Code [Chapter 363, Article 11, “Demolition Control” 
Subsection D(1)] requires that applications be referred to Community Council for 
consideration if no building permit is issued to erect a replacement building on the 
property.   

The owners do intend to rebuild this dwelling and in October 2008, submitted an 
application to Committee of Adjustment for construction of a new two storey dwelling on 
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the property.  The requested minor variances were approved and the owner advises that 
plans are being prepared for submission for a building permit to replace the existing 
dwelling.  The property, located north of Sheppard Avenue just east of Dufferin Street, is 
zoned R4 Residential Zone in the North York Zoning By-law 7625 and single family 
dwellings are permitted.  

The application for the demolition of the single family dwelling has been circulated to the 
Heritage Preservation Services, Urban Forestry, Medical Officer of Health and the Ward 
Councillor.    

CONTACT  

Diane Damiano, Manager Plan Review, Tel: 416-395-7561; Fax: 416-395-7589 
E-mail: damiano@toronto.ca   

SIGNATURE   

___________________ 
Steve Franklin  
Director of Building and 
Deputy Chief Building Official 
North District   

ATTACHMENTS  

1. Zoning Map 
2. Survey of the property 
3. Letter from the Applicant               
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Attachment #1  

Zoning Map 
289 Searle Avenue  
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Attachment #2  

Survey of Property 
289 Searle Avenue 
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Attachment #3  

Letter from Applicant 
289 Searle Avenue 

 


