
         
CONDOLENCE MOTION  

Moved by: Councillor Vaughan   

Seconded by:  Councillor Rae   

The Mayor and Members of Toronto City Council are deeply saddened to learn of the passing of 
David M. Nowlan on January 27, 2009.  

David M. Nowlan was a Professor Emeritus of Economics and a member of the Graduate 
Faculty at the University of Toronto. For a number of years David was the Vice President 
Research and the University’s Advisor on Environmental Education. David was a Rhodes 
Scholar and held degrees in philosophy, politics and economics from Oxford, as well as 
engineering from Queen's University. In 1965 he received a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of Toronto.  David also received the Outstanding Teaching Award from the Faculty 
of Arts and Science at the University of Toronto in 1998.  

More importantly, David was a long time family friend and a mentor.  An economist, planner, 
prominent scholar, first-rate teacher, and a long-standing contributor to urban studies and 
environmental research. He had a distinguished career as an advisor to International and local 
governments, including the City of Toronto and the United Nations.  His fields of interest 
spanned urban economics, development planning and transportation planning and policy.  David 
actively applied his academic skills to the real world issues, often those found right here in 
Toronto.  

David and his wife, Nadine, lived their lives together in the Annex.  They shared their love for 
the city and were often involved in neighbourhood and civic issues.   

Together, David and Nadine were instrumental in the campaign against the Spadina Expressway. 
Their cogent treatise on the expressway proposal, “The Bad Trip: The Untold Story of the 
Spadina Expressway” (1970) helped fuel the “reform” spirit of the time.   

David’s insight and intelligence helped shape the City through his contributions on three of 
Toronto’s most recent official plans.  An early advocate for liveable cities, David pushed 
Cityplan ’91 to include mixed uses in the downtown with more housing and an emphasis on 
accessibility for pedestrians, cyclists and public transit.  

David’s analysis of policies and economics, like development charges, Section 37 housing 
policies and park levies are embedded in the City’s most recent official plan. 
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It was an honour and a privilege to know David.  With his modest, calm, self-assured manner 
David was always approachable.   Over the years, I learned many things from David. One of the 
most important lessons was taught by example.  It was the sensitive and remarkable way he 
partnered with Nadine, as the two of them went about making such important contributions in 
the battle to create and produce really great neighbourhoods.   

The City Clerk is requested to convey, on behalf of the Members of Toronto City Council, our 
sincere sympathy to David M. Nowlan’s family.   

February 24, 2009.  


