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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

King Street West Properties – Inclusion on Heritage 
Inventory  

Date: May 27, 2009 

To: 
Toronto Preservation Board 
Toronto and East York Community Council 

From: Director, Policy and Research, City Planning Division 

Wards: Trinity-Spadina – Ward 20 

Reference 
Number:  

 

SUMMARY 

 

This report recommends that City Council include properties on the south side of King 
Street West between John Street and Blue Jays Way on the City of Toronto Inventory of 
Heritage Properties.  The eight properties identified in the recommendations below have 
cultural heritage value and support the late 19th century commercial character of the 
block.  Their inclusion on the City’s heritage inventory would enable staff to monitor the 
sites and encourage the retention of their heritage attributes and values.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The City Planning Division recommends that:  

1. City Council include the property at 291 King Street West (George L. Garden 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

2. City Council include the property at 293 King Street West (George L. Garden 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

3. City Council include the property at 295 King Street West (James McGee 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

4. City Council include the property at 297 King Street West (James McGee 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  
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5. City Council include the property at 299 King Street West (James McGee 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

6. City Council include the property at 301 King Street West (Gardiner Boyd 
Buildings) with the entrance address of 303 King Street West on the City of 
Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

7. City Council include the property at 315 King Street West (Joseph Devlin 
Building) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties;  

8. City Council include the property at 327 King Street West (the westernmost 
portion of the property with an entrance address of 333 King Street West and 
containing the Gardiner Boyd Buildings) on the City of Toronto Inventory of 
Heritage Properties  

Financial Impact 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.  

ISSUE BACKGROUND 
Staff have examined the block on the south side of King Street West between John Street 
(east) and Blue Jays Way (west) and identified eight properties for inclusion on the City 
of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties.  Following research and evaluation, it was 
determined that the properties have cultural heritage value and contribute to the historical 
character of the block where most of the buildings date to the late 19th century.  The 
inclusion of the properties on the City’s heritage inventory would enable staff to monitor 
the sites and encourage the retention of their heritage attributes and values.    

In the same block, the properties at 287 King Street West (William Barber Buildings), 
319-325 King Street West (Hughes Terrace), and 355 King Street West (Canadian 
Westinghouse Building) are listed on the City’s heritage inventory, and the property at 
355 King is also designated under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.    

COMMENTS 
Location Maps with Photographs (Attachments Nos. 1-6) are attached.  The Reasons for 
Listing (Statements of Significance) outline the cultural heritage values and heritage 
attributes of the properties (Attachments Nos. 7-12). 
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The properties at 291, 293, 295, 297, 299, 301 (303), 315 and 327 (333) King Street West 
are worthy of inclusion on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties for their 
cultural heritage value.  Located on the south side of the street between John Street (east) 
and Blue Jays Way (formerly Peter Street, west), the series of three-storey late 19th 

century commercial buildings contribute to the historical character of King Street West.   

CONTACT 
Mary L. MacDonald, Acting Manager 
Heritage Preservation Services 
Tel: 416-338-1079 
Fax: 416-392-1973 
E-mail: mmacdon7@toronto.ca

  

SIGNATURE      

_______________________________ 
Barbara Leonhardt 
Director, Policy and Research 
City Planning Division  

[P:\2009\Cluster B\PLN\HPS\te 09 15 09\teHPS17]  

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment No. 1 - Location Map and Photograph, 291 King Street West 
Attachment No. 2 – Location Map and Photograph, 293 King Street West 
Attachment No. 3 - Location Map and Photograph, 295, 297 and 299 King Street West 
Attachment No. 4 – Location Map and Photograph, 301 (303) King Street West 
Attachment No. 5 – Location Map and Photograph, 315 King Street West 
Attachment No. 6 – Location Map and Photograph, 327 (333) King Street West 
Attachment No. 7 – Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 291 King Street 
West 
Attachment No. 8 - Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 293 King Street 
West  
Attachment No. 9 - Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 295, 297 and 299 
King Street West 
Attachment No. 10 - Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 301 (303) King 
Street West 
Attachment No. 11 - Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 315 King Street 
West 
Attachment No. 12 – Reasons for Listing (Statement of Significance), 327 (333) King 
Street West  



 

Staff report for action – King Street West Properties – Inclusion on Heritage Inventory 4  

LOCATION MAP AND PHOTOGRAPH: 291 KING STREET WEST    ATTACHMENT NO. 1  

  

The arrow marks the location of the property. 
This location map is for information purposes only; 
The exact boundaries of the property are not shown.  

    

291 King Street West 
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LOCATION MAP AND PHOTOGRAPH: 293 KING STREET WEST    ATTACHMENT NO. 2  

  

The arrow marks the location of the property.  

This location map is for information purposes only; 
the exact boundaries of the property are not shown.  


