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Edmonton bylaw aims to reduce motorcycle noise ! h '
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Mary Yalli, National Post

An Edmonton bylaw has captured the interest of municipalities and people across the country who loathe the persistent rumbles and
thunderclap starts of motorcycles on their roads.

Edmonton’s city council is believed to be the first in North America to pass a bylaw requiring the muffling of motorcycle noise. Riders
willbe fined 5250 if their motorcycles exceed 92 decibels while idling or 96 decibels while engaged. One hundred decibels is roughly
equivalent fo the sound made by a snowmobile or chainsaw.

"I've been fighting for this for awhile,” said city councillor Ben Henderson. " Downtown Edmonton] has a number of places that are
very attractive to late-night drag racing, It can be really disruptive to have someone tearing up and down the avenue at two or three
inthe morning, and it's a very severe problem for people wha cheose to live in an urban environment.”

Winaipeg and Reqgina are among the aities across (anada investigating whether to enact similar measures, as are municipalities from
British (clumbia to the Maritimes, said Jo-Anne Farquhar, a spakeswoman for (anada’s Motorcycle and Moped Industry Council
(MMIC).

“We believe this is something, as an industry, that is important fo us as well” Ms. Farquhar said on Thursday. “We don't want to
learn that people are purchasing after-market producis that allow the decibel level of their bikes to be a severe annoyance to others.
We don't agree with that any more than somebady wants to see their neighbour making noises that are unbearable to them.”

The MMIC wants to help municipalities put new rules in place and has drafted a mode! law for excessive motorcycle exhaust noise.
Police in Edmonton will use new sound level meters o check the noise output of individual motorcycles.
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Edmonton’s bylaw passed by a vote of 11to 1on Wednesday night and has prompted a heated public debate. Thase in favour of the bylaw attribute the distracting rumble of motorcyclesto a
culture of testosterone and bravado, while some motorcydiists argue noisy bikes help keep them safe by making their presence known.

“It's preity biased. | m pretty choked about it,” said Rub Harvey, owner of Edmonton's Extreme Choppers. “Do police really have that much time for somebody that's out making noise on the road
when there are ather people getting stabbed to death?”’

Dave Thiele, the only city councillor to vote against the noise bylaw, arqued the measure is "llogical and discriminatory.” He pointed out Edmonton has approximateiy 13,000 registered
motorcycles, while hundreds of thousands of cars are on the road.

“Nobody should be modifying their pipes to make them louder, whether it's a car or a pickup truck,” Mr. Thiele said i an interview.
“It's just discriminatory, period. That'sit”

Police in Winnipeg now plan to pursue measures, although not quite as stringent as Edmonton's bylaw. Sound-level testing conducted by the MMIC found Winnipeg likely has the most
motorcycles — and some of the loudest — in (anada. '

“Is hard to deal with complaints, because they re coming in at two o'clock in the morming .. and by the time the cruiser car gets there, the motorcycle is gone,” said Patrol Sergeant Rick Zurba of
Winnipeqg's traffic unit, -

{fficers there want to target hotshot drivers, not every pleasure motorcyclist on a Sunday morning cruise,

“We're not mainly focusing on the equipment of the motorcycle, but the style of riding,” Sqt. Zurba said.

“If you're going to accelerate at a really high rate of speed away from a stop sign, then we're going to start focusing on that, versus just the equipment part of the motorcycle.”
Reginais also sussing out a noise law that would apply to all vehicles, not just motorcycles.

The fight in Edmonton is not yet aver. Liane Langlois, who works for a small IT company and rides a Friumph Speedmaster, is organizing a pefition. She will have fo sign up 10% of Edmonton’s
population in order for it to be legally binding — roughly 79,000 people.

“I'm supposed to trust these peaple to make the best decisions when they're clearly advocating for police to discriminate and harass against motorcycle riders?” she said, "' m looking to get the
bylaw repealed. for me, [the bylaw| has got to be all-encompassing or nothing.”
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