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LA 0“["““] ACTION REQUIRED

7 Austin Terrace — Intention to Designate under Part IV,
Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act

Date: January 5, 2010
To: Toronto Preservation Board
From: Director, Policy and Research, City Planning Division

Wards: St. Paul’s—Ward 21

Reference
Number:

SUMMARY

This report recommends that City Council include the property at 7 Austin Terrace (John
B. Maclean House) on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties and state its
intention to designate the property under Part 1V, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

Staff have determined that the property at 7 Austin Terrace meets Regulation 9/06, the
criteria prescribed by the Province of Ontario for municipal designation under Part 1V,
Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act. If City Council states its intention to designate
and ultimately designates the property, the owner would be required to apply to Council
for permission to alter and/or demolish it under Part IV, Sections 33 and 34 of the
Ontario Heritage Act.

In December 2009, while the property at 7 Austin Terrace was undergoing research and
evaluation to determineiif it had cultural heritage value or interest, the owners removed
architectural elements and trim from the house form building, which is currently vacant.
Because City Council was not scheduled to meet again until January 2010 to consider the
heritage status of the site, the City appealed to the Minister of Culture for the Province of
Ontario to issue a stop order under Part 1V, Section 35(2) of the Ontario Heritage Act.

On December 21, 2009, the Minister issued the order, which remainsin effect for 60 days
and prohibits further alteration, damage, demolition or removal of any building or
structure on the site.
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RECOMMENDATIONS
The City Planning Division recommends that:

1 City Council include the property at 7 Austin Terrace (John B. Maclean House)
on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties.

2. City Council state its intention to designate the property at 7 Austin Terrace (John
B. Maclean House) under Part 1V, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act.

3. If there are no objections to the designation in accordance with Section 29(6) of
the Ontario Heritage Act, the solicitor be authorized to introduce the billsin
Council designating the property under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario
Heritage Act.

4, If there are objections in accordance with Section 29(7) of the Ontario Heritage
Act, the Clerk be directed to refer the proposed designation to the Conservation
Review Board.

5. If the proposed designation is referred to the Conservation Review Board, the
City Solicitor and any other necessary Staff be authorized to attend any hearing
held by the Conservation Review Board in support of Council’ s decision on the
proposed designation of the property.

Financial Impact

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of thisreport. The public
Notice of Intention to Designate will be advertised on the City’ s web site in accordance
with the City of Toronto Act provisions.

ISSUE BACKGROUND

The property is the subject of planning applications that proposes to demolish the existing
building and replace it with eight townhouses and a multi-unit rental building. Prior to
the receipt of the applications, Heritage Preservation Services (HPS) conducted
preliminary research and indicated to Community Planning that it had no interest in the
property. During the review of the current proposal, HPS staff advised Community
Planning staff that the site had archaeological potential. Also, information from arecent
publication on John M. Lyle was provided by the community which led staff to conduct
additional research on the site. Thisresulted in athorough evaluation of the property’s
potential values and attributes and staff advised the current owner of the property, and the
community, that it was conducting a further review of the property’s heritage values and
attributes and would prepare areport for the Toronto Preservation Board and Council
early in 2010.

In December 2009, staff were advised that the property owner was removing architectural

elements and trim from the subject property. Because City Council was not scheduled to
meet until January 2010, the City requested Aileen Carroll, Minister of Culture for the
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Province of Ontario, to issue a stop order under Section 35(2) of the Ontario Heritage
Act. On December 21, 2009, the Minister issued the order, which requires the property
owner to refrain from making further alterations to the site for 60 days while the Province
and the City determine its cultural heritage value or interest.

COMMENTS

Heritage Research and Evaluation

Staff have researched the property at 7 Austin Terrace and evaluated it according to
Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designationsin Ontario.
The research findings and application of the criteria are outlined in the Heritage Property
Research and Evaluation Report (Attachment No. 4). The results of the research and
evaluation indicate that the property meets the criteriafor designation for its
design/physical, historical/associative and contextual values.

The site has compelling historical values for its associations with both John B. Maclean
(1862-1950), the Toronto publishing icon who commissioned the building and occupied
the premises for 40 years, and Canadian architect John M. Lyle, who designed the
original part of the structure in the early years of his practice in the city. From adesign
perspective, the 1910 structure is a unique and early expression of Georgian Revival
styling that Lyle devised for the original scheme whereby two existing buildings were to
be attached and used as a gatehouse for the Maclean estate. While the main house was
never executed and the intended gatehouse became the primary residence, Lyl€e' s plans
for the combined buildings were applied instead to new construction. Thisresulted in an
unusual interpretation of Georgian Revival styling by the architect during the initial stage
of hisillustrious career. Contextually, the property ishistorically linked to the adjoining
surviving residential estates, including Casa Loma, along the escarpment above
Davenport Road. The John B. Maclean House al so supports the character of the area as it
developed as an exclusive suburban precinct prior to World War 1.

Integrity

During the research and evaluation of the property at 7 Austin Terrace, consideration was
given to the integrity of the John B. Maclean House, before and after the property was
damaged by the current owner. During the later 20™ century, the site was impacted by
the severance of most of the land around the house, particularly the development of a
residential subdivision that now surrounds two sides of the site. With these changes, the
appearance of the house as an estate building was compromised, but the 1910 structure
itself retains its integrity with its scale, form and massing and architectural features
inspired by Georgian Revival styling. While the south and east additions dating to the
1930s were designed to complement it in materials and fenestration, the different scale of
the extensions, and the awkward placement of the east wing on an angle dictated by the
road allowance, detract from the aesthetics of the property.

More recently, the current owner has removed windows, door and window trim, and

interior elements. When designating heritage properties, the City identifies window
openings as heritage attributes. Although the removal of the windows is unfortunate, it is
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not so detrimental to detract from the overall heritage value of the site. Likewise, interior
features are |ess often designated in private residences unless a property owner
specifically requests their inclusion. While the removal of the door and window trim is
more troubling, it can be replicated based on historical photographs and drawings, as well
as recent photographs. Despite these changes, the scale form and massing of the John B.
Maclean House remains intact, as does most of the cladding and fenestration. Asaresult,
the key associative and contextual values areillustrated in the heritage attributes of the
building.

It isthe opinion of staff that the property at 7 Austin Terrace meets the criteriafor
municipal designation prescribed by the Province of Ontario, and retains sufficient
heritage values and attributes to warrant designation under Part 1V, Section 29 of the
Ontario Heritage Act. Heritage Preservation Services staff will recommend that the
missing elements be restored as a condition of any permits required under the Ontario
Heritage Act.

Reasons for Designation

The Reasons for Designation are found in Attachment No. 3. The property at 7 Austin
Terrace, containing the John B. Maclean House, is worthy of designation under Part 1V,
Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets the
criteriafor municipal designation prescribed by the Province of Ontario under the three
categories of design or physical, historical or associative value and contextual value.
Located on the south side of Austin Terrace near the foot of Lyndhurst Avenue, the 1%%-
storey house form building is associated with Toronto publisher John B. Maclean, the
founder of a publishing empire that included Maclean’s magazine, who occupied the site
for 40 years. Reflecting the early Toronto practice of the notable Canadian architect,
John M. Lyle, the John B. Maclean House also has design value as a unique expression of
Georgian Revival styling that Lyle adapted to fit the unusual circumstances of this
commission. The property also has contextual value for its historical connection to the
enclave of suburban estates, including Casa Loma, that were developed in the area during
the early 20" century. As an extant building that was originally designed as a gatehouse
for aresidential estate that was not completed, the John B. Maclean House supports the
character of Austin Terrace where prominent Torontonians devised grand mansions in the
pre-World War | era.
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A location map (Attachment No. 1) and Photographs (Attachment No. 2) are attached.
The Reasons for Designation (Statement of Significance) are intended to be posted on the
City of Toronto’s web site and served on the owners of 7 Austin Terrace and on the
Ontario Heritage Trust according to the provisions of the Ontario Heritage Act. The
Reasons for Designation (Statement of Significance) include a statement of the cultural
heritage value of the property with a description of its heritage attributes.

CONTACT

Mary L. MacDonald, Acting Manager
Heritage Preservation Services

Tel: 416-338-1079

Fax: 416-392-1973

E-mail: mmacdon7@toronto.ca

SIGNATURE

Barbara L eonhardt
Director, Policy and Research
City Planning Division
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment No. 1 — Location Map

Attachment No. 2 — Photographs

Attachment No. 3 — Reasons for Designation

Attachment No. 4 — Heritage Property Research and Evaluation Report
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LOCATION MAP: 7 AUSTIN TERRACE ATTACHMENT NO. 1
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The arrow marks the location of the site.

Thislocation map is for information purposes only;
the exact boundaries of the property are not shown.
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 7 AUSTIN TERRACE ATTACHMENT NO. 2

Staff report for action — 7 Austin Terrace — Intention to Designate under the Ontario Heritage Act



