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Film, television, commercial and music video

production in Toronto

Presentation to the Economic Development Committee
By: Peter Finestone, Monday March 26, 2012
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Production companies
spent a grand total of $1.13
billion filming on-location in
Toronto in 2011.

This is a 25.0% increase in
total production spending
over the $903.35 million
reported in 2010.

Chart identifies values of
production spending by
type. The percentages
shown indicate the share a
production type contributed
towards the grand total
expenditure for 2011.

Major productions include:
feature films, movies for
television, mini-series,
television specials and TV
series.
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BEING Some 2011 Television Productions Shot
Er Ica and/or Worked-on in Toronto/Ontario
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Some 2011 Feature Films Produced
and/or Worked-on in Toronto/Ontario
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Economic Development Leader in 3D

Committee

“From filmmaking to cutting-edge research,
Ontario is emerging as an important center for
stereoscopic 3D activity and expertise, with
Toronto its focal point.” Variety Sept. 2011

e 3
Evip GOES GLofal
FALL 2012

.‘ 2 ¢ 3 “ 3 },"’
e T LA

Queen Elizabeth Il & Dalton McGuinty at
Pinewood Studios Toronto

3D ONTARIO

30 and Stereoscopic 30 Expertise
and Solutions Portal

http://www.3dontario.com
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The following statistical charts prepared by the Toronto Film &
Television Office include values only for productions which include
some on-location component.

The statistics and data do not include agency costs for talent, post-
production or productions with solely in-studio production activity.
They underestimate, therefore, the total spending in the sector in
particular in the area of in-house broadcaster production.

Productions in receipt of an Ontario tax credit have not been
reconciled with the OMDC.

The Toronto statistics reported here include production expenditures
for television commercials while those of the OMDC do not.
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Major Productions — Number and

Economic Development

Commitee spending during 2011 by type

This chart shows the total 93 TV Specials

number of major 47 Features $14-145'$”'0” _
productions and total value $287é%0'}0‘””°” o v Spe_c'a's
of major production mTV Series

spending by type. MOWSs
) . mFeatures
It includes both domestic
and foreign productions that
filmed at least some portion
on location in Toronto.
92 TV Series,
Percentages indicate the 12 M”C_)W% ﬁ%/“-3 1$ 313 episodes
. ) million 3.6% 621.1 million
sharg a productlon typc_a S 64.9%
contribution towards this
grand tota_ll _expend|ture of 37 Features 80TV
$957.4 million. $172.51 Specials 2010
million 23.7% -———-._.______$19.g47n}iuion
The major shift in spending A%
was in the “Features” TV Specials
category. Not only did the 52Ty =TV Series
absolute number rise by Series, 1107  MOWs
27% but also the total 10 MOWs episodes,  mFeatures
expenditure rose by a et oy $512.95
2.9%

million 70%

significant 66.7%.
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The 2011 figl_Jres are $1,000 $0.93 | $0.94 $O'9L_i-—£ $07991.0
contrasted with 2001 $0.88 A &.\Wfﬁ) |

when major production
spending peaked.
Total overall spending
that year was more $0.6
than $1.23 billion and $726.470
this with a $0.65 dollar & sdz5 dos
as opposed to one
near par.
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Major productions
include domestic and
foreign feature films,
movies made-for-
television, mini-series,
TV specials and TV
series that filmed with d(}ifggse deCZr‘?ac
a least some location | |
work in Toronto. $0

$499.231
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U.S. Production Spending
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major U.S. production
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location in Toronto
(feature films, movies
m_ade—fo_r—television, $425.013
mini-series, TV
specials and TV $360.500
series.

1 $310.744 1
The change in 2011, a 5250 $286.621 >0
growth of 47%, is
primarily attributable to
significant spending
increases in the areas inEreash Aoreabe | idcresbe | ifcreake
of television series $79.420 [ ' [
and major feature
films.
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Domestic Production Spending
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$500 $0.97 $Q99

This chart includes all $0.93
major domestic
production activity
filmed on-location in
Toronto (feature $419.774
films, movies made
for television, mini-
series, TV specials
and TV series.) $347.645
$250 -~ 05
The data show strong $268.732
domestic production
spending for the past
three years with a

small increase over 2% . 14% . )
increase 36 increase 3% 6%

the 2010 ﬁguresl increase increase increase

12% 7%
9 decrease
ecrease
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Feature Film Production Spending
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Values include both $400 $0.94 1

domestic and foreign
productions filmed
with a minimum of one
day of location
shooting in Toronto. $355.52

$0.83

~J

$288.917 i
2011 saw an increase $287.600

. . $283.074
in spending back to

the range traditionally
recorded in Toronto
($289m was the
average ‘00 —'05). $239.120
This was due in large $172.51C
part to four major
feature films shot here ool boood -
thl’OUgh 2011. increase increase ncrease
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Television Series Production Spending
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$0.97 $0,99

Values include both 3630 T $0.93 | $0.94
domestic and foreign
productions for $0.83
television series filmed
with a minimum of one
day of location

shooting in Toronto. $420 —+

$621.100

$512.95C

2011 again saw a $390(450
significant increase in
spending setting
another new high for
this type of production
activity in Toronto $210 1
notwithstanding a $208.26C
strong Canadian
dollar. The average _18%| | (42%| | 17%| | (31% 21%
annua| growth for the INncrease InCrease Increase Increase ncrease
past six years, in this 18%

decrease

important segment, $0 0
was 23.6% 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
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P
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Commercial Production Spending
Gt 2004 to 2011

Values include $160
domestic and foreign

spots filmed on-

location only.

They do not include $1331800
agency costs for talent $120.600 $97 680
and post-production or $105.000 $89.760

in-studio commercial $96.900 $83.400
production activity. $80 - o5

$75.500

The data show
another modest
increase from the
2010 level and strong
consistent commercial
production spending
over the past three
years.
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Location Filming Permits issued
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The chart shows 2,000
that for 2011 there 4500 | 4302
was a large 4,154
increase in permits 4,000
after an average 3,659 5437 3,694
and slow decline in 3,500 +— ‘ 3,324 |
permits issued 3,078 3,081
essentially over the 3,000 +— -
previous seven 2500 | B
years.
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Location Filming Projects
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1,600
Location filming 1,502
projects had been 1400
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for the 5 years prior 1200 1] o o
to last year where ! 1072 1004 .. ' 1096
the City experienced ‘
a 19% increase over 1,000 +— T
2010.
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Location Filming Shoot Days
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Shoot days have been 9.000
relatively constant for the '
p.ast.A_fyear_s. Given .the 8.000 ._7.743
significant increase in ‘ 7.319
production activity, the

relatively small increase 7,000 +— 6,175 6,748

(3.7%) is best explained

by the new studio spaces 6,000 — 5,757 5 404

available in the City. 5217 5227 7
5,000 +— —

A shooting day is one

day of production from 4,000 -

start to wrap for one

production company. 3000 |

The number of shoot

days shown represent 2,000 ~— B

only the days spent on

location as permitted by 1,000 +— —

the Toronto Film &

Television Office and do 0 | | | | | ‘ |

not include studio days of 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

work.
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