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Elephant Transfer Status Update
City Council Decision
City Council on November 27, 28 and 29, 2012, adopted the following:
1.

City Council reaffirm its previous decision (MM13.9 - October 24 and 25, 2011) to
transfer the Toronto Zoo elephants (Toka, Thika and Iringa) to the Performing Welfare
Society (PAWS) sanctuary (in San Andreas, California) on or before December 31, 2012
or as soon as possible and all funding for the move will be paid by PAWS.

2.

City Council, having reviewed the due diligence process undertaken by the Toronto Zoo,
accept the independent infectious disease report provided by Dr. Susan Cork that PAWS
is a safe facility and meets the requirements of the due diligence process.

3.

City Council advise the Board of Management of the Toronto Zoo that it considers the
due diligence process to be complete and that the three elephants be made available for
transport under the coordination of Active Environments including the responsibility for
the transportation plan and to be paid for by PAWS.

4.

City Council request the Chief Executive Officer, Toronto Zoo to apply for admission to
the Canadian Association of Zoos (CAZA) and the Association of Zoos and Aquariums
(AZA) once both of these organizations demonstrate that their standards of care meet or
exceed the standards of care adopted by the Global Federation of Animal Sanctuaries
(GFAS) and both CAZA and AZA enforce their own guidelines, to the satisfaction of the
Toronto Zoo Board.

5.

City Council encourage the City of Edmonton to take immediate action to move its lone,
37-year old Asian elephant Lucy to a warmer climate (as the City of Toronto has decided
to do for Iringa, Toka and Thika) and that the City of Edmonton invite independent
veterinarians to assist in assessing Lucy's condition and treat her, if necessary, so that she
can be sent to one of the two elephant sanctuaries in the United States as soon as
possible.

Source: City Council Minutes (to be confirmed)

