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The Code of Conduct Election Year Provisions 

VII. ELECTION CAMPAIGN WORK 

Members are required to follow the provisions of the Municipal Elections Act, 
1996.  No member shall use the facilities, equipment, supplies, services or other 
resources of the City (including Councillor newsletters and websites linked 
through the City’s website) for any election campaign or campaign-related 
activities.  No member shall undertake campaign-related activities on City 
property during regular working hours unless permitted by City policy (e.g., all 
candidates meetings).  No member shall use the services of persons for election-
related purposes during hours in which those persons receive any compensation 
from the City. 

XII. CONDUCT RESPECTING STAFF 

Only Council as a whole has the authority to approve budget, policy, Committee 
processes and other such matters.  Accordingly, members shall direct requests outside 
of Council-approved budget, process or policy, to the appropriate Standing Committee. 

Under the direction of the City Manager, staff serve the Council as a whole, and the 
combined interests of all members as evidenced through the decisions of Council.  
Members shall be respectful of the role of staff to provide advice based on political 
neutrality and objectivity and without undue influence from any individual member or 
faction of the Council.  Accordingly, no member shall maliciously or falsely injure the 
professional or ethical reputation, or the prospects or practice of staff, and all members 
shall show respect for the professional capacities of staff. 

No member shall compel staff to engage in partisan political activities or be subjected to 
threats or discrimination for refusing to engage in such activities.  Nor shall any member 
use, or attempt to use, their authority or influence for the purpose of intimidating, 
threatening, coercing, commanding, or influencing any staff member with the intent of 
interfering with that person's duties, including the duty to disclose improper activity. 

In practical terms, there are distinct and specialized roles carried out by Council as a 
whole and by Councillors when performing their other roles.  The key requirements of 
these roles include dealing with constituents and the general public, participating as 
Standing Committee members, participating as Chairs of Standing Committees, and 
participating as Council representatives on agencies, boards, commissions and other 
bodies.  Similarly, there are distinct and specialized roles expected of City staff in both 
the carrying out of their responsibilities and in dealing with the Council. 
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XV. FAILURE TO ADHERE TO COUNCIL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

A number of the provisions of this Code of Conduct incorporate policies and procedures 
adopted by Council. More generally, members of Council are required to observe the 
terms of all policies and procedures established by City Council. 

This provision does not prevent a member of Council from requesting that Council grant 
an exemption from a policy. 

 


