
From the  

Ground Up:  

Assessing the Risks and 

Maximizing the Benefits 

of Gardening on Urban 

Soils 

Photo credit: Greenest City  



   Canadian Urban Institute Award  

Recognized winners in 

seven categories from 

across Canada for: 

 

– leadership 

– innovation 

– commitment to 

building sustainable 

communities 
 

 

 

 

TPH Wins  

Category 1!  

 

Legislation, 

Program and Policy 

Development 
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   Strengths of the TPH Approach 

 

 

• Engage 

• Empower 

• Innovate  

• Reduce Risks 

• Reduce Inequities  

• Encourage gardening  

• Increase food growing 
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   What people are saying… 

"The report presented here is 

a landmark one… it offers a 

great set of tools to help in 

answering questions about 

safe soil.  Toronto is already 

recognized as a global 

leader in the urban 

agriculture movement, and 

this unprecedented report will 

help reinforce this reputation.” 

Dr. Joe Nasr, Toronto Urban Growers 
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   What people are saying… 

 

“It is a “must have” 

document that is used in 

part of setting up any 

community garden.” 

Susan Berman,  

Toronto Community  

Garden Network 

Guide is “practical and 

helpful.”  

Etobicoke Master Gardeners 

“This workshop was truly 

liberating….Thank you so much 

– what a tremendous resource.” 

Workshop participant  5 
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   What people are saying… 

“It was so refreshing to see the 

approach you are taking….and 

really making the whole soil 

testing process accessible 

and do-able for 

communities. I have been 

talking non-stop about the 

great things I've learned about 

soil testing - this is so well 

done and necessary 

information for our city!”  
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Katie German, FoodShare  
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   What people are saying… 

 

“This is exactly what Toronto 

needs to promote more 

urban-food growing at all 

scales, and in particular, to 

provide more redevelopment 

options for brownfield sites.”  

Dr. Wally Seccumbe Co-Founder, Everdale 
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   What people are saying… 

“TPH's Guide for Soil Testing 

is vital to our community food 

projects.”  
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Ashlee Cooper, Evergreen  
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   International reach… 

Dr. Jackie Hyland,  

Fife National Health 

Board, Scotland 

“TPH's Guide has stimulated 

enthusiasm for initiating and 

expanding growing projects 

across Scotland. …work is 

currently underway to modify the 

guide for use in Scotland."   
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   For more information….  

Our Team: 
Monica Campbell 

Ronald Macfarlane 

Barbara Emanuel 

Lauren Baker 

Barbara Lachapelle 

Jill McDowell 

Gary Baker 

Solomon Boye (PF&R) 

Jodi Callan (formerly TEO) 

Susanne Goldacker (formerly TPH) 

Josephine Archbold  

 

https://toronto.ca/health/lead/soil_gardening.htm 
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