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What I’ll be covering

�What is an Energy Reporting Requirement (ERR)?

�Why not rely on voluntary reporting?

�Who else has adopted ERR?

�Benefits of ERR:

� Environmental 

� Economic

� Social

�City of Toronto – Strategic benefits

�Why now & What’s next?



Energy Benchmarking refers to establishing 
a baseline for a building’s energy use, which 
can be used to compare a building's energy 
performance to that of other buildings and/or 
of the same building across time. 

Energy Reporting refers to disclosing building 
energy performance to a third party on an 
ongoing basis, usually for purposes of 
comparison against other buildings. 

Energy and Environmental Certification 
programs go well beyond benchmarking and 
reporting, grading buildings based on a variety 
of sustainability indicators including energy 
performance. Prominent examples include 
LEED EBOM and BOMA BESt.

Benchmarking, Reporting & 
Certification

Benchmarking

Reporting

Certification



� Requires buildings to report energy use 
(e.g. electricity and natural gas), and water use.

� Applies to buildings of particular:

� type (e.g. commercial and multi-family), and

� size (e.g.  > 50,000 ft2)

� Creates a database of comparable data that can 
be used to benchmark building performance

What is an Energy Reporting 

Requirement (ERR)?



Voluntary program example: Race To 

Reduce
Race to Reduce is an energy reduction challenge that encourages GTHA office 
sector landlords and tenants to publicly commit to working together to reduce energy 
consumption within their respective buildings, while contributing to a collective 
energy reduction target of 10 per cent over four years.

• 175 buildings registered 

• 600 landlords and tenants participating

• 67 Million ft2



Voluntary Programs: 
Market Penetration

Benchmarking Participation
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Up to 14% of Toronto’s 
commercial and multifamily 
sectors are participating in 
voluntary energy reporting 
programs

Majority of participation is 
in office sub-sector



Source: Institute for Market Transformation

ERR is well-established: US



L

ERR well-established: internationally



ERR well-established: Provincially

Green Energy Act included regulation requiring ERR across broader 
public sector



Why Adopt ERR?



Environmental Benefits: Toronto’s 

GHG Profile
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Environmental Benefits: Energy-Use 

in Buildings
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EPA study:  Buildings that consistently 

benchmark energy use save an average of 2.4% 

savings per year.

Environmental Benefits: ERR Impacts



Environmental Benefits: Where to find 

2.7 Million Tonnes?
2020 Target Gap Analysis

Coal Phase Out

Waste Diversion

LIC Scale-up

Energy Reporting

TBD
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Economic Benefits

Energy-Use in built environment represents $4B in annual 
energy drain on local economy



Social Benefits



Construction

• Toronto Green Standard

Policy 
Gap

Mid-Life (30+ Yrs)

• Tower Renewal

• LIC Financing

Policy 
Gap

City Benefits: Filling a 
Policy Gap



Efficient 
Equipment

Excellence 
in 

Operations

Energy 
Efficiency

City Benefits: Filling a 
Policy Gap



City Benefits: Planning a 
Sustainable City



Why Now & What’s Next?


