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Good afternoon, my name is Geoff Kettel, Chair, North York Community
Preservation Panel. The four Panels, one for each of the community council
areas, are established by City Council with the mandate to identify, and work
to protect the cultural and built heritage in their districts.

We wish to express the case for investment in preservation of built heritage
resources, our support for the enhancements that were approved in the 2014
City Planning Budget, now reflected in the 2015 Budget, and our support for
additional measures to enhance heritage in our city.

Preservation of Toronto’s heritage is vitally important to Toronto’s economy,
culture and spirit. Heritage preservation and conservation increases
employment (especially for skilled workers), encourages the development of
a diverse and vibrant city with character, and supports environmental
sustainability and the conservation of our material and energy resources.

The outrage over the recent loss of the Stollery’s store (Yonge and Bloor),
and several similar situations in recent years, like the Empress Hotel (Yonge
and Gould), the Odette House (81 Wellesley Street east) and Briar Hill
Elementary School reflects the love and concern of Torontonians for their city
and its built heritage. In addition, though less recognized there is a
continuing erosion of our distinctive streetscapes in planned neighbourhoods
such as Leaside, Lawrence Park and Don Mills. The loss of our heritage
through demolition, whether with replacement buildings being approved
(residential uses), or without replacement buildings being approved
(commercial and institutional uses), and by fire (whether by wilful action,
neglect or otherwise) is a continuing concern.

The existing stock of heritage properties currently consists of more than
8,000 structures, including those that are officially designated as such, and
others listed as architecturally or historically significant.

Currently the process of identifying listing properties is essentially reactive
and there is reportedly a backlog of hundreds of properties to be investigated
and reported on. Very few properties are added to the City’s Inventory of
Heritage Properties annually. For the record, the North York Community
Preservation Panel has submitted nominations for 24 properties in the past
seven years' but of these, to date, only one (in Lawrence Park) has been

'The NYCPP nominated:
e 5 office properties in the Wynford Drive/Flemingdon Park area;
e 8 residences in Lawrence Park
e 10 residential quadraplexes at Bayview and Eglinton (Leaside)
e A heritage tree in the Lawrence/Don Mills area



listed and designated.

City Heritage Grants and the Heritage Tax Rebate Program assist the owners
of designated properties to repair and renovate structures that otherwise
would be at risk. The preservation of heritage properties is often more
expensive than that for more modern structures and these small grants have
leveraged numerous restoration and maintenance projects for heritage
properties in the city that might not have otherwise been undertaken, and for
a small cost per project.

The restructuring of the two programs including the elimination of the
heritage tax rebate program for residential properties was approved by
Council last summer with minimal discussion or public consultation. The
public at large and, in particular, those who are immediately affected, were
not directly notified that the rebate program was proposed to be terminated,
nor were they afforded any opportunity to be heard. Such decisions should
be made after making an effort to hear from and considering submissions
from the public.

This brings us to the 2015 Budget for Heritage Preservation Services. The
2015 Operating Budget - Staff Recommended New and Enhanced Services
for City Planning indicates that “Council (in 2014) approved the initiation of
three new Heritage Conservation District (HCD) Studies/Plans be added to
the Program’s work plan... to be started as the 3 HCD studies/plans currently
forecast for completion are concluding, and build the base capacity to initiate
and complete 5 HCD studies/plans per year, beginning in 2015”.

This is a long overdue infusion of resources for heritage conservation district
planning that will serve to protect many of the City’s neighbourhoods of
character, as well as recognizing HCD planning as a legitimate city planning
process, instead of as a volunteer-based, bake-sale funded process.
However changes to designated properties are subject to review and
approval by heritage staff. As such, we note that HPS will need additional
resources to permit it to properly manage the resulting HCDs.

We are pleased that the additional positions for HCD planning that were
approved in 2014, and the vacancies that have been unfilled for several
months are now filled. Increasingly the important and unique role of
Heritage in building a vibrant and colourful city is being recognized. As such
it is high time that Heritage Preservation Services become a Branch in City
Planning, instead of being just a section.

Thank you for the opportunity to address the Budget Subcommittee.

These were all endorsed by the Toronto Preservation Board and referred to staff for
evaluation.



