Greater Toro nto and Area Waterfront
An Urban Recreational Fisheries Plan
Ministry of Natural Resources
Central Lake Ontario Conservation Authority
Credit Valley Conservation
Ganaraska Region Conservation Authority

Toronto and Region Conservation
Halton Region Conservation Authority

N

conssnwmou @ Central ‘
To I ake ()ntarro
C\/‘C Conservation Ganaraska
"N CONSERVATION

P»_ Toronto and Region gl
L7~ Ontario ‘Conservation Canada

for The Living City




Study Area

The plan area will span from the western
border of the City of Burlington extending to
the eastern border of Durham Region.

It will approximately cover over 200 km of
waterfront, river, estuary and sheltered
embayment habitats along Lake Ontario.



The focus of the plan will be on the
nearshore fishery and may include offshore
fisheries especially where interests overlap.

The inland boundary is the distance
upstream that lake waters influence
tributaries and estuaries.

Plan incorporates the interests of various
stakeholders and agencies.

Requires support and involvement from local
municipalities, the general public and
anglers.



‘Present and future societies value not only healthy fish
communities and habitats, but also the recreational value of
fishing’




Mission

* Build upon existing fisheries knowledge of
the plan area.

* Integrate complementary information from
adjacent regions.




|dentify strengths, weaknesses and
opportunities associated with current
recreational fisheries.

Recommend strategies for improving public
access and establishing clear direction
among municipalities to enhance and
maintain that public access.




* Recommend strategies to promote the
recreational fishery by means of social marketing,
signage, family fishing events, programming
(camps, etc.) and building synergies between key
stakeholders.




1. The Urban Recreational Fisheries Plan will help to
guide local, regional, provincial and national
stakeholders with vested and localized interests.
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Objectives

2. ldentify the state and health of the fish
communities and provide guidance for
managing urban recreational fishing.




Objectives

3. Identify waterfront areas where urban
recreational fisheries can be promoted.




Objectives

4. |dentify areas
where recreational
fisheries can be
improved through
opening access
and/or agquatic
habitat
rehabilitation and VIEWING NODE / B0AT
promote

PROPOSED

_recree_ltional fishing T NiODE
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communities.




5. Identify opportunities to
work with local tourism and
recreation stakeholders in
promoting public fishing
opportunities.

Summer visitors to Ontario enjoy a variety of outdoor and indoor
activities (July to September 2010)

Boating || GG - <5
National / Provincial Nature Parks _ 2,978
Fishing ||| 2.¢s2
Historic Sites _ 2,261
Museums / Art Galleries - 1,784

Cultural Performances - 1,772
Visits
Festivals / Fairs - 1,441 .

(thousands)
Golfing - 1,135

Casinos - 1,094

Sports Events - 1,045

Theme Parks - 936

Zoos / Aquanums / Botanical Gardens - 836

Source: Statistics Canada, Travel Survey of Residents of Canada and
International Travel Survey, 2010



Objectives ONTARIO EVENINGS

Bottoms Up! Monday

All are welcome.

6. Identify and use a Faod Web Editon March 18, 2013

: . Doors open at 6:00 pm; Gladstone Hotel, Toronto
Va rl et O I I I e I a The evening’s presentations 1214 Queen Street West (Queen St. W. & Gladstone Ave.)
TTC directions: take the 501 streetcar to Gladstone Avenue or

will begin at 6:30 pm

the 29 Dufferin bus to Queen Street.

channels as a
means of
promoting urban
recreational -
fishing and
awareness of the  |EASER—
fisheries resource

Messages from the Mud - what sediment contaminant monitoring data are

L}
to th e p u b I I C a n d telling us about conditions at the bottom of the lake over the past few decades

Tanya Labencki, Ontario Ministry of the Environment

d ive rse eth n i C Bye Diporeia, and Thanks For All The fish

Ron Dermott, Retired from Great Lakes Laboratory for Fisheries and Aquaitic

| ] | |
CO m m u n Itl eS Sciences, Fisheries and Oceans Canada
| |

Audience Q&A
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7. Support efforts to increase the number of
licensed anglers within the Greater Toronto

In 2010, there were over 3 %2 million adult
licensed anglers in Canada

Almost 1% million anglers were from
Ontario —more than any other province

Ontario continues to be the destination of
choice for the majority of non resident
anglers, accounting for 76% of all non

resident anglers in 2010.




Objectives

8. Identify and
recommend methods
to promote the
message about Lake
Ontario, fishing and the
benefits of restoring
and protecting habitat.
Methods should focus
on engaging children
and youth.




Process

Meetlng

When

Inaugural Technical Team Workshop
#1

March 6t", 2013
Black Creek Pioneer Village

Project Approval

April

Technical Team Workshop #2
(Fish Communities)

April 101, 2013
Black Creek Pioneer Village

Technical Team Workshop #3
(Aquatic Habitat)

May 8. 2013
Black Creek Pioneer Village

Technical Team Workshop #4
(Angling)

June 12t 2013
Black Creek Pioneer Village

Technical Team Meeting #5

TBD

October/November, 2013

Technical Team Meeting #6 (optional)

January, 2014

Stakeholders/Public Meeting #2

March, 2014

Ontario Environmental Registry (EBR)

60 days

Plan Release

Spring 2014




Final Plan

Final Product
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Municipal guiding document

Focused on fish community, fish habitat, and angling
Within the current fisheries regulations
Easy to read

Provide advice on tangible improvements to the Greater
Toronto Area and Lake Ontario Waterfront
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Trends of the

ty:

Fish Commun

10

North Shore of Lake Ontar
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Habitat Classification
Estuaries Embayments Open Coast
Don River Spadina Quay Western Beaches

Duffins Creek




Selected Flsherles Results

Used TRCA'’s long-running electrofishing and seine
program from 3 season sampling.

RAP and Project sites throughout the waterfront
(Etobicoke Creek to Caruthers Creek) 9 Estuaries.

Fish Community data displayed by habitat type (i.e. open
coast vs. embayment vs. estuary/river mouth).

Sampling effort standardized.
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Embayments

Selected Fisheries Results

Common Carp

Estuaries

Open Coasts




Embayments
Estuaries
Open Coasts
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Selected Fisheries Results

Panfish

Including Yellow Perch

Embayments
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Fisheries Research and Partnerships




Acoustic Telemetry Fisheries Study A-
Toronto Harbour

Station Locations
Aug 2011-May 2013

0O 500 1,000 Meters
I
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/{ Northern Pike
[ 961 mm

Pike Can Move Constantly

Lake Ontario
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How to improve and promote regional
recreational fishing




Improvmg Communlcatlon and

Signage
* Designation rior
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Fishing Access: Shoreline Piers




Power Boat Access



Thank you for participating!

Questions?

pr Central ‘

Lake Ontario

Conservation Ganaraska
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Questions

>

>

>

Do you support the Recreational Fisheries Plan
as presented?
DO you agree with the draft Vision Statement as
oresented?
D0 you agree with the draft Mission Statement as
oresented?
DO you agree with the draft objectives as
oresented?

» Are there any others we should consider?




