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Intro: What is Urban Design? 
 

Urban Design is the art & science of creating healthy & successful urban 

environments that are connected, vibrant, safe, inclusive & beautiful.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is concerned with the quality, design & character of streets, open 

spaces & buildings, as well as how all these elements are organized & 

come together to support & enhance quality of life, commerce, civic 
pride, & a distinct ‘sense of place’. 
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Intro: Toronto Urban Design Policies 

The Official Plan is comprised of five chapters, content in 

two chapters are addressed in the Urban Design review  
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Intro: Implementing Urban Design Policies  
In addition to Official Plan policies,  

good urban design is further defined & achieved through:  

 

 

 

City-Wide & District-Specific Design Guidelines 

• Zoning 

• Local Area Studies & Plans 

• Urban Design Guidelines 

• Development Review 

• Capital Projects   

• Public Art Installations 

• Design Review Panels 

• Design Competitions 
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OP Review: Policies Under Review 

The Official Plan Review is examining urban 
design policies contained in: 
 

Chapter 2: Shaping the City  

Chapter 3: Building a Successful City 
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OP Review: Policy Directions 

Aug 7th, 2014 - PGM Committee 
directed staff to consult on 11 urban 
design policy directions 
 

The 11 directions are organized  

under 4 themes:  

Seeing the Bigger Picture 

Prioritizing the Public Realm 

Guiding Built Form 

Enhancing Parks and Open Spaces 
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  Seeing the Bigger Picture 

Creating a well connected, vibrant & beautiful city 
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S 1. Providing the purpose & intent of 

urban design guidelines  

2. Recognizing that large & deep lots 
need additional policy guidance 

3. Refining the Avenues policies 

4. Promoting a walkable city 
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A high quality public realm is a hallmark of great cities 

P
O

LI
C

Y
 D

IR
EC

TI
O

N
S 5. Clarifying the role of the public 

realm 
6. Clarifying the need for new public 

streets as part of larger scale 
developments 

 

  Prioritizing the Public Realm 
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S 7. Development criteria for low-rise 

& mid-rise buildings 

8. Encouraging thoughtfully designed 
tall buildings  

 

  Guiding Built Form 

Development should respect & enhance its urban context 



City Planning 

  Enhancing Parks and Open Spaces 
Protecting existing parks & adding more open spaces 
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S 9. Maintaining sunlight on signature 

parks & open spaces 

10. Promoting public squares 

11. Promoting & increasing Privately 
Owned Publicly-Accessible Spaces 



City Planning 

Consultation Process: Public Engagement 
Over 2,300 interactions with Torontonians 
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Scadding Court Community Centre Urban Design Forum 

North York Central Library 

Consultation Process: Highlights 



City Planning 

Interactive city-wide map (13’x 7’) utilized at 11 pop-up events  

Each dot identifies someone’s perspective on a place in the city 

Consultation Process: Highlights 
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Next Steps 

• Continue necessary research to 
inform policy development & 
refinement 
 

• Prepare Draft Policies for 
consultation 
 

 

• City-wide outreach & 
consultation on Draft Policies 
 

 

• Report back to PGM Committee 
(Q4 2015) 

 
Pop-up event flyer 


