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June 15, 2016 

Counncillor Joe Mihhevc 
Chairr, Board of Heealth 
City oof Toronto 

Re: L etter of supp ort for South Riverdale Commmunity Heaalth Centre 

Dearr Councillor MMihevc, 

My nname is Dr. Je ff Powis and I am pleased to support Soouth Riverda le Communit y Health Centtre’s (SRCHC)) proposal to 
expand its harm r eduction servvices to includde supervisedd injection. 

I hav e worked clo sely with SRCCHC for over 110 years as ann Infectious DDisease Consuultant where I co‐founded and continuee 
to suupport a Hepaatitis C treatmment and suppport programm for people wwho use illicit drugs. In myy capacity witth this 
program, I have wworked closelyy with potenttial service ussers of the prooposed superrvised injectioon service an d feel 
stronngly that harmm reduction iss an integral ppart of the re sponse to subbstance use. Not only is itt an essential prevention 
strategy for bloodd‐borne infecttious diseasess like HIV andd Hepatitis C, it will providee an importa nt additional access point 
to heealth and otheer social serv ices for our CCity’s most maarginalized. 

I alsoo believe thatt SRCHC has t he capacity too implement this type of hharm reductioon service in aan effective aand safe way. 
SRCHHC has a long and successful history of pproviding inteegrated healtth services wi ithin a harm rreduction frammework to 
peopple who use d rugs. SRCHC ’s Hepatitis CC treatment p rogram, whicch does not reequire abstin ence as a conndition of 
service, has been transformational for manyy of its clientss, who come to address H ep C and leavve having impproved their 
healtth and well‐being in other additional arreas. A superrvised injectioon service offeers this samee opportunity , while also 
improving commuunity safety mmore broadly by reducing ddisease trans mission. 

I wouuld urge the BBoard of Heallth to recommmend this impportant healthh service. 

Dr. Jeeff Powis 
Medical Director oof Research aand Infectiouss Diseases Consultatnt 
Toronto Communnity Hepatitis C Program 

Direcctor, Antimicrrobial Stewar dship Programm 
Michhael Garron H ospital, Toro nto East Heallth Network 

Cc	 Lynne Rasskin, CEO, Souuth Riverdale Community Health Centr e 
Councillorr Paula Fletchher, Ward 30 




