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The Strain - FX Reign - CW

Orphan Black - CTV

Toronto 2016
Great Film, Great Television, 

Great Digital Production
Suits - Bravo

Designated Survivor - ABC

11-22-63 – Hulu

Shadowhunters - Netflix Designated Survivor - ABC

Vikings - History ANNE - CBC

Reign - CWThe Strain - FX

PAW Patrol - Nickelodeon

The Expanse - Space
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Total On-Screen Industry Economic 
Output in Toronto 

The Total On-Screen Industry 
Output includes:
• Broadcasters (Bell Media, 

CBC, Corus Entertainment, 
CTV, Rogers etc),

• Interactive Digital Media (IDM) 
production; and 

• Film, Television and Digital 
Media productions. 

Film and 
Television

$2.01 billion
60.7%

IDM
$1.05 billion

31.9%

Broadcasters
$211 million

6.4%

Total $3.26B
Film and Television

IDM

Broadcasters

Source: CMPA, Interactive Ontario, CPAT and EI Production Information Sheets

Film and 
Television

$1.55 billion
55.4%

IDM
$1.0 billion

35.9%

Broadcasters
$280 million

10.1%
2015 Total $2.79B

Film and Television

IDM

Broadcasters
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Total Production Investment
Toronto 2015 and 2016

Major 
Productions 

$1.22 Bil
61.1%

Commercials
$380 million

19.0%

Music Videos
$1.6 million

0.1%

Animation/VFx
$403 million 

20.1%

Major Productions

Commercials

Music Videos

Animation/VFx

The jump to the record $2 Billion 
mark is attributable to increases 
across all sectors of the 
production industry, particularly in 
the area of Animation/VFx which 
saw a 279% increase.  

2016 is the 6th consecutive year 
total production spending has 
exceeded $1 Billion.

Major 
Productions 

$1.06 Bil 
68.0%

Commercials 
$345 million 

22,4%

Music Videos 
$1.47 million 

0.1%
Animation/VFx 
$144 million 

9.4%

2015 Total $1.55B

Major
Productions
Commercials

Music Videos

Animation/VFx

Source: EI Film production information sheets and CPAT

2016  Total  $2.01B
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$1,233.000

$1,130.000

$1,200.000
$1,180.000

$1,238.000

$1,550.000

$2,006.000

$0.65

$0.99 $1.00 $1.00

$0.90

$0.78
$0.75

0.0

0.5

1.0

$0

$500

$1,000

$1,500

$2,000

2001 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Prod Spending Annual average value of $USD

1.6% 
decrease

25% 
increase

6%
increase

5%
increase

29.4%
increase

Total Production Investment 
2001 Previous Peak Year and 2011 to 2016

This represents the Total 
Production investment 
trend in Toronto’s 
economy since 2011.

2016 saw a substantial 
increase due to strong 
Animation/VFx numbers 
combined with healthy 
increases in both 
Commercials and 
Television production. 

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada 
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All Major Production Investment 
by type 2015 and 2016

266 TV 
Specials/MOWs

$42.9 million 
3.5%

115 TV Series,
$908.1 million 

74.2%

49 Feature Films
$272.3 million 

22.6%

TV Specials/MOWs

TV Series

Feature Films

Shown here are the total 
number of Major Productions 
and total spending in Toronto by 
each production type.

Source: EI Film production information sheets 

2016
Total  $1.22 Bil

2015
Total   $1.06 Bil

45 Feature 
Films

$181.3 million
17.3%

81 TV Series
$867.4 million

82.7%

124 TV 
Specials

$13.8 million
1.31%

2015 Total $1.06B

Feature Films

TV Series

TV Specials
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All Major Production Investment 
2001 Previous Peak Year and 2011 to 2016

$928.042 $957.820
$1,014.920

$948.000

$953.000

$1,062.000

$1,223.000

$0.65

$0.99 $1.00 $1.00

$0.90

$0.78
$0.75

0.0

0.5

1.0

$0

$500

$1,000

2001 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Prod Spending Annual average value of $USD

7% 
decrease

11.4% 
increase

5%
increase

0.5%
increase

15.1%
increase

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada 
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Foreign Major Production Investment 
2010 to 2016

This chart includes all  
U.S. and International 
Major Production activity 
filmed in Toronto (feature 
films, movies made-for-
television, mini-series, TV 
specials and TV series).

$360.500

$530.380
$515.490

$438.810

$438.80

$530.550

$794.190

$0.97 $0.99 $1.00 $1.00

$0.90

$0.78

$0.75

0

0.5

1

$0

$250

$500

$750

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Prod Spending Annual average value of $USD

47%
increase

4%
decrease

14%
decrease

40%
decrease

80%
increase

49 %
increase

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada 
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Domestic Major Production Investment 
2010 to 2016

This chart includes all 
domestic and Canadian 
co-production Major 
Production activity filmed 
on-location or in studio in 
Toronto.

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada

$403.800
$427.440

$499.910 $512.220

$438.80

$509.500

$428.810

$0.97 $0.99 $1.00 $1.00

$0.90

$0.78

$0.75

0

0.5

1

$0

$250

$500
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7%
increase

16%
increase

3%
increase

21%
increase

10.5%
decrease

15.8 %
decrease
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Feature Film Production Investment 
2010 to 2016

This chart includes 
spending for both 
domestic and foreign 
Feature Films shot in 
studio or on location in 
Toronto.

$172.510

$287.600
$278.130

$188.770

$187.1

$181.350

$272.300

$0.97 $0.99 $1.00 $1.00

$0.90

$0.78
$0.75

0

0.5

1

$0

$150

$300
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50%
increase

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada 

87%
increase

7%
decrease

33%
decrease

11%
decrease

7%
increase
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Television Production Investment 
2010 to 2016

This chart includes both 
domestic and foreign 
Television productions 
filmed in studio or on 
location in Toronto.

$512.95
$621.1

$707.95 $730.0
$757.4

$867.46

$908.17

$0.97 $0.99 $1.00 $1.00
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4.7% 
increase

Source: EI Film production information sheets and Bank of Canada

21%
increase

14%
increase

3%
increase

3.7%
increase

14.5%
increase
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Animation/VFx Production Investment 
2010 to 2016

This chart includes the 
animation and visual 
special effects (VFx) 
work done in Toronto, 
whether the production 
was shot in Toronto or 
elsewhere.

“The dramatic increase 
for 2016 is attributable to 
a combination of the 
quality and collaborative 
nature of the work done 
in Toronto, a stronger 
industry presence and 
exposure for our local 
Animation/VFx houses  
and the current level of 
the $CAD relative to the 
$USD.” (CASO) 
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Source: Computer Animation Studios of Ontario and Bank of Canada
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Commercials Production Investment 
2009 to 2016

This chart includes all 
domestic and foreign 
commercials produced in 
Toronto.  The investment 
numbers for this 
production type are not 
tracked by the OMDC. 

The Commercials sector 
of the industry has 
increased by 195% over 
the last 2 years.

$83.4
$89.7
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Source: CPAT and Bank of Canada



14

Location Filming Projects 
2009 to 2016

This represents the total 
number of projects of all 
types hosted in 
Toronto’s various
residential and business 
communities as well as  
BIAs.  

This includes:
Feature Film;
Episodic TV Series;
TV Specials;
Music Videos;
TV Commercials;
Student Productions;
and Corporate 
Productions.

1,130 1,096

1,303
1,345

1,189 1,185 1,218

1,411

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1,400

1,600

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

Source: EI Film production information sheets 
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Location Filming Shoot Days 
2009 to 2016

A shooting day is one day of 
production from start to 
wrap for one production 
company, on location or on 
street in residential and
business communities as 
well as BIAs, as permitted 
by the Toronto Film & 
Entertainment Industries 
Office
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The Strain - FX Reign - CW

Orphan Black - CTV

Toronto 2016
Questions?

Suits - Bravo

Designated Survivor - ABC

11-22-63 – Hulu

Shadowhunters - Netflix Designated Survivor - ABC

Vikings - History ANNE - CBC

Reign - CWThe Strain - FX

PAW Patrol - Nickelodeon

The Expanse - Space
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