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THE GLOBAL PROJECT

 RHI’s Hospitality Zone Assessment

 Experience from 70 North American Cities

 Formal Evaluation in Three Cities

 $100,000 Value for Each City

 18 Months

 Toronto, Dublin, Cancun

 Underwritten by Diageo

 www.RHIweb.org/Toronto.html 



21st Century 
Associations

As hospitality and nightlife 
associations evolve, they often move 
beyond a reactionary stance to 
become proactive liaisons with 
regulatory and enforcement agencies, 
elected officials, and civic and 
community leaders. 

They are a resource to maintain high 
standards for nighttime management 
and effectively address public safety 
and quality of life impacts. 



THE EVOLUTION OF NYC HOSPITALITY ALLIANCE

 In the late 90’s the Cabaret license holders formed 
an association to respond to challenges with the 
NYC administration and nightlife venues. 

 Membership expanded to include all nightlife 
establishments including bars and became the New 
York Nightlife Association. 



THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF NIGHTLIFE

 In 2004 the NYC Nightlife Association supported an 
economic study. 

 This provided a vehicle for the nightlife industry to 
be at the table and work on recommendations to 
improve the nightlife industry. 



NEW YORK NIGHTLIFE ASSOCIATION TAKES ON A CHALLENGE



2007-NYPD/NY NIGHTLIFE ASSOCIATION

2006 Nightlife Summit at John Jay University--First time in NYC 

history when all stake holders come together, including elected 

officials, NYPD, FDNY, State Liquor Authority, etc to discuss the 

violent crimes taking place around nightlife.  Out of this came the 

NYPD working group.



2007-NYPD/NY NIGHTLIFE ASSOCIATION

2007 NYPD NYC Nightlife Association (NYNA) 

create the Best Practices Guide for Nightlife 

Establishments.  Offered a new approach for 

industry and policing relations.



NEW YORK NIGHTLIFE ASSOCIATION JOINS
NEW YORK STATE RESTAURANT ASSOCIATION

2008 New York Nightlife Association (NYSRA) joins the NY 
State Restaurant Association as a thematic chapter, to work 
throughout the state helping other nightlife areas.  

At the time this made the most sense for us as an industry.

 Similar legislative needs and goals

 Common interests

2011 Due to growing disagreement with between NYC 
members of NYSRA along with members of NYNYA, and 
the other chapters, the NYSRA voted to dissolve the 
agreement.  Several members break away and begin to form 
their own city centric hospitality association.

Tada! NY City Hospitality Alliance is formed from 25 original 
founding trustees.

 Most are mulit-unit operators

 Key influencers within the industry



NEW YORK CITY HOSPITALITY ALLIANCE

2012 the NYC Hospitality Alliance (NYCHA) is formed as a 
New York City specific trade association for hospitality.  
NYCHA is a lobbying arm for the industry in both Albany 
and City Hall.

2014 the NYCHA works with the Manhattan’s DA’s Sex 
Crimes Task Force to create a curriculum specifically for 
nightlife staff and patrons to help detect the early signs of 
sexual predator activity.

2017 In the wake of the attacks at Pulse Nightclub, the 
NYCHA and the NYPD get together and create the active 
shooter training video specifically for nightlife establishments



NEW YORK CITY HOSPITALITY ALLIANCE
MOST RECENT LEGISLATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS

 Air Conditioning & Open Storefronts
 Annual Wage Notice
 Bottle Service
 Brunch Bill
 Cabaret Law Repeal
 Commercial Rent Tax
 Commercial Tenant Harassment Law 

Enacted
 Con Edison Service for NYC Bars and 

Restaurants
 Cure Periods for Violations
 Food Donation Online Portal

 Health Department Letter Grades
 Limited Supervisory Authority Employees 

can Receive Tips
 Mobile Vending Reform
 Nightlife Office at City Hall
 Organic Separation Requirements
 Private Collections - SLA
 Self Certification of Liquor Licenses
 Sidewalk Cafes
 Tipped Wage
 Wood & Coal Cook Stove Requirements

https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/air-conditioning--open-storefronts
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/annual-wage-notice
https://www.thenycalliance.org/bottle-service-
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/brunch-bill
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/cabaret-law-repeal
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/commercial-rent-tax
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/commercial-tenant-harassment-law-enacted
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/con-edison-service-for-nyc-bars-and-restaurants
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/cure-periods-for-violations
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/food-donation-online-portal
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/health-department-letter-grades
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/limited-supervisory-authority-employees-can-receive-tips
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/mobile-vending-reform
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/nightlife-office-at-city-hall
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/organic-separation-requirements
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/private-collections---sla
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/self-certification-of-liquor-licenses
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/sidewalk-cafes
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/tipped-wage
https://www.thenycalliance.org/government-affairs/wood--coal-cook-stove-requirements


OUTCOMES OF A FORMALIZED ALLIANCE   

 Better working relationships and open 
communication  

 Higher level of respect and credibility as an 
industry 

 Success in reframing negative perceptions  

 Greater ability to self-police and self-
regulate  



CULTURAL ADVOCACY AND DEVELOPMENT

Music, culinary, craft, art, performance cannot exist 
without places for where to try things out  

 Protect What you Want

 Create the Environment

 Manage Impacts

 Swim or Sink Together

Paul Seres

P:  917.941.1304

E:  paul@helioshospitality.com 
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